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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 16th JUNE 2026 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr S. Jones
Cllr G. Perry 
Cllr L. Blundell
	Cllr M Gayle
Cllr J. Magill
Cllr R. Bromley
	

	Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr J. Dickin (chair)
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr T. Halford
	Cllr S. Angell

	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mrs S. Smith, Mrs C. Owen, County Cllr R Houghton. 

	
	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	89-26
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllrs Magill; Angell; Bromley and Gayle.
RESOLVED Apologies accepted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour.
	

	90-26
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None
	

	91-26
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the following meetings:
Annual Town meeting held on Tuesday 12th May, 2026. Not approved at this meeting. (It is usual for these minutes to be approved at the Annual Town Meeting the following year).
Annual meeting held on Tuesday 19th May 2026 (including Mayor-Making).
RESOLVED. Approved. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. All in favour.
Extraordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 27th May 2026. 
RESOLVED. Approved. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour. 
	

	92-26
	4

	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
None present
	

	93-26
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The roadworks instigated by National Grid will end very soon.
The Mayor was saddened to hear about the vandalism in the Church that had led to the Church being locked in the day all week. It is being investigated.
The Mayor, County Cllr Houghton and others have been invited by the vicar to visit a church in Hereford which has been re-ordered to see the potential for St John’s.
There is still hope for the expression of interest in the Town of Culture to be accepted. More information has been requested.
	

	94-26
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
The Mayor thanked the Assistant Clerk for taking on extra responsibilities in the Clerk’s absence.
1. The Assistant Clerk is working through on-going issues with land registry; BT (Public Hall); EE (mobile phone); access to finance and updating the insurance. She asked Councillor’s to help if they have relevant historic information.
1. To consider moving the 21st July 2026 meeting to Tuesday 28th July 2026.
RESOLVED. The date be moved to 28th July, so the Assistant Clerk can clerk the meeting. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.
1. To consider financial support for Acton Scott Heritage Farm.
RESOLVED. Unfortunately, there is not enough room in this year’s budget, but it will be considered when planning next year’s budget. The Assistant Clerk will reply accordingly. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.

	

	95-26
	7
	UNITARY COUNCILLOR
As a result of the £100 million emergency support, Shropshire Council is being inspected. The verbal feedback has been positive so far.
There is a recruitment drive to enable better planning for economy.
The Local Plan Consultation is now open.
A lot of work is being done with NEETs, (Not in Education, Employment or Training). Shropshire is a top performer in England with low numbers.
Unfortunately, the Council has had to close two day-centres, but the affected people’s needs will continue to be met in other places.
The Car Rally coming to the Shropshire Hills in September is expected to bring £300,000 to the local economy. Businesses involved in hospitality need to register an interest. Some grants are available.
Some of the white-lining has now been done.
	

	96-26
	9
	RESOLVED. Item 9 be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.
REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
SALC, PACT, SPARC, PUBLIC HALL, TOWN HALL TRUST etc.
SALC: Cllr Dickin,  Perry and Carroll 
PACT – no longer exists
SpArC: Cllr Magill
Town Hall Trust: Cllrs Carroll; Perry and Gayle
Enterprise SW Shropshire: Cllr Carroll
Library: Cllr Halford
Christmas Lights: Cllr Perry
Friends of the Playing Fields Working Group: Cllr Embrey; Dickin and Angell
Board of Trustees Community Land Trust: Cllr Angell
Board of Trustees Old Castle Land Trust: Cllr Angell.
	

	97-26
	8
	REVIEW OF COMMITTEES
1. Continuation of Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups.
RESOLVED Existing committees to continue as they are. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour
1. Terms of Reference of Committees.
RESOLVED to review terms of reference at their first meeting. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
1. Membership of Committees.  Finance, Personnel and Scrutiny.
RESOLVED The Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be ex-officio members on the Finance, Personnel and the new Scrutiny Committee. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour
FINANCE: Cllrs Dickin, Kosciuczyk, Perry, Carroll, Magill and Halford.
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
PERSONNEL: Cllrs Dickin, Kosciuczyk, Perry, Carroll, Magill and Embrey.
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Kosciuczyk; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
SCRUTINY: Cllrs Dickin, Kosciuczyk, Perry, Carroll, Embrey and Blundell.
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Kosciuczyk; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour.
ALLOTMENTS LIAISON GROUP.
RESOLVED. Change of name to Allotments Committee. Members: Cllrs Angell, Carroll and Kosciuczyk. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
1. Confirm Delegated Powers of the clerk also Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups.
No change other than the amount of emergency spend available to the Assistant Clerk be reduced to £500. All in favour.
1. To appoint members to the grants panel.
Cllrs Dickin, Kosciuczyk, Jones, Carroll and Blundell.
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.
	

	98-26
	10
	REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL ITEMS
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Assets Register, Insurance cover for all insured risks.
No change other than the Assets Register and insurance cover are under review by the Assistant Clerk.
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
	

	99-26
	11
	REVIEW OF POLICIES 
Council’s Complaints Procedure, Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information and Data Protection Acts, Council’s Press policy.
RESOLVED. The Policies will be reviewed subsequent to the reviews by the HR Company and the scrutiny committee. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
	

	100-26
	12
	HIGHWAY MATTERS
STWA have twice looked at the leak by the Community College and claim it isn’t their problem. Cllr Perry has reported the leak on FixMyStreet.
There is still a visibility problem at the crossroads by the College caused by long grass.
Cllr Dickin will speak to Going Wild about mowing another strip.

	

	101-26
	13
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM FRIENDS OF BISHOP’S CASTLE PLAYING FIELDS
Cllr Dickin attended a meeting  to discuss the skateboard park. He has been making enquiries with various companies. Something to think about in next year’s budget.
The power in the field has been switched off to prevent freeloading by users of the park.
The owner has been asked again for written permission for the Council to take over the bowling green site.
Maintenance Contractor has been given an ultimatum to take down the fencing and bandstand which need removing before the carnival.
	

	102-26
	14
	FOOD RESILIENCE POLICY
Not all councillors have received a copy. Cllr Kosciucyzk will resolve this.

	

	103-26
	15
	PLANNING
i) 26/01731/COU  45 Church Street, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5AD Proposal:  Change of use former cafe back to residential use (ground floor only).
RESOLVED Support. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
ii) 26/02198/TCA  Plasauduon 5 Bull Lane Bishops Castle SY9 5DA    Fell 1no Plum within Bishops Castle Conservation Area.
RESOLVED Support. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.

	

	104-26
	16
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the Bank Reconciliation.
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
ii. To note the performance against the budget.
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. All in favour.
iii. To agree the Accounts 2025-2026.
RESOLVED Accepted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. All in favour.
iv. To appoint Mr. F McManus to undertake Internal Audit.
RESOLVED The assistant Clerk will approach and ask a different auditor (who conducted a very thorough audit a few years ago) to do the work before the end of July. If not, Mr McManus will be asked. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
v. To approve the following invoices for payment:
As per Schedule. 
	JUNE 2026 PAYMENTS
	
	

	waterplus
	Rates
	69
	147.78

	waterplus
	Rates
	70
	14.41

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	71
	157.00

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	72
	73.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	73
	303.34

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	74
	252.84

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	75
	1338.90

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	76
	11.65

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	77
	3.00

	Employees
	Salaries
	78-82
	4221.58

	HMRC
	HMRC
	83
	1141.55

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	84
	1456.79

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	85
	60.00

	waterplus
	Rates
	86
	46.77

	Siemens
	postage
	87
	219.62

	YGP
	Electricity
	88
	230.10

	SSE
	Electricity
	89
	179.73

	Viking
	Stationery
	90
	39.95

	Enterprise House
	Tourism
	91
	1800.00

	Visit Shropshire
	Tourism
	92
	1800.00

	Belvidere lifts 
	Maintenance
	93
	202.50

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	94
	123.14

	Shropshire Council 
	Electricity
	95
	1369.85

	Dan Turner
	tree maintenance 
	96
	1176.00

	Jon Rowland
S Willmer
	Allotments
Maintenance 
	97
98
	195.00
7.00

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	16571.50

	04.06.26
	
	
	

	Signed
	
	
	



Extra invoices: Lloyds £167.88; Mailroom £10.00.
A third invoice to Peninsula will not be paid until the price has been confirmed as there is a discrepancy over the amount.
RESOLVED The invoices be paid plus the two extra ones be paid, and Peninsula once agreed. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
	

	105-26
	17
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The film will be shown again on 9th September at SpArC.
	

	106-26
	18
	CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Dickin had received a letter of congratulations from the Lord Lt.
	

	107-26
	19
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None attended.
	

	108-26
	20
	NEXT MEETING
Ordinary Town Council meeting Tuesday 28th July 2026.
	

	109-26
	21
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts. – Agreed.
None.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 21.06pm.
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