Section 1 = Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

BISHOP'S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect fo the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. W havie pul in place arangements for effective financial
mianagament during the year, and for the preparatian of
ithe accounting statements,

We mainiained an adequate system of Internal control

Including measures designed to prevent and delect fraud
and corruplion and reviewed its effaclivensss.

prapaned iis accouwnting slatements in accondances
with the Accownts and Audif Regulations.

M

mads proper arengements and accepled rasponsibilily
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
ils chargs.

has only done what it has the kegal power lo do and has
compiied with Proper Praclices in doing so,

u

W loak all reasonable steps 0 assure cursalves
that fhere are no maiters of aclual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practicas that could have a significant financial effect
on the abillty of this authority lo conduct its

Buginess of manage Iis finances.

M
. We provided proper opportunily during the year far ‘/,. during the year gave all parsons interastad the oppartunily 1o

F

Ihe exarcise of electors’ rights in accordance with tha inspact and ask gueslions aboul this authority’s accounts,
requiraments of the Accounts and Audil Regulations,

G. We camied aut an assessment of the risks facing this
authosily and ook appropriale steps 1o manage those

consigerad and documented the financial and oter nsks it
faces and deall with them proparly.

risks. including the introduction of Internal conirols andfor
exiemal insurance cover where required,

i

| &. We mainiaingd throughau the year an adequate and | aranged for a competent persen, independent of the financial
| effective system of internal audil of the acoounting conlrols and proceduras, (o give an objaClive visw on whether
|  mcords and conirel syslems. internal conlrols meat the needs of this smaler autharily.
|
f
|
I

7. We lock appropriale aclion on all matlers rajsed j respanded to matters brought [o s atfention by imarnal and

| in reports from intérnal and exlesnal audil extarnal audit.

8, We considared whether any igation, Habilities o disciosed avarything it should have about s business activity

| commitments, events or ransactions, occurming either guring the year including evenis laking place alter the year
disring or after Ine year-end, hove a financial impact on / and if relevanl.

this auiharity and, where appropriale, have included them {
in the accounting slatemants, i

8. {Far local councils only) Trust funds induding
| charilable. In our capacity as the sole managing
irustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilties for the fund(siassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent \/
examination or audit,

has mat all of s responsibililes where, as a body
corpovate, if is & sole mansging trustee of a local
frus! or frusts.

“Please provide axplanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknessaes identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Ghair and Clerk of the mesting where
meeting of the authority on: approval w. A

25~ 6~ 24

and recorded as minute reference;

b — 2y vz Clerk M

https://bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

BISHOP'S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL

RESTWTED

:||:|I| £ A=) J

1. Balancas brought Total balancas and raserves at the beginning of the vear

forward 119,288 92 ,145| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agres to
Bax 7 of previous year.

2. (*) Precept or Rates and Total armount of precept for for IDBs rates and lsvies]
Levies 165,000 160,000 recsived or recaivable in the year. Exclude any grants

racaived.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

123,757 37.357| the precept or ralestevies recelved (line 2). Includa any
granis received,

4, (=) Staff costs Total expendiiure or paymenis made lo and on behaif

of alf employees. Includa gross salaries and wages,
51 '5?9' 5?‘5‘;2 employers NI contribulions, employers pension
conliributions, gratuities and severance paymants.

5. (-} Loan interasticapital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interes!
repayments 4,480 8,980| made during the year an the authority’s borrowings (if any),

6. (-} All other payments Tolal expendifura or payments as recorded in the cash-

259,831 180,222| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capilal
rapaymants (lina 5).

7. (=) Balances carned Tolal balances and resarves at the and of the yaar. Mus!
forward 92,145 42,758| aqual (142+3) - (4+5+6),

8, Total value of cash and The sum of all curant and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 63,838 21,5089| holdings and short term investments hald as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

8, Total fixed assets plus The valua of all the property the autherlly owns - if Is made
long term invesiments 961,368 C\q‘lfsa- up of all its fixed assais and long term invastmants as at
and assats 31 March,

10. Total borrewings The oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

107,006 100,985| from third parties {including PWLE).
For Local Councils Qnly
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds . The Council, 85 & body corporate, scls 85 sole frustee and
(including charitable) v Is responsibls for menaging Trust funds or assefs,
11h. Disclosure note re Trust funds / The figures in the accounting statemeants above
{including charitabla) excluda any Trust transactions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipis and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities = a
Pracitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible ncial Officer before being
presented to the authori approval

25~ 6 ~De

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

28~ 4-24
as recorded In minute reference:
6 ~2uv

Signed by Chalr of the meeting where the Accounting
ements were approved

o M.;.\.
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Section 3 - External Auditor’'s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Bishop's Castle Town Council — SH0025

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAD), A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carmied out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would, The UK, Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

= gummarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant 1o our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’'s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Om the bases of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govermance and Accountability Refum [(AGAR), in our opimon the informalion in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR s in accordance with Proper Prachices and no othes matters have come lo our attention giving cause for concarm
relevant legisiation and reguialory requirements have nol baan met

Other matters not aflecting our opinion which we draw to the attenton of the authonty

The smaller authority has prepared its accounts on an income and expenditure basis for 202324 and restated the prior year on the same basis,
However, we have not been provided with the workings to support the restatement of the prior year figures or a Box 7 to 8 reconciliation for]
that year. We note that the prior year Section 2, Box 8 figure does not agree to the Section 2, Box 8 figure reported on the 2022/23 AGAR,|
however, no explanation has been provided for this.

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 1,2,3,4,56,8.9, but it has|

provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for mon-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses)

identified. This is consistent with the internal auditor's response to internal control objectives A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, 1, 1, L M, N and 0. The smaller

|awl:hnrﬂv is taking action to address these significant areas of weakness. It should be noted that these responses acknowledges the significant]
aknesses within the internal controls and the failings of the smaller authority in complying with the governance assertions,

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

Extermnal Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Extemal Audior Signatre Pt Kot v Dale 25/09/2024
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