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MINUTES OF THE MAYOR MAKING AND ANNUAL MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 19TH  MAY 2025 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	
	
	

	Cllr J. Carroll 
	Cllr R. Bromley
	
	
	

	Cllr T. Halford
Cllr G Perry
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr S. Jones
Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr S. Angell
	
	
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	
	
	

	Mrs C. Owen, Cllr R. Houghton and 10 members of the public.
	
	

	
	Fire Procedure
	
	
	

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	
	
	

	
	
	The Mayor explained that the Clerk had been suspended pending an investigation, but the Council would continue with some extra protocol in place in the Clerk’s absence.

	
	
	

	69-26
	1
	ELECTION OF MAYOR
	
	
	

	
	
	Nominations were invited.
RESOLVED Cllr Dickin was elected. Proposed Cllr Halford; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
	
	
	

	70-26
	2
	MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor confirmed it was a privilege to serve the town. It was amazing to see what the town has achieved despite it being a rocky year. Ex-Councillor Andy Stelman had publicly thanked the Mayor for his past service to the town and the Mayor wanted to thank Andy for his service as Councillor, and in particular Deputy Mayor, until his resignation part way through last year. His support was much appreciated.
The Town is changing – there are a lot of exciting things going on, but there are also changes being implemented by Shropshire Council and the Mayor thanked Councillors for their continued service going forward.
	
	
	

	71-26
	3
	ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR
	
	
	

	
	
	Nominations were invited.
RESOLVED Cllr Kosciuczyk was elected. Proposed Cllr Halford; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.  
The Mayor thanked Cllr Magill for stepping in as Deputy Mayor during the year. Cllr Magill said it was an honour to serve.

	
	
	

	72-26

	4
	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
The Mayor (already robed) put on the chain. Cllr Magill transferred her robe to Cllr Kosciuczyk. 
In accordance with Section 83 of the Local Government Act 1972, in the absence of the Clerk, the Declarations of Acceptance of Office must be signed by two members of the Council.
The Mayor read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, which was signed by Cllr Halford and Cllr Gayle as witnesses.
The Mayor read the Statutory Oath of Allegiance.
The Deputy Mayor read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, which was signed by Cllr Embrey and Cllr Blundell as witnesses.
RESOLVED: The re-elected Mayor’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Statutory Oath of Allegiance, (plus the Deputy Mayor’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office), be received. In the absence of a Proper Officer, the declarations were witnessed by Cllrs Halford and Carroll, (and Cllrs Embrey and Blundell for the Deputy Mayor). It was agreed that the physical signed documents be deposited directly into the secure Clerk’s Office immediately following the meeting to await the arrival of the incoming Clerk.

	
	
	

	73-26
	5
	APPOINTMENT OF THE MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN
Revd Stephanie Fountain was appointed.

	
	
	

	74-26
	6
	APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR’S CONSORT
Ms Lindsey Habgood-Benbow was appointed.

	
	
	

	75-26
	7
	MAYOR’S CIVIC DAY ARRANGEMENTS
The Civic Service will be at St John’s Church on Sunday 27th September. Parade at 10.30am followed by the Service at 11am. It will be a Civic Day of multiple activities and an opportunity to say thank you to members of the town for their hard work.

	
	
	

	76-26
	8
	APOLOGIES Cllr Bromley

	
	
	

	77-26
	9
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.   Cllr Perry: Item19.vii (finance).
b) To declare any personal interests.     None

	
	
	

	78-26
	10
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES of 21st April 2026. 
RESOLVED Accepted. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
	
	
	

	


79-26
	


15

	RESOLVED Item 15 be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Magill; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION     
a) A member of public spoke to the Council about an on-going issue regarding the BT internet account at the Public Hall when The Underground was running.  As far they are concerned there is no outstanding personal debt, but Enterprise House keep getting payment demands from BT. As the Internet account is no longer validated, the named account holder, cannot access it, nor Enterprise House as the connected address and receiver of the demands. The Clerk and Cllr Perry have tried to resolve it with BT but to no avail.
As this has been going on for over 8 months, the member of public asked the Council to take control of the account, (with regard to the Public Hall the Council is the owner of last resort) and resolve the issue so that their names can be cleared.
b) An update was given on the Community Wind Turbine Energy Project.
Planning permission was granted last year, originally to be connected to a heat network, but this has proved not viable, so it will be a stand-alone turbine.
The second option was to supply SpArC with electricity, but as well as an imminent tenancy renewal, Engage Electrical Ltd have said the turbine (High Voltage) is not compatible with SpArC, (Low Voltage).
The only option left is to supply the grid directly.
50 people have expressed an interest in joining an Energy Club, whereby they will get discount. A grant would be needed of around £700,000.
The meeting was suspended at 7.55pm due to the fire alarm going off. Everyone evacuated the building. The building was checked by both Councillors and the Fire Brigade who had attended. It was deemed safe to return.
RESOLVED The meeting be continued at 8.06pm. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
Cllr Perry continued to assist the Fire Brigade with the check and therefore was not present straightaway, and not every member of the public returned.
b) The update was continued.
The group are considering putting in for permission to build a taller turbine. Raising the tip height from 80m to 100m would provide 20% more electricity. This would require grants of £300,000.
Everyone for their support, including the Council.
c) An update on the Food Resilience Strategy, as part of the Shropshire Good Food Partnership was given.
The aim is to foster strong food resilience strategies by working with food producers, suppliers, parish councils and other organisations (such as the Food Banks) to make pathways and partnerships which will respond quickly and efficiently when there are food shocks such as in the pandemic.
Cllr Perry returned to the meeting 8.20pm.
A Food Resilience Policy has been sent to Councillors for them to read and digest. Being pro-active will create a faster response to any crisis. The policy can be adapted for issues with water and energy.
Councillors were asked to read it and afterwards the group would like to talk with Councillors to formulate a plan of action and conduct a community consultation before a final approval by Council. 

	
	
	

	80-26
	11
	REVIEW OF COMMITTEES
a. Continuation of Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups.
b. Terms of Reference of Committees.
c. Membership of Committees Finance, personnel and Scrutiny.
d. Confirm Delegated Powers of Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups 
RESOLVED It was agreed form a new scrutiny committee and to defer item 11 to the next meeting. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.

	
	
	

	81-26
	12
	REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES
SALC, LJC, PACT, SPARC, Public Hall, Town Hall Trust, and any other bodies.
RESOLVED It was agreed to defer item 12 to the next meeting. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
	
	
	

	82-26
	13
	REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL ITEMS
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Assets Register, Insurance cover for all insured risks. The Clerk confirmed that the regulations had been updated.
RESOLVED It was agreed to review at the next meeting including scrutiny committee. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour.
	
	
	

	83-26
	14
	REVIEW OF POLICES 
Council’s Complaints Procedure, Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information and Data Protection Acts, Council’s Press policy.
RESOLVED It was agreed to postpone Item 14 for the new scrutiny committee to review and set deadlines. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour.
	
	
	

	
	15
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION   Already done.
	
	
	

	84-26
	16
	UNITARY COUNCILLOR    Cllr Houghton gave her annual report.
Congratulations to Cllrs Dickin and Kosciuczyk on their appointment.
Cllr Houghton’s portfolio had changed. She was now responsible for Adult Social Care and Health.
Shropshire Council’s financial situation remains difficult and there will be cuts to some services.
SpArC and the Library are safe for now.
The SpArC improvements are progressing well. Thanks to the Town Council for its contribution.
Two resurfacing projects are planned this year and white-lining and disabled spaces markings will hopefully be done very soon.
Danters did a good job in tidying up any litter at the May Fair.

	
	
	

	85-26
	17
	REPORT FROM THE CLERK  The report is unavailable.
	
	
	

	86-26
	18
	PLANNING    
26/01724/LBC Minor internal alterations to fireplace and oak beams. 29 Welsh St, Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire. SY9 5BS
RESOLVED to support. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.

	
	
	

	87-26
	19
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the Bank Reconciliation.
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. Passed by majority.
ii. To note the performance against the budget – not received.
iii. To agree that Bishop’s Castle Town Council meets the criteria to exercise the General Power of Competence. 
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
iv. To review and agree Direct Debits and Standing Orders as attached. 
RESOLVED. Agreed. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Angell. Passed by majority.
v. To agree the Accounts 2025-2026.
RESOLVED to defer to an extraordinary meeting. Proposed Cllr Magill; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.
vi. To appoint Mr. F McManus to undertake Internal Audit.
RESOLVED to defer to the June meeting. Proposed Cllr Blundell; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
vii. To approve the following invoices for payment:
As per Schedule
	MAY 2026 PAYMENTS

	 Waterplus
	Rates
	36
	147.78

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	37
	157.00

	BT
	telephone 
	38
	303.34

	BT
	telephone 
	39
	252.84

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	40
	1338.90

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	41
	14.20

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	42
	3.00

	G.J. Rippon
	Staff Wages
	43
	4221.58

	S Smith
	Staff Wages
	44
	

	N Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	45
	

	P. Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	46
	

	Stevan Warburton
	Staff Wages
	47
	

	HMRC
	HMRC
	48
	1141.55

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	49
	1456.79

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	50
	60.00

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	51
	73.00

	Waterplus
	Rates
	52
	14.41

	PHS
	Toilet consumables 
	53
	921.74

	PHS
	Toilet consumables 
	54
	1486.37

	Halls
	Toilet consumables 
	55
	14.50

	Simply Docs
	Legal Costs
	56
	106.20

	YGP
	Electricity
	57
	230.10

	G.J. Rippon
	Twinning
	58
	42.00

	G.J. Rippon
	Expenses
	59
	25.84

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	60
	49.30

	Dan Turner
	Maintenance
	61
	210.00

	G Perry 
	Civic expenses
	62
	1000.00

	G Perry 
	Maintenance
	63
	55.46

	Allotment Society
	Affiliation Fees
	64
	66.00

	Metro Rod
	Maintenance
	65
	693.00

	J. Dickin
	Mayor’s Allowance
	66
	1000.00


	TOTAL
14.05.26
	
	 
	15084.90

	
	
	
	 


Cllr Dickin declared a pecuniary interest in lieu of his Mayor’s allowance of £1000 which was added to the list of payments at the meeting.
RESOLVED The invoices (plus the Mayor’s Allowance), be paid. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Halford. Passed by majority
	
	
	

	88-26
	20
	NEXT MEETING  
Extraordinary Council Meeting – to be decided.
Regular Council Meeting, Tuesday 16th June at 7.30pm. 
The chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
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