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Welcome to the Town Newsletter

‘\" Hello and welcome to this Spring
' edition of our ever improving Town
newsletter!

It's great to have some warmth in the
air, after a pretty dreary winter! | think
that we deserve a few sunny days
this coming Spring and Summer.

There is plenty to update you all on.
So here goes!

Firstly, I'd like to apologise to all those
) o - who have put up with having the
The Mayor Josh Dickin Christmas lights attached to their
house for much longer than
anticipated. It was not intended to leave them up for this long. The weather
has not been kind as you know. We will get them down asap.

At the time of writing, the Town Council is on the cusp of submitting its
expression of interest application for the newly created Town of Culture
status. Created by the UK Government, | believe the Town has a strong
chance, and the bid was very professionally put together by a small amount
of people who have spent a lot of time trying to ‘sell’ The town. | thank them
for their hard work to date. The bid really does show why B.C. would be
worth becoming the first UK Town of Culture! Fingers crossed!

It is great to see the new Co-op building coming along. This will be a great
asset to the Town, it's been a long time coming, thank you to Ransfords for
persevering through the red tape to really help benefit the town!

Staying in that part of town, the May Fair will soon be here, taking place on
Friday 8th May and Saturday 9th May. This year, the May Fair will require a
full road closure from the Thursday afternoon to the Sunday. This is to allow
some rides on the road due to the limited space. The rides will not be in
front of people’s houses.

The road will be closed from the Boar’s Head junction, with vehicular
access only to the houses and businesses along the closed area. The
closure will finish at the New Street junction on Station Street. Emergency
access will be allowed through the closure. Thank you for your
understanding in advance.

Sticking with the events theme, once again we are looking forward to a full
events schedule. A big well done to all the committees, who | know, are
struggling to continue, but will still manage to pull it off. | fully support the



Michaelmas Fair decision to bring the event forward. It makes sense and let’s
hope that the sun is shining. Please support these events where you can,
they really need your help. Many are also struggling financially, lots of
fundraising is planned. Keep an eye out and give your support whenever you
can.

The Annual Town Meeting will take place on Tuesday May 12th at 7pm. This
is your chance to come along and raise issues in the town. More information
re the format of this event will be publicised soon.

The Town Council Grants round will soon be open, limited to £500 per
successful application. More details are in the newsletter and to follow on
Facebook and other communications.

Keeping to the subject of money, many residents will have had their precept
demands through the Post. The Council Tax situation in BC is explained in an
article, after my write-up, put together by a couple of councillor’s. | thank them
for the comprehensive information given to you. As you will see on the
precept demand letter, we have not increased your contributions to the Town
Council, something | feel very strongly about given the current climate. And
given that Shropshire’s demand was granted and special permission given to
increase their element by 9%, | feel that a rise at our level could not be
justified this year. Planning for next year’s budget is already taking place, as
serious conversations will be taking place with Shropshire Council regarding
small scale devolution. This will, in turn, hopefully see better services
provided.

| would also like to formally thank you, Andrew Wallace, our street cleaner for
many years. Enjoy your retirement Andrew! We are already noticing your
absence, something which we are working on with Shropshire Council.

Sadly, we end on a negative point: the graffiti and anti-social behaviour in the
town. It has no place, it isn’t wanted and it certainly does not reflect the
community that we live in. If it’'s you who'’s doing it, or you know who is,
please stop. This community will not be dragged into such stupidity and
ignorance.

Thank you for taking the time to read this write up.

All the best
Josh

(Cover flower pictures kindly supplied by Sarah Gillard)

@ josh.dickin@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
® 07530691106



Council Tax — a brief explanation

Last month the Council announced that for 2026/27 there would be a slight
decrease to £308.26 for each band D property in the Town’s Council Tax
payments. Bishop’s Castle will, however, still be near the top of table and it
was thought an explanation was therefore due as to why that is the case.
Our higher taxes are mainly the result of :

a) the moratorium concerning the sewage works and water quality in the
River Clun (fresh water mussels) which, nearly ten years ago, stopped
the building of 90 new houses for which planning permission had
already been given. This would have increased the Town’s housing
stock by around 10 or 15 per cent with a similar contribution to Council
tax receipts. Most other towns of our size do not have this restriction
and have benefitted accordingly. There is a group trying to find a way to
get the moratorium lifted, and

b) the fact that as a Town, in addition to looking after our playing fields,
community spaces, public toilets, street lighting and many other
aspects of daily life, the Council directly or indirectly supports many
‘extra curricular’ activities, such as the many events and festivals the
town hosts and campaigns, such as saving the hospital and the Onny
river pipeline.

It is true that a large part of our ‘budget’ or ‘precept’ goes towards overheads
including paying our officers and staff. These employees are contractually
bound by national rates of pay determined by the appropriate Civil Service
pay grades for the task. Additionally there are increasing costs for the Town
Hall, insurance, equipment leases, IT services to be paid; nearly 10 per cent
of the total budget goes in electricity payments. There is little flexibility for
cuts in this area. The accounts are independently audited twice each year,
once by an auditor appointed by the Audit Commission, and found to be in
order.

The remainder of the budget is used to support the allotments, pump track,
youth services, Christmas lights, the newsletter — which is virtually self
supporting - and grants. This year grants are being held to a maximum of
£500 for each application and a number of projects — such as the
refurbishment of the Auction Yard Toilets and a plan to reinvigorate the High
Street — are being put on hold. The Council hopes to revisit these decisions
should finances improve.

In the interests of prudence, an allocation this year has also been made to
reserves in case Shropshire Council decides, as mooted, to delegate the
support of more local services to local councils.

If you have any questions or views on Council Tax, please email the
Assistant Clerk on Assistantherk@bistlopscastletowncounciI.gov.uk.



Thursday April 16th  7.00pm NT LIVE: ALL MY SONS
Sunday April 19th 3.00pm LIVE MUSIC: SWINGS AND ROUNDABOUTS

A Ronnie Lane Celebration SOLD OUT

Tuesday April 21st ~ 2.00pm AFTERNOON FILM: WHITE BIRD -
A WONDER STORY

Thursday April 23rd  7.00pm FILM: HAMNET

Sunday April 26th ~ 2.00pm ROB: THE MAGIC FLUTE

Thursday April 30th 7pm FILM: ONE BATTLE AFTER ANOTHER (15)
Thursday May 14th  7.00pm FILM: THE NORTH

Thursday May 21st ~ 7.00pm Exhibition On Screen: Frida Kahlo

Thursday May 28th 7.00pm NTLIVE: THE PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN WORLD
Saturday 30th May 11.00 am LIVE FAMILY SHOW: SO UNFAIR

www.sparctheatre.co.uk liz@sparctheatre.co.uk

S C Tel: 01588 638038
THE rl'RE Please visit the website to see full details of the programme.
VT NORMAN JONES
d\@)// Sports & Holistic BISHOP'S CASTLE &
Massage Therapist Domestic Appliance Repairs "\
~ Serenity ~ 07968087981 Same Day/Next Day Service | 0 -
Sports & Holistic o18886507 Repairs ..PETE.. 07971 252069 /
M ) Speciaisingin pin Sales .. Norman .. 07816 875233
assage Theraples Stress l\;lanugement Home 01 588 638677

www.serenityholisticmassagetherapies.co.uk

We're on the well-known corner

of B4385 & B4368
at Little Brampton gvPEER“Y MB GRASSCUTTING
between Bishop's Castle, REGULAR LAWN CUTS
Clun and Craven Arms DAY i
We look § d GARDEN TIDY UPS
I v ‘“ orward fo Friendly, reliable and professional service.
THE OLD seeing you for snacks No job too small!  Locally based

. teas & refreshments.

A lease call Mark for free quote on 07388 676775 or
Events, parties P . R .
Wlleelwnght I'I:Id specpinl Igmups email mbgrasscutting@gmail.com

L. TEA HOUSE Bl especially catered for.

Online events calendar at
bishopscastleandbeyond.co.uk/events-whatson/
For a constantly updated list of local events remember to visit Spotlight on Events

on the Bishop’s Castle and Beyond website, local groups and events are also invit-
ed to upload their events for free.
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Dates for your Diary

April

Fri 3" at 11am

Sun 5" at 11am
Mon 6™ to Thurs. 16™
Sun 19" at 3pm

Fri 24" — Sun 26"

Sat 25™

Thurs 30"

May

Fri 8" and Sat 9™
Tues 11th

14" to 17"

Fri 15" at 7pm

Sun 24"
Sun 10" to Sun17'™"

Future

Sunday 7" June at 3pm
Thursday 9th June
Saturday 20" June
Sunday 21" June
Saturday 4" July
Saturday 18" July
Saturday 5" September

Good Friday at St John’s Church

Easter Day at St John’s Church.

Book, DVD & CD Sale Town Hall

The Ludlow Orchestra Flute

Section at St. John’s Church.

‘Bells’ Fest’ at the Six Bells. A weekend of
live music with a fundraiser on the Saturday
for Party in the Park.

Round And About Walks -

Bishop’s Castle & Clun

Lets do Business in Bishop’s Castle,

Free session by Marches Growth Hub at
Enterprise House

May Fair

Annual Town Meeting Town Hall 7pm
Bishop’s Castle Walking Festival 2026
‘Following in the Footsteps of Welsh
Drovers’ by Mark Davis. Town Hall.

Yard Sale

Just Up Your Street Again. Exhibition at
Stars Shop featuring photographs and other
memorabilia of houses and shops in the
town.

Schubert’s Trout at St. John’s Church
Dementia Carers Relax and Recharge Day
Abbeyfield 70" Garden Party 2 — 4 pm
Midsummer Rejoicing at St. John’s Church
Bishop’s Castle Carnival .

Party in the Park.

Michaelmas Fair. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE



Bishop’s Castle Library

Tues April 7th Very Hungry Caterpillar Story and Craft Morning 10.30 - 12
Saturday 11th April Spring Lego Challenge 10 -12.30

Childrens Easter Trail throughout Easter Holidays Indoors durmg_’ 3
opening hours o

Rhyme Time every Monday during term time 10.30am-11.00am
Tots and Tales Duplo Club every Tuesday 10 am—-11am
Family Board Game Club every Friday afternoon 3.30pm-5.00pm
Lego Club every Saturday morning 10am-12.30pm
Hearing Support Tuesday 14th April and 12th May

(booking essential)
Dementia Carers Group  20th April and 18th May
11.30 am -1.00pm
Friends Coffee Morning  Friday 24th April and Friday 22nd May

STARS POP-UP
APRIL

Monday 30" March — Sunday 5" April
INDIGO EXHIBITION AND SALE
(With Japanese Stitch workshops on Wednesday 1% — Saturday 4™

Monday 6™ — Sunday 12" April ROB CORFIELD paintings
Thursday and Friday 23" and 24™ April  PLANT SALE

Monday 27" April CO-OP COMMUNITY DAY
MAY

Friday 1% — Saturday 9™ May BAMBER HAWES EXHIBITION

Monday 11" — Saturday 16" May
HERITAGE RESOURCE CENTRE

Tuesday 19" — Thursday 21st LIZ MORAN POP UP CAFE
in aid of Shrewsbury Ark

Saturday 23" — Monday 25th May SAM ANGELL’S VINTAGE SALE

Tuesday 26" - Saturday 30" May KEITH NOBLE PAINTINGS
EXHIBITION









Bishop’s Castle News

News from the Police
Preventing Heating Oil Theft
With the cost of heating oil rising over recent weeks due to the conflict in the
Middle East, so has the risk of being targeted by heartless thieves looking to
steal it. Below are some steps to help prevent the theft of heating oil -

Location of the tank — The tanks position can have a significant effect on its
vulnerability. If it's too close to the house and overlooked, then the thief may
consider the chances of being seen too high. If it’s close to the road or other
access points, then it may be an easier target. Many tanks are hidden behind
the garage or other structures which could be an advantage to the thief.
Therefore, the following security measures should be considered: Padlocks -
Robust closed shackle padlocks offer the most resistance to bolt croppers.

Oil level gauges - Consider using oil level gauge alarms, these remote-
control alarms activate if the tank level suddenly drops or falls below a
quarter full. Proximity alarms- Battery operated motion sensor alarms can
make an audible alarm and some can also alert designated mobile phones
that monitor activity that’s detected around the tank.

Security lighting - If your tank is visible from your home, this can deter
thieves. Low level ‘dusk to dawn ‘or motion detection lighting can be an
effective crime deterrent. CCTV - This can be set up to watch over an
isolated tank and also act as a deterrent to thieves.

Defensive planting — Consider the planting of thorny bushes to prevent
entry to the tank, also the addition of walls, fences or trellis can help to hide
the shape or site of a green heating oil tank.

Report it If the crime is happening now call 999 - if you are unsure, we’d
rather hear about it and decide if a theft is occurring - if it is safe to do so,
take photos of suspects or the number plate of their car (do not approach
suspects, as they have been known to use violence) ¢ if the crime has
already happened then you can report it online - https://
www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

Road Closures:
Road Closure: Unnamed road between Picklescott And Pulverbatch.

Start Date: 6th April 2026 End Date: 8th May 2026
Road Closure: Bull Street Bishops Castle

Start Date: 11th May 2026 End Date: 15th May 2026
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RELAX AND

RECHARGE DAY
FREE
FOR ALL CARERS
Tuesday 9" June 2026 11.30 - 3pm

Village Hall, Norbury, SY9 5DX

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
call 01588 65090 or 07950 270491 or
email bc800club@gmail.com

Have a quiet chat with free tea and cake
or a light lunch, enjoy a massage,
different treatments, crafts, relaxation
sessions and more.

Supported by the 800 club, Hobson Charitable Trust,
BC Town Council and the Mothers’ Union

Art in the Museum at
the House on Crutches
April 2026

Join Meg at the museum to explore our
collection through a different lens and
draw or paint what you find

Three Monday
morning sessions
10am to 12pm on
13, 20, 27 April
£10 per session or
£25 for all three.

Booking essential. Please
phone Meg Hemmings on

01588 638250 or email

h 5 N6
5! 4 -

6 MLE LOOP OR 23 MLE CHALLENGE

ROUND & ABOUT
BISHOP'S CASTLE

& CLUN ‘]
WALK & SUPPORT!

ONLY £25 PER PERSON (UNDER 16s FREE* .
INC. REFRESHMENTS, MAPS, GPS, & GOODY BAG**







Party in the Park
The Party in the Park team are delighted to finalise the lineup for Saturday
18th July.

This year, we have an exciting mix of Party in the Park favourites as well as
many bands who haven’t played with us before. Come and enjoy Packet
Racket, Fight the Bear, Joe Le Taxi, Sean Gaffney and Kiwi Taxi. Plus
great bands you’ll have fun getting to know - The Mink, Suckle, Connie,
Gauche and Woke Mind Virus.

Bishop’s Castle Party in the Park is a top-value one day music festival!
Before July, there’s even more fun to be had at fundraising events helping
to ensure we can put Party in the Park on each year.

As part of Bells Fest weekend (24th-26th April), the Saturday will be a
fundraiser day for Party in the Park. Look out for posters to see the
weekend lineup of bands. And next month you can test your brain cells for a
good cause at the Mayor’s quiz at the Six Bells on Friday 8th May, with a
raffle and your entry fee going to help Party in the Park.

Spring is here in Bishop’s Castle, remember to put these dates in your
calendar!

Michaelmas Fair
For 2026 Change of date, now the 5th September

The Michaelmas Fair is part of the fabric of Bishop’s Castle which draws in
visitors, supports local businesses, and provides a memorable day for the
community. The ‘street fair is the thing that makes it great and we are
always looking for volunteers both with the year round organising of the fair
plus the 100 plus required on the day to help with the safe and organised
execution of the day.

There are stall pitches still available with more information and an
application form on the website. The vehicle procession will be 2pm.
Vintage vehicle applications are via the website with a cut off date of 17th
August to apply. www.michaelmasfair.org.uk

The lantern procession will start at 8pm at the Church this year with a
workshop in the Church Barn to make them on Saturday August 29th.

Bells’ Fest
Three days of local music in the Six Bells’ yard from Friday 24™ to Sunday
26th April. Food all weekend from SHAYLEE BBQ. Pay as you feel.
Proceeds from Saturday go towards Party in the Park. The rest goes
towards the musicians.
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Bishop’s Castle Community Land Trust and Stars Shop

GRAND MUSIC SALE

The Music Sale Week organised by Jim Gaffney was a great success! Over
twenty musical instruments made their way from seasoned local musicians
to youngsters needing to get started. Also lots of equipment, amps, pedals,
CDs, vinyl, and sheet music were donated and sold. Lots of chat with all the
'musos’ in town and a great atmosphere the whole week. There will be
another one next year!

The AGM

This year's CLT AGM is on Saturday 25" of April from 3.30 — 5 pm, at the
Church Barn. Refreshments, a raffle and special guest speaker Janet Cobb
from the Middle Marches Land Trust who will update us on what they are
doing.Everyone (whether a member or not) is very welcome. If you are at
the Six Bells for Bellsfest, just nip over for an hour, a cup of tea and to find
out what we are up to.

Business Park — progress
There is continuing interest in the activity on the Business Park. Progress is
being made. Most units are now occupied.

Shropshire Council confirmed that rents for the Bishops Castle Business
Park are deemed to be a fair market value for the area and quality of the
development, given that this is brand new, Grade A construction with
renewable features such as solar panels. Whilst it is acknowledged that
sites such as Enterprise House or Love Lane Industrial Estate may be
quoting far lower rents, these are older stock, without the same quality
features and would be less cost effective to run without the renewable
features

Below is the current status for each unit.

Unit 1 14,000 sq ft - internally leased to Shropshire Museums, for the
storage of items from Shire Hall, Acton Scott etc etc.

Unit 2 - 15,000 sq ft - In negotiations but not proving easy to let.

Unit 3 - 10,000 sq ft - Adventure Cinema are moving into this unit. They
have outgrown units 4 A & B

Unit 4A - 2,000 sq ft — Poetry on Prescription

Unit 4B - 2,000 sq ft — Sunshine Coast Football Club

Units 4C and 4D- 2,000 sq ft each- a commercial dealer, slowly moving in.
Unit 4E - 2,000 sq ft - Occupied - MONK FITNESS.
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Marches
Foot Care

Marches Foot Care &
Earwax Removal

Call Vikki or book online for an appointment at our Bishop’s Castle clinic.

Tel. www.marchesfootcare.co.uk

ared  \/ikki Robson
iogd DipCFHP MPSPract IS

Qualified insured and a member of the Alliance of Private Sector Practitioners




Bishop’s Castle Town Council
Grant Awarding Policy

1. 1. Introduction

Bishop’s Castle Town Council has powers to award grants to local
organisations to support their activities in

the parish of Bishop’s Castle. In doing so, the Town Council is aware of its
responsibility for public funds and for the distribution of these funds to be
properly managed.

Each year the Town Council allocates a specific amount of funds to be
made available as grants to local organisations. Throughout the year
applications are considered by the Town Council. The maximum new grant
at the present time is for £500.

A grant is any payment made by the Council to be used by an organisation
for a specific purpose in the furtherance of the wellbeing of the local
community, either generally or for a specific purpose, and which is not
directly controlled or administered by the Council.

Bishop’s Castle Town Council awards grants at its discretion to community
organisations who can demonstrate a clear need for financial support to
provide benefits to Bishop’s Castle parish by:

* Providing a service

* Enhancing the quality of life

* Improving the environment

* Promoting Bishops Castle in a positive way

2. Organisation and Locality

Applications will only be accepted from charitable, voluntary or non-profit
making organisations

Applications cannot be accepted from individuals

Organisations should be local to Bishop’s Castle Parish, or if outside the
boundary, its work should be of benefit to the parish and its residents.

The Council is unable to give financial assistance to organisations operating
overseas or to a fund established to help persons outside the UK.

3. Process

All applications should be on the Council’s application form (attached).
Applicants will be required to submit a copy of the last year’s accounts with
the application form.

Applicants will be required to submit a copy of their constitution with the
application form.
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. - : - a blue to dye for
CELEBRATING NA“°=|A|:1:|::$Y“ELD SOCIETY 70 . Our second annual exhibition
o and sale of wonderful indigo
ABBEYFIELD GARDEN PARTY v ﬂ ’ 1 iles, fabrics, clothes an
e e . £ blue textiles, fabrics, es and
much more...
e 8 » And new this year, workshops with Janice ;
oy e A o s L) ‘ ; Gunner acclaimed sashiko, shibori and
"‘:‘:‘_ all) 1 indigo dyeing expert.
Cream Tea & Prosecco f At: Stars Pop Up shop
Varlety of stalls & Raffle . : ),
Muslc by Kaotikos Bishop’s Castle SY9 5AE
From March 30t - April 6
Everyone welcomel

More Info froem Diane Gaffey at Textile Traders

Abbeyfield, Oak Meadow, Bishop’s Castle, SY95PA
01588 63001

Abbey'ffeld

Abbeyfield bishops@biconnect.com
Abbeyfieldengland.com

bl( Esliofp;s Castle Tennis Club

CELEB, NG 750 T ] <
7 //1’.71 //\( 100 YEARS 1 \/

CLUB PLAY

FOR ADULTS
] Come and try one of our
%" FREE Club Play tennis sessions
Every Saturday morning
throughout April »
10am - 12pm

Just come along to our courts on
Love Lane, Bishops Castle
or visit our website for info

A great way to try before you join our

friendly and inclusive tennis club \")
I

www.bishopscastletennis.org

Registered Charity Number 1211728







PCB

SOLICITORS

CONVEYANCING - WILLS - PROBATE - DIVORCE
POWER OF ATTORNEY - CRIME
DISPUTE RESOLUTION - AGRICULTURAL
COMMERCIAL - BUSINESS

- www.pcblaw.co.uk -

CONVENIENT LOCAL OFFICES AT:
BISHOP'S CASTLE - CHURCH STRETTON - LUDLOW
KNIGHTON - SHREWSBURY - TELFORD

- Call 01694 723818 -

STONE HOUSE,
BISHOPS CASTLE

Nestled in the heart of Bishop's Castle, Stone House offers
residential accommodation for older people with or without
dementia.

We can also offer respite beds when available

For more information contact

Keturah Bloor,
Telephone 01588 638487
E-mail kbloor@coveragecareservices.co.uk

Stone House, Union Street, Bishop's Castle, SY9 5AJ







