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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 21st APRIL 2026 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr S. Jones
Cllr G. Perry 
Cllr L. Blundell
	Cllr M Gayle
Cllr J. Magill


	Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr R. Bromley
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr T. Halford
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mrs S. Smith, Mrs C. Owen, County Cllr R Houghton. 

	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	

	51-26
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllrs Magill and Gayle
RESOLVED Apologies accepted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Embrey. 
All in favour.


	52-26
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  
     Cllrs Perry and Carroll. Item 18 Town Hall Trust.

	

	53-26
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 17th March 2026 further to an amendment to item 40-26	7.
RESOLVED. Approved. Proposed Cllr Perry Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
 
	

	54-26





	4





	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
i. Unitary Council member
There is a new Director of Planning and Property Development. 
Andrew Wallace’s replacement has now started litter picking, emptying bins, etc.
Food disposal is still an issue.
The Local plan goes before cabinet soon. The Neighbourhood plan is still in place for Bishop’s Castle. Councillors are encouraged to check the map. CIL money is included in the plan.
Shropshire Council’s financial situation is still difficult.
The government has put £780,000 aside to assist households on oil central heating. More information is coming soon.
Free School Meal vouchers will be discontinued over the school holidays. People should be encouraged to use the Food Bank.
Both the Tourism Plan and the Local Nature Recovery Plan have been adopted by Shropshire Council.
The two disabled spaces in the Auction Yard have been repainted. The others remain to be done. Resurfacing will be done up Banks Head and Colebatch to Cefn Einion.
Shropshire Council’s Special Needs provision is undergoing a 3-week inspection by Ofsted.
Shropshire Library Service needs to make savings but the local library has funds for another year at least.
	

	55-26
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
Road Closures and other permissions have now been organised for the May Fair.
At the end of May, National Grid will be digging up Church Street near the Boar’s Head junction. There will be a temporary bus stop outside Norton House.
The Playing Field fence and band stand are being removed next week.
The stench pipe has been removed from Kerry Lane.
	

	56-26
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
Four grant applications have been received to date.
A new tree warden is needed.
	

	57-26
	7
	HIGHWAYS MATTERS
Covered in the Unitary Councillor’s report.
	

	58-26
	8
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM FRIENDS OF BISHOP’S CASTLE PLAYING FIELDS
The notes of the Friends’ meeting had been circulated to Councillors.
Money and volunteers to apply for grants are being sought. Thanks to AW who had done a lot of work in preparing the report. It was suggested that several items should be lumped together into one bid application.
Additional consultation on the use of the park will be sought from young people.

	

	59-26
	9
	VISIT SHROPSHIRE
The finance committee had looked at finding some money from the present budget to put towards Tourism.
RESOLVED. The Council will join Visit Shropshire as Bronze members, (£1500); Enterprise House would provide 5 hours dedicated time per month to keep Visit Shropshire regularly informed of events etc for them to promote, (£1500), and provide a mid-term report after 6 months to assess progress. In addition, a payment of £2,200 will be made towards the ‘what’s where’ tourist map for the town, (£2,200). Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. Passed by majority. (Two Abstentions).
	

	60-26
	10
	LOCAL COUNCILS DELIVERING SERVICES BY WORKING TOGETHER
Deferred - waiting for more clarification from Shropshire Council.
	

	61-26
	11
	PLANNING
i) 26/01082/TCA  Over Quesnel Harley Jenkins Street Bishops Castle 
Application to Crown reduce by 30% 1no Maple within Bishop's Castle Conservation Area at 
RESOLVED Support. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.
ii) 26/01373 8 Kerry Lane, Bishop’s Castle.
Application to demolish lean-to and build a 2-storey extension.
RESOLVED Support. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.
	

	62-26
	12
	AIR QUALITY REPORT
Thanks go to the Climate Action Group for providing a comprehensive report to Councillors.  The Air Quality is favourable – good news.
	

	63-26
	13
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll.  All in favour.
ai. To approve the following April invoices for payment: 
	APRIL 2026 PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	Waterplus
	Rates
	1
	324.71
	
	
	

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	2
	156.10
	
	
	

	Waterplus
	Rates
	3
	45.76
	
	
	

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	4
	287.62
	
	
	

	SSE
	Electricity
	5
	97.20
	
	
	

	Waterplus
	Rates
	6
	30.94
	
	
	

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	7
	3.00
	
	
	

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	8
	240.24
	
	
	

	Blue Stone
	Printing
	9
	525.60
	
	
	

	YPG
	Electricity
	10
	230.10
	
	
	

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	11
	27.42
	
	
	

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	12
	1338.90
	
	
	

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	13
	12.40
	
	
	

	G. J. R
	Staff Wages
	14
	
	
	
	

	S. S.
	Staff Wages
	15
	 
	
	
	

	N. Y.
	Staff Wages
	16
	 
	
	
	

	P. E.
	Staff Wages
	17
	 
	
	
	

	S. W.
	Staff Wages
	18
	 4221.58
	
	
	

	HMRC
	HMRC
	19
	1141.55
	
	
	

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	20
	1569.15
	
	
	

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	21
	60.00
	
	
	

	Asgard Property
	Maintenance
	22
	460.00
	
	
	

	Enterprise House
	Civic
	23
	600
	
	
	

	Enterprise House
	Newsletter
	24
	1172.5
	
	
	

	Mark One
	Town Hall
	25
	111
	
	
	

	Mailing Room
	Postage
	26
	180
	
	
	

	Lennox Electrical
	Maintenance
	27
	164.4
	
	
	

	Sentinel
	Town Hall 
	28
	364.62
	
	
	

	Metro Road
	
Plumbing
	29
	114
	
	
	

	Rural Services Partnership
	
Affiliation Fees
	30
	132.3
	
	
	

	Waterplus
	Rates
	31
	57.86
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	 
	15973.44

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.04.26
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Signed 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	



Extra Invoice No. 32 Paul Chamberlain Window Cleaning, £52; No. 33 K Elston Town Map £2,200. 
RESOLVED The invoices be paid including the extra ones. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Angell.  All in favour.
	

	64-26
	14
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The National People’s Emergency Briefing Film had been shown 9 times for people to see.
The ECO Street Lighting Report had been produced and needs reviewing.
Following the Waste Management Report, the Festivals Committee will discuss the best ways of dealing with Festival waste.


	

	65-26
	15
	CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Halford had had a request from our MP asking for a page in the newsletter. However, the newsletter is both non-political and apolitical. Cllr Halford had replied accordingly. The Council were in agreement.
	

	66-26
	16
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
None
	

	67-26
	17
	NEXT MEETING
Annual Town Meeting Tuesday 12th May 2026
Mayor-Making and regular Council Meeting 19th May 2026.
	

	68-26
	18
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.  No members of the public or press present.
i) Town Hall Trust


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 21.10pm.
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