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8MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 17th MARCH 2026 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
Cllr G. Perry 
Cllr L. Blundell
	Cllr T. Halford
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr E. Embrey


	Cllr J. Magill
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr R. Bromley
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, County Cllr R Houghton. 1 Member of the Public.

	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	

	34-26
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllrs Embrey, Halford and Angell
RESOLVED Apologies accepted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. 
All in favour.
	

	35-26
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None
	

	36-26
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 17th February  2026. 
RESOLVED. Approved. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour. 
	

	37-26





	4





	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
i. Unitary Council member
County Cllr Houghton gave an update on the abandoned vehicles in the car parks.
Shropshire Council is putting in a bid to install faster chargers for EVs.
Up and coming tourism opportunities: A car rally is coming through South Shropshire in September and the Tour de France through Welshpool next year. The latter is hoping to attract 2.4 million visitors.
Shropshire Council’s Council tax has gone up by 8.9%. Those struggling can have the option of paying over 12 months instead of 10 if they request it. There will be Government funding for those on low income with Oil central heating.
The Local Nature Recovery Strategy went through parliament. This will involve training in planning and development strategy. Bishop’s Castle is a good example.
No dates for white-lining yet.
SpArC will be closed for a couple of dates in March whilst a crane is on site and electrics are sorted.
In recent statistics, Bishop’s Castle is the 4th most deprived area in Shropshire.
ii. Public Participation Session – 
Member of public addressed the Council about local tourism.  The promotion of Bishop’s Castle’s Tourism was now looked after by Rural Life CIC. It is the 3rd partner of the Town Hall Trust.
A lot of Shropshire Council’s tourism officer roles are coming to an end. Ludlow and Church Stretton have their own tourism officer that helps to promote those towns.
Tourism is very important to Bishop’s Castle. Members of the community with Cllr Gayle have put together an Expression of Interest in the Town of Culture initiative.
The member of public asked the council to consider supporting a tourism coordinator officer,  employed by Rural Life CIC, to assist volunteers’ organising events.
	

	38-26
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The Christmas lights will come down soon, now that the weather has improved.
The Mayor attended a SALC meeting. (Shropshire Association of Local Councils).
In future local councils may need to work together in small clusters.
Cllr Gayle has met with key stakeholders to formulate an Expression of Interest in the Town of Culture bidding process. It will focus on the cultural heritage of the town. Many people come to the town to ‘see the Arts’. 450 volunteers have been registered and the plan is to share their knowledge.  Four areas have been identified. Land Management; Arts, Music and Sport; Skills HR and Tourism; Building Houses.
Cllr Gayle will send a draft document to Councillors for final comment before submitting next week.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr Gayle for her hard and swift work on this.
Cllr Dickin and others had attended a twinning event in St Marcel. Nellie has superseded Herve as Mayor.
	

	39-26
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk congratulated Cllr Gayle in achieving professional accreditation to the Associateship of the Museums Association.
The Clerk is assisting with the identification of abandoned vehicle ownership and the removal of cars.
	

	40-26
	7
	ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
This was scheduled for 26th May, but it was decided to bring it forward to the 12th May at 7pm, i.e. before Mayor-making.
At this meeting there will be a presentation of the Town of Culture Expression of Interest; (If possible, the progress on the playing fields), and the grant scheme will be launched. Invitations will be sought for a Citizen’s Award.
RESOLVED Agreed. Cllr Blundell; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
	

	41-26
	8
	HIGHWAYS MATTERS
i) The Oak Meadow paths need attention. Some parts are owned by Shropshire Council. (Dan has also put down some gravel to assist with the muddy and uneven paths on Old Brick Meadow). The Clerk will ask Dan to get a quote to tidy up the Oak Meadow paths. 
The Mayor and Clerk will meet with the Town Warden to look at the jobs that need to be done.
There is no obvious replacement for our street cleaner employed by Shropshire Council. The Town Warden has emptied some of the bins and put the bin bags in the auction yard for collection as in the previous agreement. These have not yet been collected.
ii) This year the May Fair will need to use part of Station Street because the Coop building is going ahead. Residents will be allowed access to frontages and no rides will be directly outside their houses. The owners are asking for the Council to apply for a full street closure from Thursday afternoon 7th May to Sunday noon, from the Boar’s Head junction to New Street. This will allow for accommodating the auction on Thursday morning.
RESOLVED. The Council will apply for a full street closure to assist the May Fair. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour.
	

	42-26
	9
	COUNCILLOR TRAINING
Cllr Gayle has applied for funding for training in bid writing and funding resources. It will cost £77 + VAT.
RESOLVED Agreed. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
	

	43-26
	10
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM FRIENDS OF BISHOP’S CASTLE PLAYING FIELDS
Unfortunately, there has been some damage in the playing fields, undoing some of the work done by the working group in tidying it up. It is thought that it is just a few youngsters, who also have been targeting property and people in the town.
RESOLVED The Clerk will contact the police to discuss the issues, (which have already been reported to the police), and to ask for increased presence in the town. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
The Clerk is pursuing contacts for a tree warden and a quote for resurfacing the paths has been obtained from Nigel Price at just under £7,000 +VAT. This could be a possible item for a grant application.  The instructions sign is being replaced, and a team has been put in place to remove the damaged fencing and bandstand.
	

	44-26
	11
	PLANNING – None
	

	45-26
	12
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll.  Passed by majority.  In favour: Cllrs Carroll; Perry; Kosciuczyk; Bromley; Jones; Blundell; Gayle.  Against: None.  Abstention: Cllr Magill.
ai. To approve the following March invoices for payment: 
	MARCH 2026 PAYMENTS
	
	
	

	waterplus
	Rates
	363
	324.72

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	364
	287.62

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	365
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	366
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	367
	11.50

	Rippon
	Staff Wages
	368
	4346.38

	Smith
	
	369
	

	Yaxley
	
	370
	

	Eldridge
	
	371
	

	Warburton
	
	372
	

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	373
	240.24

	Yorkshire G & Power
	Electricity
	374
	230.10

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	375
	60.00

	HMRC
	HMRC
	376
	1141.55

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	377
	1569.15

	Viking
	Admin
	378
	112.44

	Shropshire Council 
	Electricity
	379
	1306.81

	Siemens
	Postage
	380
	219.62

	SSE
	Electricity
	381
	189.72

	P Chaimberlain
	Window Cleaning
	382
	52.00

	Halls 
	Toilet Consumables
	383
	175.52

	BCBS
	Allotments/Maint
	384
	118.75

	Waterplus
	Rates
	385
	45.88

	BCAS
	Allotments
	386
	375.00

	Exemplum
	Printing
	387
	2327.26

	SSE
	Electricity
	388
	208.61

	Yorkshire G & Power
	Electricity
	389
	230.10

	SALC
	Training
	390
	185.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Admin
	391
	656.20

	TOTAL
	
	
	15756.07



Extra Invoice £82.78 payable to Mr. Rippon for supplies for the Town Warden. Invoice number 389 is an incorrect duplicate of 374.
RESOLVED The invoices be paid as presented with the correction including the extra one. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle.  Passed by majority.
In favour: Cllrs Carroll; Perry; Kosciuczyk; Bromley; Jones; Blundell; Gayle.  Against: None.  Abstention: Cllr Magill.
	

	46-26
	13
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
Cllr Kosciuczyk asked councillors to view the National Emergency Briefing document.
The air quality report has been issued to Councillors.
	

	47-26
	14
	CORRESPONDENCE 
None
	

	48-26
	15
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllrs Carroll, Dickin and a representative from Rural Life CIC are meeting with Visit Shropshire. The finance committee will need to look at the options.
The Youth Provision Group met last week. They had had a lot of replies and plan to meet with the groups to see what they do.
They will get posters ready for the Annual Town Meeting.
Cllr Magill had attended a SpArC meeting.
	

	49-26
	16
	NEXT MEETING
Regular Town Council meeting Tuesday 21st April 2026.
Annual Town Meeting Tuesday 7.00pm 12th May 2026
Mayor-Making 19th May 2026.
	

	50-26
	17
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
None


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 21.08pm.
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