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8MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
Cllr G. Perry
	Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr J. Magill

	

	Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr R. Bromley
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, County Cllr R Houghton.

	
	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	18-26
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllrs Blundell and Magill
	

	19-26
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None
	

	20-26
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 20th January 2026. 
RESOLVED. Approved after correction to a typo. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Bromley. All in favour. 
	

	21-26





	4





	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
i. Unitary Council member
Subject to cabinet approval, Shropshire Council has set a finance plan for the next 3 years which will provide a balanced budget. This includes a Council Tax increase of 4% and some emergency support borrowing. Increases in Adult and Children’s Social Care (80% of the budget) and the increase in the number of Looked After Children make finances very tight.
Some potholes have been filled in, but not very well, so they don’t last long.
The Council is tackling fly-tipping with mobile pop-up cameras.
ii. Public Participation Session – None present
	

	22-26
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
Hervé Podraza, the Mayor of St Marcel, is stepping down after 7 years, so our Mayor is visiting next week to pay tribute.
The High Sherrif will be visiting the Arts Festival on Saturday.
	

	23-26
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
A pole will be put up to assist the wi-fi connection.
The Clerk will register an interest in the consultation regarding a proposed solar panel farm at Lydham.
The Clerk will obtain a quote for a ton bag of gravel to put down on the very muddy footpath by Bowling Green Close/Brick Meadow. The Clerk will also ask the Town Warden to scrub off the graffiti in the park and remind him that the fence and bandstand need dealing with immediately.
The Clerk contact Glyn Roberts regarding the sign for the Pump Track.
The Clerk will chase the clock repairers regarding the information requested.
	

	24-26
	7
	YOUTH PROVISION
There has been a fantastic response to the questionnaire sent to youth group providers there are a few more to come in.
The group wants to give recognition to volunteers and build good relationships. An open morning will be held at Stars pop-up shop to showcase them all.
Cllr Houghton suggested that the group apply to the Blakemore Foundation at Spar for £100 to cover the hire of Stars and some leaflets.
	

	25-26
	8
	ADVERTISING IN NEWSLETTER
The objective is that the newsletter is self-funding.
RESOLVED The proposed advertising charges be accepted. Proposed Cllr Halford; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
	

	26-26
	9
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM FRIENDS OF BISHOP’S CASTLE PLAYING FIELDS
The volunteer group is ready to start work and apply for grants. They will need costings and are asking for permission to get quotes. This includes pruning tree roots and replacing the electricity and water supply. Monies relating to the Playing Field will be ring-fenced in the accounts.
RESOLVED The group has permission to obtain quotes. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
	

	27-26
	10
	PLANNING – 
There is a lot of ongoing work with groups and agencies going on behind the scenes to try to resolve the pearl river mussel issue.
	

	28-26
	11
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
ai. To approve the following February invoices for payment: 
	FEBRUARY 2025 PAYMENTS
	
	

	Water plus
	Rates
	339
	324.72

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	340
	287.52

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	341
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	342
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	343
	12.60

	G J Rippon
	Staff Wages - Total
	344
	4346.38

	S Smith
	
	345
	

	N Yaxley
	
	346
	

	P Eldridge
	
	347
	

	S Warburton
	
	348
	

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	349
	240.24

	Yorkshire G & Power
	Electricity
	350
	230.10

	C Owen
	Minute taker
	351
	60.00

	HMRC
	HMRC
	352
	1141.55

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	353
	1569.15

	L G Inspection
	Lift
	354
	210.00

	Enterprise House
	Newsletter
	355
	1110.00

	Enterprise House
	Printing
	356
	37.66

	Enterprise House
	Room Hire
	357
	60.00

	Mr Edwards
	Allotments
	358
	52.25

	Mouse Matt
	IT
	359
	405.00

	BCHRC
	Admin
	360
	162.50

	TOTAL 12.02.25
	
	
	11591.57

	G R Rippon
	Maintenance
	361
	145.69

	S Warburton
	Travel & Training
	362
	147.20


	TOTAL 17.02.25
	
	
	11846.80


Extra Invoice Stevan Warburton £147.20.
RESOLVED The invoices be paid as presented including the extra one. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
	

	29-26
	12
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
RESOLVED The Climate Action Plan be adopted. Proposed Cllr Kosciuzcyk; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
Over the winter there has been a lot of bulb planting and hedge planting.
The entrance to the allotments needs levelling out, (very undulating).
	

	30-26
	13
	CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk has received correspondence and is liaising with Mainstone Parish Council with regard to installing a defibrillator in the phone box.

	

	31-26
	14
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Perry met with residents to discuss the flooding issues at Colebatch. Thanks to farmers who have cleaned out the ditches, the problem seems to be solved for now.
Cllr Gayle and a subgroup met to discuss the way forward to presenting a bid to be a Town of Culture. They have been consulting visitors to the town.
Enterprise House (Rural Life CIC) is organizing an event inviting festival organisers to network. 
Cllr Carroll attended a Rural Life CIC Board Meeting. Finances are good, but they are still waiting on the lease from Shropshire Council. Money needs spending on the building which will be re-ordered to better suit required usage. The Tourism group is within the RL CIC set up.
	

	32-26
	15
	NEXT MEETING
Regular Town Council meeting Tuesday 17th March 2026.
Cllrs to send agenda items to Assistant Clerk. (Clerk is on holiday).
	

	33-26
	16
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
RESOLVED. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in Favour.


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 20.50pm.
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