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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON TUESDAY 20th JANUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
	Cllr G. Perry 

	

	Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr R. Bromley
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, County Cllr R Houghton; Mr Paul Rogers (Local Democracy Press).

	
	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	1-26
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllr Perry.
	

	2-26
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None
	

	3-26
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 16th December 2025. RESOLVED. Approved after correction to a typo. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour. 
	

	4-26





	4





	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
i. Unitary Council member
Shropshire Council has two consultations that need replying to
a) Tourism.  The Town Hall Trust has responded and a reply is sought from the Town Council. Cllr Gayle agreed to put together a response and asked Cllrs to comment. The response must be submitted by the beginning of February.
b) Budget. Deadline 26th January for individual and collective response.
Shropshire Council’s cabinet meets tomorrow to discuss its budget plans. Its priority is to stabilise the budget spending. The Council has applied for emergency funding from the Government. The original settlement funding from Government is very low.
Food waste will be collected in 2026. Details coming soon.
Community opinion is being sought for a possible solar farm development at Lydham. Lydham does not have a Parish Council.

ii. Public Participation Session - None present
	

	5-26
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The ‘safer zone for school’ plans were released for consultation after the last Council meeting and needed submitting too quickly for a Council response. Cllrs Houghton and Dickin were disappointed that a lot of the previous discussion and suggested improvements had not been taken into consideration. Cllrs Houghton and Dickin had replied with their misgivings, most important being the lack of a pedestrian crossing across to the sports fields. The parking solution presented is not ideal as it will impact on larger funerals and events at the Church.
	

	6-26
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk had received spurious bills from BT that are not correct. He is following it up with the CEO.
The Clerk is looking into stopping  the clock to prevent further damage and look for grants which may be available.
	

	7-26
	7
	YOUTH PROVISION
RESOLVED Cllr Jones will join the youth committee. 
Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
	

	
8-26
	
  8
	COLEBATCH FLOODING ISSUES
Cllr Perry was not present to give any update on the proposed meeting of interested parties.
	

	9-26
	9
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM FRIENDS OF BISHOP’S CASTLE PLAYING FIELDS
Cllrs Dickin and Angell agreed to join the working party with the Friends. A Council member of the Youth Committee will also attend on a rota basis.
DT has been asked to remove the damaged fencing within 2 weeks.
	

	10-26
	10
	NEW TOWN OF CULTURE COMPETITION
This is a new Government competition. Small, medium and large towns are encouraged to put in a bid/expression of interest to become a town of Culture in 2028. If picked, £60,000 would then be given to submit a proper bid. If then chosen, the town would be given £250,000 to host a summer series of culture events.
ACTION A working party of Cllrs Dickin, Magill and Carroll, along with invited members from the community to be formed. Cllr Dickin will circulate a date.


	

	11-26
	11
	PLANNING – 
Ilos Solar proposal Lydham SY9 5DR (preliminary correspondence already circulated).
This plan (which is for land adjacent to Bishop’s Castle Parish) has not reached a formal planning stage, but is being floated to canvas public/community opinion.
ACTION Item for newsletter. Extra newsletters will be printed to distribute in Lydham. 
	

	12-26
	12
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
ai. To approve the following January invoices for payment: 
	JANUARY 2026 PAYMENTS                                                                                           15.01.2026

	Waterplus
	rates
	1
	324.72

	Shropshire Council 
	rates
	2
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	   3
	287.52

	Waterplus
	rates
	4
	31.28

	Waterplus
	rates
	5
	46.27

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	6
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	7
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	8
	12.00

	G.J. Rippon
	Staff Wages
	9
	4346.38

	Sarah Smith
	Staff Wages
	10
	 

	Nick Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	11
	 

	P. Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	12
	 

	Stevan Warburton
	Staff Wages
	13
	 

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	14
	240.24

	Yorkshire G & Power
	Electricity
	15
	230.10

	SSE
	Electricity
	16
	804.29

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	17
	1058.77

	Janes Petals
	Civic
	18
	50.00

	Shropshire Council 
	Election
	19
	2636.99

	P Chamberlain
	Window Cleaning
	20
	52.00

	HMRC
	HMRC NI ER December 2025
	21
	359.68

	Shropshire Council 
	Pensions December 2025
	22
	1569.15

	HMRC
	HMRC December 2025
	23
	1141.55

	Shropshire Council 
	Pensions January 2026
	24
	1569.15

	HMRC
	HMRC January 2026
	25
	1141.55

	The National Allotment
	Membership Fee
	26
	84.00

	High Line
	Street Lighting
	27
	1225.20

	Bluestone
	Printer
	29
	525.60

	Blachere
	Christmas Lights
	30
	1558.80

	BCHRC
	Admin
	31
	162.50

	Information Commissioner
	Admin
	32
	47.00

	Tom Moulder
	Bowling Green
	33
	55.00

	G. Perry
	Maintenance
	34
	103.46

	C. Owen
	Minute Taker
	35
	60.00

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	21252.10

	15.01.2026
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Signed 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	Signed 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 



RESOLVED The invoices be paid. Proposed Cllr Angell; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.
iii. To approve Budget for 2026-2027.
Finances are very tight, so the budget has been trimmed where possible and a reserve of £10,000 has been built into the budget going forward. Grants will still be offered in recognition of community input to the town, but there will be a cap on the amount allowed. The grant window will open on 1st March.  Application forms will be available in the April/May newsletter.
RESOLVED Approved. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Carroll. Passed by majority. (The offer of a named vote was declined, Cllr Magill abstained).
iv. To Set the Precept for 2026-2027. 
The Council has managed to secure a slight reduction in the precept for 2026-7. A Band D household will pay £308.06 (£313.63 last year) – a reduction of 0.14%. The Council will continue to offer the same provision. 
RESOLVED. Approved. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Angell. Passed by majority. (The offer of a named vote was declined, Cllr Magill absteined).
	

	13-26
	13
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
To Receive any Reports/Updates.
Councillors are asked to read and digest the Climate Action Plan recently circulated to them, for comment/adoption next meeting.
There is a Climate Action Group meeting on Friday to consider current actions.
	

	14-26
	14
	CORRESPONDENCE 
The Charity Commission has asked for a chartered surveyor’s report for the Public Hall. A name has been suggested to the Solicitors.

	

	15-26
	15
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED - None
	

	16-26
	16
	NEXT MEETING
Regular Town Council meeting Tuesday 17th February 2026.
	

	17-26
	17
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.24pm.
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