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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
	
	

	Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr J. Dickin (Arrived at 8 pm)
Cllr G. Perry 
Cllr R. Bromley
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, 3 members of public.

	
	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	222-25
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllr Dickin for being late.
	

	223-25
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  Cllr Perry, item 14.
	

	224-25
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 18th November 2025. RESOLVED Approved with slight correction. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour. 
	

	225-25





	4





	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
i. Unitary Council member.
The graffiti on Union Street had been removed.
Shropshire Council’s finances were no better. A budget consultation has been released. People are urged to respond, both individually and corporately.  Similarly, there was a tourism consultation which needs replies.
The flooding at Colebatch was not as bad as previously, thanks to some work by residents to keep routes clear. However, Highways need to look at the lane.
Shropshire Council is planning to demolish the old Shirehall and redevelop the land for housing and a GP Surgery.
The buildings in Salop Street get peppered with salt from the gritter due to the narrowness of the street. Would a grit bin be better?
ii. Friends of Bishops Castle Playing Fields.
The group expressed its thanks to the Council for approving and supporting the consultation.
So far, scarifying, seeding of wild flowers, daffodil planting, hurdle-making and dead hedge-laying have all taken place. Two oak trees had had their crowns reduced to make them safe.
The group hoped the Council would be able to apply for grants on their behalf and expressed an interest in working on the Old Bowling Green site once ownership has been transferred. A working group of two Councillors and volunteers was suggested to look at options once the paperwork is finalised.
	

	226-25
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The War Memorial has been restored.
The Mayor attended a meeting of the Clun Liaison Group to discuss the catchment of the River Clun and how to proceed in finding a solution to the Pearl River Mussel problem.  There were representatives from Shropshire Wildlife Trust; Severn Trent; Natural England and the Environment Agency. Natural England’s bill is going for Royal Assent this week. However, Natural England have many projects around the country and little money, so it is unlikely that anything will be done until 2027-8.
Volunteers have been monitoring the river for 3 years and sending the data to Natural England, but the local area is not a priority for them.
On a brighter note, Severn Trent have improved the quality of the water coming from the sewage works from 0.4% to 0.2%. A £2.5million investment to be spent before 2030 will reduce this down to 0.1%.
Christmas lights looked good. The Church were grateful for the lit-up nativity scene which has been given centre stage in front of the high altar.
	

	227-25
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk had received good comments about the lights.
Smith and Derby’s initial report on the town clock has highlighted severe wear. In order to refurbish it, the mechanism would need to be removed and repaired at an estimated cost of £16,500, (plus scaffolding costs). The Clerk will send the full report to Councillors with a view to discussing this at the next meeting.
	

	228-25
	7
	COLEBATCH FLOODING ISSUES
RESOLVED A site meeting be called with Cllr Perry; Shropshire Cllr Houghton; a Mainstone Councillor; a Highways officer; a ST Flooding Officer and a few residents to work out the optimum drainage solutions. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
	

	229-25
	8
	PROVISION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY
RESOLVED Cllr Dickin will pass the order over to Enterprise South West Shropshire for consideration and discuss possibilities. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
	

	230-25
	9
	PORTFOLIO FOR YOUTH PROVISION   
RESOLVED. Cllrs Blundell and Embrey will take on this portfolio and assess the provision, now that the current funding has expired and Youth worker has retired. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour. 
	

	231-25
	10
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
RESOLVED Mr Turner ‘s contract be renewed for 3 years. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
	

	232-25
	11
	OLD BOWLING GREEN
Paperwork is still being finalised.  Noted.
	

	233-25
	12
	PUBLIC HALL
The search goes on for the ancient covenant.  Noted,
	

	234-25
	13
	TOWN EVENT AND CIVIC COORDINATOR
Cllr Dickin will discuss with Enterprise House to find out what is needed and the costs involved. There could be scope for the Town Warden to pick up some of the regular processes as part of his job.  Noted.
	

	235-25
	14
	APPLICATION TO ACQUIRE LAND
The patch of land on which the resident wishes to park is identified as a green space in the Neighbourhood Plan and is therefore protected.
RESOLVED Request refused. Proposed Cllr Magill; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. Passed by majority.
	

	236-25
	15
	OFFICE RELOCATION
The finance Committee is looking at the feasibility of moving the office to Enterprise House to make it more accessible to the Public. 
RESOLVED Cllrs Halford and Kosciuczyk will investigate and provide more detail and look at costs. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Jones. All in favour.
	

	237-25
	16
	PLANNING – 
a. 25/03271/FUL
Replacement of roof weathering to swimming pool roof and provision of new insulated render system to the external walls of the swimming pool.  Provision of external air source heat pumps and provision of new electrical sub-station at SpArC Bishop Castle Leisure Centre, Brampton Road, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5A.  Noted.
b. 25/04511/TCA
Application to reduce in height by 50%  and trim sides by approx. 1m 1no Leylandii (T1) & reduce height by 1m 2no Lawson's Cypress (T2&T3) within Bishop's Castle Conservation Area at Chittol , Church Street, Bishops Castle.
RESOLVED Support. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
c. 25/04474/VAR
Application for the variation of Conditions 12 (hours of opening) and 13 (deliveries) attached to application reference number 23/01242/FUL at the- Site Of Former Countrywide Warehouse, Station Street, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5AQ. Noted.

	

	238-25
	17
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 
RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour.
ii. Grant Application 
The application received from the Community Land Trust will be considered in the grant window next Spring.
iii. To approve the following December invoices for payment: 
RESOLVED Approved. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.

	DECEMBER 2025 PAYMENTS
	

	Waterplus
	rates
	324.72

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	287.52

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	12.60

	G.J.Rippon
	Staff Wages
	4346.38

	Sarah Smith
	Staff Wages
	

	Nick Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	

	P.Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	

	Stevan Warburton
	Staff Wages
	

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	60.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	240.25

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	105.30

	James Edge Electrical
	Maintenance
	56.00

	Exemplum
	Printing
	718.92

	Seimens
	Postage
	219.62

	Katherine Brown
	Audit
	463.00

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables 
	107.97

	Waterplus
	Rates
	45.88

	Enterprise House
	Newsletter
	1039.96

	L O'Leary
	War Memorial
	2420.00

	Shropshire Council 
	Electricity
	1306.81

	Yorkshire Gas & Power
	Electricity
	230.10

	TOTAL 11.12.2025
	
	13513.93





iv. Budget 2026-27
The Finance Committee have trimmed the budget as much as they can since the first draft. The final version will be submitted in January.
RESOLVED The budget be accepted in the draft as seen with the minor alterations made as agreed in the finance meeting. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk.
	

	239-25
	18
	PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
RESOLVED Cllr Bromley be appointed to the Climate Action Group. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour. Cllr Bromley was welcomed.
	

	240-25
	19
	CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Dickin had brought thank you cards for the Street Cleaner, Youth Worker and Tree Warden, which he circulated to Councillors for signing.
	

	241-25
	20
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Angell invited Cllrs to attend the fundraiser in the pop-up shop for the Community Land Trust.
	

	242-25
	21
	NEXT MEETING
Regular Town Council meeting Tuesday 20th January 2026.
	

	243-25
	22
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIR CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.35PM.
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