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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON THURSDAY 16th SEPTEMBER  2025 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr G Perry
Cllr S. Jones
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
	Cllr S. Angell




	IN ATTENDANCE
Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen and members of the public.
Fire Procedure.

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	

	
164-25
	
1
	
APOLOGIES 
	

	165-25
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None 
	

	166-25
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 19th August 2025.
RESOLVED Approved. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.
	

	167-25
	4
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
A member of the public updated the council on the Wind turbine and Heat network. Planning has been approved for the wind turbine, which must be started within 2 ½ years. However, now that SpArC has had funding approved which includes a new heat network of its own, there is not a business case for taking the heat network side of the project forward at this present time. It is hoped the wind turbine can supply electricity to SpArC and other clients. At a recent public meeting there were 50 expressions of interest, which is encouraging.
A member of the public asked how the English Devolution Bill will affect the way local government is run. Councillor Houghton said the question would be better addressed to Shropshire Council as little is known at local level as yet.
A member of the public spoke on behalf of a friend who was very unhappy about the lack of progress in an on-going situation, in particular, the lack of communication from the council. It would appear that a letter sent by post and email in July had not been received. The Council apologised and immediately agreed to resend the letter.
	

	168-25
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The Civic Service will be at 11am on 28th September, with the parade starting at 10.30am from the Town Hall. It is hoped that many will come to support this event which will have a celebration theme. There will be refreshments afterwards.
The War Memorial restoration will happen in October.
The Clerk reported that Smith and Derby have been in contact regarding  the clock part that needs re-fashioning. The Public Works Loan has been applied for.
	

	169-25
	6
	UNITARY COUNCILLOR
	

	
	
	The Business Park currently has 2 vacant units. Some units are used for storage.
Cllr Houghton will find out about the situation with the old recycling area.
The white lining due to take place on Monday did not happen. Cllr Houghton will chase. There is a site meeting planned soon to discuss the marking of the junctions.
Shropshire Council and DVLA have been contacted regarding the vehicles left in Church St Car Park. The Community Land Trust will write a supporting letter for their removal to Highways.
Residents have received a consultation letter about the proposed reduced speed limit of 20mph outside The Community College.
Shropshire Council has declared a financial emergency and an independent board has been appointed to see what can be done. The deficit is a result of poor decisions in the past, lack of Council Tax increases, increased demand for Adult Social Care and the Looked After Children provision. 65% residents are over 65 (compared to 18% national average) and over 700 children are in care.
SpArC has been awarded a £2.7 million decarbonisation grant. This will involve solar panels, insulation, a new green heating system and a much-improved pool. However, a new electric sub-station needs to be built before work can start. The bid was successful, in part, because of the £250,000 raised by the community.
	

	170-25
	7
	REVIEW OF MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
	

	
	
	RESOLVED. Cllr Kosciuczyk will join the Finance Committee. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour.
RESOLVED. The 6 members not on the committees should be nominated as substitutes so as to ensure that all meetings are quorate.  Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.

	

	171-25
	8
	HR SUPPORT
Of the 3 companies contacted for a 1-year quote, only 1 has been supplied. 3 quotes would be needed to make a decision. The Council already subscribes to SALC, (Shropshire Association of Local Councils). 
RESOLVED. To arrange for the Personnel Committee to meet with SALC to discuss issues with them first, and defer the decision on an external HR Companies until the outcome of that meeting. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Magill. All in favour.
	

	172-25
	9
	THE THREE TUNS
Cllr Halford’s recent email has been acknowledged but not responded to as yet. If nothing happens, Cllr Halford suggests another town meeting and maybe a protest outside parliament. Cllr Halford was thanked for his efforts.
	

	173-25
	10
	CCTV ENTRANCE CAMERAS
RESOLVED.  Following Cllr Magill addressing council on the importance of CCTV.  The Clerk will obtain a quote for 6 cameras and look into the management of the data. (The cameras would be sited on the 5 entrances to the town and the auction yard).  
Inspector Kelly will be asked about an Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Camera when he attends Council next month.
	

	174-25
	11
	PLANNING – 
25/02812/FUL Installation of 3 camping pods and 1 railway carriage at Foxholes.
RESOLVED. Support. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
25/03287/LBC Replacement of windows & doors 28 High Street, Bishop’s Castle.
RESOLVED. Support. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
	

	175-25
	12
	PLAYING FIELD
	

	
	
	The dangerous bandstand is still standing.  Clerk will arrange removal and ensure it is taped off.
The old bowling green land is looking very untidy with some broken fence panels and long grass. The Lease relating to the old Bowling Green has not been transferred to the Council yet.
RESOLVED. Dan Turner be asked to quote for replacing the panels and do a general tidy up, with permission to go ahead if less than £1000.  Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
	

	176-25
	13
	GRANT PAYMENTS
None received 
	

	177-25
	14
	MONTHLY FINANCES
RESOLVED. The following invoices be paid. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.

	SEPTEMBER 2025 PAYMENTS
	
	

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	164
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	165
	441.94

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	166
	60.00

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	167
	492.99

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	168
	11.10

	Waterplus
	Rates
	169
	45.88

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	170
	1569.15

	HMR&C
	HMR&C
	171
	891.63

	HMR&C
	HMR&C
	172
	135.20

	G.J. Rippon
	Staff Wages
	173
	4335.58

	Sarah Smith
	Staff Wages
	174
	

	Nick Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	175
	

	P. Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	176
	

	Stevan Warburton
	Staff Wages
	177
	

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	178
	60.00

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	179
	1338.90

	PHS
	Toilet cleaning
	180
	107.70

	Shropshire Council 
	Electricity
	181
	1306.81

	Enterprise House
	Grants 
	182
	2000.00

	P Chamberlain
	Window Cleaning
	183
	52.00

	LG inspections
	Lift Maintenance 
	184
	210.00

	Dan Turner
	tree  maintenance 
	185
	540.00

	A. Walklett
	Maintenance
	186
	226.28

	Enterprise House
	Printing
	187
	1239.96

	Smith's of Derby
	Town Hall 
	188
	210.00

	
	
	
	

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	190
	32.24

	Corona
	Electricity
	191
	305.24

	Mousemat
	IT 
	192
	199.90

	G.J. Rippon
	Expenses
	193
	344.93

	EE
	telephone /broadband
	194
	27.59

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables
	195
	38.95

	Mid Wales Sign & Prt
	Corporate Clothing
	196
	99.30

	Marches Machinery
	Leaf Blower
	197
	175.00

	Tony Baker
	Maintenance
	198
	380.00

	TOTAL
	
	
	17065.27

	16.09.25
	
	
	

	Signed 
	
	
	



To note that two VAT 126 refund claims have been submitted; 01.10.2024 £3743.82 and 01.01.2025 £4608.33.  
A further claim will be submitted for under declaration of VAT £1420.93 (due to deregistration).  
VAT 126 refund for periods 01.04.2025 and 01.09.2025 will be submitted on successful receipt of CRN from HMRC. 
To note the bank reconciliation
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.

	

	178-25
	15
	PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
There is still a vacancy for a third Councillor on the working group. 
	

	179-25
	16
	CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
The terms of reference have been distributed.
	

	180-25
	17
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
	

	
	
	There is a meeting next week with Enterprise House to discuss the working relationship between the Town Hall Trust and the BC and Beyond website.
Cllr Magill committee member attendance at the CLT.
The defibrillator has been installed at the Wintles. Signposts will be installed.
	

	181-25
	18
	NEXT MEETING
The next regular Council Meeting will be on Tuesday 21st October at 7.30pm. 
	

	182-25
	19
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Blundell. All in favour.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.
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