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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr J. Magill, Vice Chair, Presided
Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
	Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr G. Perry
Cllr R. Bromley
	

	Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr S. Angell

	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, Mrs S. Smith, Inspector D. Kelly, Sergeant J. Price, 8 members of public.

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	183-25
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllrs Dickin; Bromley and Perry.
	

	184-25
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  None 

	

	185-25
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 16th September 2025. 
RESOLVED Approved. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour.
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4 iii b & 13)

	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Inspector Kelly gave his annual report. Staffing levels have been increased. The local priorities remain the same, tackling drugs, anti-social behaviour and drink-driving. Since June, £1.34 million of illegal drugs have been seized. 
Please continue to report any incidents with regard to the above as it helps the Police to understand the bigger picture which can then lead to arrests.
Inspector Kelly is in favour of CCTV cameras on the approaches to the town. The Police would welcome a conversation with regard to bidding for an ANPR Camera.
RESOLVED. Agenda Item 8 be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Blundell; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
YOUTH PROVISION
A member of Public addressed the Council. The current Youth Worker s will retire at Christmas. Also, the current funding will run out at Christmas.
Currently, there are 2 groups:
A drop-in for older students once a week at the Methodist Hall. (14 attendees).
An after-school (Monday) club at the Primary School for 8-11 year-olds to help with transition to the Secondary School). (28 attendees)
The Council would like to thank Christine for her diligence, resilience and imaginative approach in weaving education and fun together.
The grant funding so far has been for seed-funding, with the Council matching the second grant to a tune of £7,500.
There are 4 options for the Council:
1) Do nothing.
2) Carry on the same but task a councillor with the portfolio for Youth Provision to apply for grants as soon as possible.
3) To absorb the work into other existing groups in the town, e.g. the Friday Drop-in at the Church, and/or Going Wild for Kids.
4) Take over the project in its entirety to show it cares about the local youth. It would cost £28,000 per year and involve recruiting a new Youth Worker who would be paid through South Shropshire Youth Forum with Council/Grant Money.
Statistics from the High Sherriff’s Office show that ¼ of young people in Shropshire are diagnosed with Mental Health issues, and numbers of exploitation, self-harm, theft related to drugs, and addiction are increasing.
The Council thanked Andy for his work with young people.
UNITARY COUNCILLOR
· Unitary Cllr Houghton made a report to Council.
· Shropshire Council’s Financial situation is still very serious.
· Green bin charge is due - £56.
· At the recently held Local Nature Recovery Conference, Bishop’s Castle is still seen to be leading the way.
· 11,000 pot-holes have been filled since May.
· Shropshire council will tow away the abandoned vehicles imminently.
PUBLIC SESSION
The Michaelmas Fair representative asked for support and clarification from the Council with regards to the possibility of an Events Co-ordinator being appointed for the town to take away some of the responsibility from the volunteers who organise the different festivals throughout the year.
The Michaelmas Fair Committee currently has no chair, with no prospect as yet of anyone stepping up to the role. (AGM is in January). The volunteers are happy to shoulder all the work and already have a good manual to follow, but people are concerned about the responsibility. Should the Town Council take the responsibility?
RESOLVED This be discussed at December meeting to allow the Clerk time to prepare information. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
RESOLVED. Item 13 be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Blundell; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
FRIENDS OF THE PLAYING FIELDS
Members of the group had previously circulated the results of the consultation report to the Council and asked the Council to decide a way forward.
Some remedial work is urgent. Grants will need to be applied for.
	

	187-25
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
Councillors are reminded that information discussed and shared under Confidential Matters at Council meetings MUST be kept confidential at all times.
In future, there will be a ‘CORRESPONDENCE’ item on the agenda.
	

	188-25
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
· SALC meetings.  Suggested dates will be circulated.
· CCTV The clerk suggests setting up a small group to look at costs.
· The Clerk will contact the Police regarding  an ANPR camera.
· A Green Council Biodiversity Audit will be undertaken at no cost to the Council.
· The appointment of an Events Co-ordinator would impact on the budget.
· The Planning permission for Emrys Jones and Co has been granted.
· The purchase of the telephone kiosk has been agreed at £1.
· The reply from the Housing Secretary has been circulated to councillors. Cllr Halford is working on a reply.

	

	189-25
	7
	BISHOP’S CASTLE WAR MEMORIAL 
i. Faculty Agreement was presented to council. 
ii. Due to unforeseen circumstances, beyond the control of the Town Council and the Church, the works to The War Memorial have been delayed will not be completed before Remembrance Day.
	

	190.25

	8
	YOUTH PROVISION Item moved and discussed under 186.25 
	

	191-25
	9
	REVIEW OF COMMITTEES
RESOLVED.  Cllrs Angell and Kosciuczyk be added to the Allotments Committee to replace Cllr Halford and ex-Cllr Morris. Cllr Carroll still stands. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.

	

	192-25
	10
	MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
The Memorandum of Understanding between Bishops Castle Town Council and Shropshire Council has been agreed and is awaiting signature.

	

	193-25
	11
	PLANNING – 
i. 25/03740/AG2 West of Stank Lane Bishops Castle Shropshire.
RESOLVED. Support. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Angell. All in favour.
ii. A new application was received for the reduction of trees.
The Clerk will liaise with the Tree warden.

	

	194-25
	12
	GRANGE RD/KERRY GREEN
Planting of Charter Oaks on the green at Grange Road.
RESOLVED.  Support.  Proposed Cllr Carroll; seconded Cllr Gayle.  All in favour.
	

	195.25
	13
	PLAYING FIELD  Item moved and discussed under 186.25 4iii b.

	

	196-25
	14
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. to note the bank reconciliation
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
ii. to approve the following October invoices for payment
	OCTOBER 2025 PAYMENTS

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	203
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	204
	287.52

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	205
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	206
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	207
	11.70

	PHS
	Toilet cleaning
	208
	63.17

	waterplus
	Rates
	209
	78.41

	G.J.Rippon
	expenses SLCC Subs IT hardware 
	210
	443.99

	Staff
	Staff wages
	211-215
	4335.58

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	216
	60.00

	C. Owen
	Minute taker extra meeting
	217
	10.00

	Grant Perry 
	Maintenance
	218
	324.00

	waterplus
	Rates
	219
	29.41

	Shropshire Council 
	Pension
	220
	1569.15

	HMR&C
	HMR&C
	221
	136.28

	HMR&C
	HMR&C
	222
	891.63

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables 
	223
	59.47

	Janes Petals 
	Civic expenses
	224
	105.00

	A. Jones
	Civic expenses
	225
	540.00

	High line
	Street Lighting
	226
	570.00

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	227
	16.27

	Mark One 
	Fire Safety
	228
	106.80

	SSE
	Electricity
	229
	80.27

	Allotment Society 
	Maintenance
	230
	713.00

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables 
	231
	123.33

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	232
	240.24

	SSE
	Electricity
	233
	2653.00

	Blue Stone
	Printer lease
	234
	525.60

	Blue Stone
	Printer lease
	235
	36.00

	SSE
	Electricity
	236
	69.00

	Wendy Oakley
	Civic expenses
	237
	650.00

	EE
	telephone /broadband
	238
	26.78

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	16284.50



RESOLVED. The presented invoices be paid. Proposed Cllr Angell; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.
	

	197-25
	15
	PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
Vacancy for a third Councillor on the working group. 
Planting of hedgerow and seeding has been done at the Tennis Club.
	

	198-25
	16
	CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
RESOLVED. The terms of reference be accepted. Proposed Cllr Kosciuczyk; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour.
RESOLVED. In future, agenda items 15 and 16 will be merged. Proposed Cllr Kosciuczyk; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.

	

	199-25
	17
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Bishop’s Castle and Beyond Instagram account. Cllr Gayle has met with Enterprise House. There will be a meeting next month to discuss how to move forward with the shared resource.

	

	200-25
	18
	NEXT MEETING
The next regular Council Meeting will be on Tuesday 18th November at 7.30pm. 
	

	201-25
	19
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Embrey; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. All in favour.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.46PM.
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