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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, ON THURSDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM
	PRESENT
	APOLOGIES
	

	Cllr T Halford
Cllr M Gayle
Cllr S. Jones
	Cllr R. Bromley
	

	Cllr J. Magill
Cllr E. Embrey
Cllr J. Carroll
Cllr L. Kosciuczyk
Cllr L. Blundell
Cllr S. Angell
Cllr J. Dickin
Cllr G. Perry
	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	

	Mr G. Rippon, Mrs C. Owen, 3 members of public.

	
	Fire Procedure

	Minute No. 
	Agenda Item
	
	

	202-25
	1
	APOLOGIES Cllr Bromley.
	

	203-25
	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.  None
b) To declare any personal interests.  Cllrs Carroll; Gayle and Perry, item 10.
Cllrs Gayle and Kosciuczyk, Item 20.i).
	

	204-25
	3
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 21st October 2025. RESOLVED Approved with slight correction re hedgerow. Proposed Cllr Gayle; Seconded Cllr Carroll. Passed by majority.
	

	205-25






206-25












205-25 cont.
	4
i)


ii)


10












4
ii)
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Unitary Councillor. Cllr Houghton was not present but had circulated her report to Councillors. She asked for the Colebatch flooding issues to be discussed at the next meeting.

PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED. Item 10 be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Perry. All in favour.
TOWN HALL TRUST AND CURRENT FINANCIAL SITUATION
Town Hall Trust trustees presented a report about the Town Hall Trust.
In 2012 the National Lottery Fund awarded a grant of over £6,500 to provide Tourist Information and to manage the Town Hall for 25 years. Although footfall is declining, art sales and wedding income is up and in 2024-5 a previous £10,000 deficit was reduced to just £217.02, thanks to the hard work of the Town Hall staff.
A recent consultation revealed that the role of the Town Hall in promoting the local economy is not always clear. Bishop’s Castle is a market town. Therefore, the current focus is to promote the local markets, local produce and Arts Festival, as well as regular exhibitions, book sales, and expanding the wedding packages. 
The Trust is exploring funding opportunities. It might be advantageous to open on a Sunday in lieu of another day in the week. Visitors will be asked to fill in a questionnaire in Spring. 
Wages have increased in tandem with the living wage. The staffing level has been cut from 35 hours per fortnight to 27 hours. The Trust relies heavily on volunteer staff, to which it is very grateful. 

PUBLIC SESSION continued
Cllr Gayle did not declare a pecuniary interest. Cllr Gayle voluntarily left the room due to a possible conflict of interest
A member of public spoke to the Council on behalf of an allotments tenant.
	

	207-25
	5
	MAYOR’S REPORT
The Mayor is taking the Sunshine Coach footballers to France next week as part of the twinning.
	

	208-25
	6
	CLERK’S REPORT
Nothing to report.
	

	209-25
	7
	BISHOP’S CASTLE WAR MEMORIAL 
The work has started this week. The Mayor will meet with the vicar to discuss maintenance going forward.
	

	210-25
	8
	YOUTH PROVISION   
Cllr Dickin has met with the Youth Pioneer for the Diocese. Ways of working together will be explored.
Council expressed its thanks to current youth worker who is retiring.
RESOLVED. Thank you gift will be presented. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour. 
Councillors are asked to consider taking on the portfolio for youth provision.
	

	211-25
	9
	OLD BOWLING GREEN
Living Village is drawing up an agreement. Leftover equipment in the building needs to be removed. The Town Warden will use one shed, clear the access and tidy it up. It is a protected green space which could have multiple uses. The public will be consulted before a decision is made by the Town Council.
	

	
	10
	TOWN HALL TRUST AND CURRENT FINANCIAL SITUATION
Already discussed.
	

	212-25
	11
	PUBLIC HALL
There have been issues with the Land Registry because part of the land is registered and part not. Both sets of solicitors are searching for any covenants connected to the Public Hall, but none have been found so far.
	

	213-25
	12
	FRIENDS OF THE PLAYING FIELD
The council welcomes the plan as presented at the last meeting. The Council will help the Friends with their grant applications.
The fence and bandstand need taking down as a matter of urgency. D T will be asked to meet with A J and the Town Warden to discuss what can be kept and stored and what disposed of. DT will be asked to quote for taking it down.
	

	214-25
	13
	BISHOP’S CASTLE AND BEYOND INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT
At the Town Hall Trust meeting the idea of re-branding Bishop’s Castle as a market town was adopted, with socials focussing on historic gardening, contemporary gardening and local produce.
Enterprise House think that Bishop’s Castle was being left out of promotion in the wider area because the Council was no longer a member of Visit Shropshire.
One option might be to be a bronze member and pay Enterprise House 2 hours a month to supply articles to Visit Shropshire for distribution. More information on costs is needed.
	

	215-25
	14
	PLANNING – 
An application had been received for some tree work which the clerk has forwarded to the tree warden.
	

	216-25
	15
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i) to note the bank reconciliation
RESOLVED. Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Gayle. All in favour.
ii) to approve the following November invoices for payment
	NOVEMBER  2025 PAYMENTS
	 
	 

	Waterplus
	rates
	241
	324.72

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	242
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	243
	287.52

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	244
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	245
	41.53

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	246
	10.35

	G.J. Rippon
	Staff Wages
	247
	4335.58

	S Smith
	Staff Wages
	248
	 

	N Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	249
	 

	P. Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	250
	 

	S Warburton
	Staff Wages
	251
	 

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	252
	60.00

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables 
	253
	123.12

	Ray Parry
	Play Area
	254
	360.00

	Mousemat
	IT 
	255
	270.00

	EE
	telephone /broadband
	256
	10.20

	Blachere
	Christmas Lights
	257
	2205.17

	High line
	Street Lighting
	258
	237.56

	P Chamberlain
	Window Cleaning
	259
	52.00

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	260
	50.28

	SLCC
	Training
	261
	873.60

	D Turner
	Play Area
	262
	3000.00

	D Turner
	Play Area
	263
	1440.00

	PWLB
	Loan
	264
	4489.93

	Enterprise House
	Printing
	265
	1069.96

	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit
	266
	756.00

	RBL Wreath
	Civic expenses
	267
	28.50

	RBL Donation
	Civic expenses
	268
	60.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	269
	240.25

	Shropshire Council 
	Pensions
	270
	1569.15

	HMRC
	HMRC
	271
	891.63

	SSE
	Electricity
	272
	188.18

	Dial A Ride
	Civic expenses
	273
	133.50

	SSE
	Electricity
	274
	1299.07

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	25933.70




RESOLVED. The following invoices be paid. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Kosciuczyk. All in favour.
   iii)  The finance committee has met to start work on the Budget and Precept demand for 2026-2027 and will bring proposals to the next meeting.
	

	217-25
	16
	PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN
The working group have identified a large number of green spaces. Going Wild will draw up a management plan.
The air pollution is not as bad as originally thought.
Thank you to all the litter pickers.
	

	218-25
	17
	CORRESPONDENCE – none received other than already in the agenda.
	

	219-25
	18
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
Cllr Carroll had attended an Allotment Liaison Committee Meeting. A list of materials to improve the site has been drawn up. A banner will be purchased for the road-side fence to advertise vacant lots.
The amount required for a deposit has been queried in the light of the fact that the group will clear any vacant plots that are left in poor state, themselves. (In the past contractors were brought in to do this at considerable cost to the Council).  The site will be tidied up generally.
	

	220-25
	19
	NEXT MEETING
The next regular Council Meeting will be on Tuesday 16th December at 7.30pm. 
	

	221-25
	20
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
*   To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Acts.
RESOLVED. Agreed and that item 20.i) will be discussed after 20.ii) and 20.iii). Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Embrey. All in favour.


THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE CHAIRMAN CLOSED THE MEETING AT 9.08PM.
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