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TOWN COUNCIL
 
Gwilym J Rippon Cert. He CEG, PSLCC
Town Clerk
Tel; 01588 638141
Email: townclerk@bishopscastle.co.uk
The Town Hall
Bishop’s Castle
Shropshire
SY9 5BG



MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL YOU ARE HERBY SUMMONED 
TO ATTEND A REGULAR MEETING OF
BISHOP'S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL WHICH WILL BE
 HELD IN THE TOWN HALL
ON TUESDAY  16TH DECEMBER  2025 AT 7.30 PM
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TOWN CLERK
CiLCA (England and Wales) Cer HE Ceg
Fellow of the SLCC
A G E N D A

	1. 
	APOLOGIES
To note apologies.


	2. 
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest.
Members are reminded that they must not participate in the discussion or voting on any matter in which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest and should leave the room prior to the commencement of the debate.
i. To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.
ii. To declare any personal interests.


	3. 
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday 18th November 2025. 

	4. 
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
Members of the public wishing to speak must give prior notification of their wish to speak.
i. Unitary Council member .
To receive an update from the Unitary Council member.
ii. Public session.
 
iii. Friends of Bishops Castle Playing Fields.

iv. Going Wild Bishops Castle.


	5. 
	MAYOR’S REPORT
To receive a report from the Mayor.


	6. 
	CLERKS REPORT
To receive a report from the Clerk.
Report on the town hall clock


	7. 
	COLEBATCH FLOODING ISSUES


	8. 
	PROVISION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY 
See report attached 


	9. 
	PORTFOLIO FOR YOUTH PROVISON


	10. 
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
To continue with current provision for 3 years at the same contract price.


	11. 
	OLD BOWLING GREEN

	12. 
	PUBLIC HALL

	13. 
	TOWN EVENT AND CIVIC COORDINATOR
Michaelmas Fair Chair/Festivals Coordinator


	14.  
	APPLICATION TO ACQUIRE LAND
Application to use land owned by the town council (report attached)


	15. 
	OFFICE RELOCATION
To discuss and decide on a feasibility study to move to enterprise house.


	16. 
	PLANNING
An application had been received for some tree work which the clerk has forwarded to the tree warden.
a. 25/03271/FUL
Application for the replacement of roof weathering to swimming pool roof and provision of new insulated render system to the external walls of the swimming pool.  Provision of external air source heat pumps and provision of new electrical sub-station at SpArC Bishop Castle Leisure Centre, Brampton Road, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5A

b. 25/04511/TCA
Application to reduce in height by 50%  and trim sides by approx. 1m 1no Leylandii (T1) & reduce height by 1m 2no Lawson's Cypress (T2&T3) within Bishop's Castle Conservation Area at Chittol , Church Street, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5AA. 

c. 25/04474/VAR
Application for the variation of Conditions 12 (hours of opening) and 13 (deliveries) attached to application reference number 23/01242/FUL at the- Site Of Former Countrywide Warehouse, Station Street, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5AQ.


	17. [bookmark: _Hlk179280145]
	MONTHLY FINANCES
i. To note the bank reconciliation. 

ii. Grant Application 

ai. To approve the following December invoices for payment: 

iii. Budget 2026-27

	
	
	

	DECEMBER 2025 PAYMENTS
	

	
	
	

	Waterplus
	rates
	324.72

	Shropshire Council 
	Rates
	187.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	287.52

	Dan Turner
	Grasscutting
	1338.90

	Lloyds Bank
	Bank charges
	3.00

	Unity Trust Bank
	Bank charges
	12.60

	G.J.Rippon
	Staff Wages
	4346.38

	Sarah Smith
	Staff Wages
	

	Nick Yaxley
	Staff Wages
	

	P.Eldridge
	Staff Wages
	

	Stevan Warburton
	Staff Wages
	

	C. Owen
	Minute taker
	60.00

	BT
	telephone /broadband
	240.25

	BCBS
	Maintenance
	105.30

	James Edge Electrical
	Maintenance
	56.00

	Exemplum
	Printing
	718.92

	Seimens
	Postage
	219.62

	Katherine Brown
	Audit
	463.00

	Halls SMS
	Toilet consumables 
	107.97

	Waterplus
	Rates
	45.88

	Enterprise House
	Newsletter
	1039.96

	L O'Leary
	War Memorial
	2420.00

	Shropshire Council 
	Electricity
	1306.81

	Yorkshire Gas & Power
	Electricity
	230.10

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL 11.12.2025
	
	13513.93

	
	
	

	Authorised RFO
	
	

	
	
	

	Signed Council
	
	

	
	
	





	18. 
	STANDING AGENDA ITEM – PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN & CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
i. To ratify the working party members and appoint a third Councillor. 

ii. To Receive any Reports/Updates.

iii. To Consider Actions/Impacts


	19. 
	CORRESPONDENCE 


	20. 
	REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED
To receive reports from meetings attended.


	21. 
	NEXT MEETING
Regular Town Council meeting Tuesday 20th January 2026.


	22. 
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS* 
* To resolve that by the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting on the grounds the business to be discussed involves the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Act
i. Allotments.
ii. Staff Hours and office opening Days and Times.
iii. Election of Mayor / Deputy Mayor 2026
iv. Update from the staffing and finance meetings .
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