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Hello, and welcome to this summer addition of
the Towns

As | sit here writing this
article, | look of the win-
dow and Autumn has
well and truly arrived.
Another busy summer
has come to an end. The
months seem to just fly
by. But at least the long
promised resurfacing has
finally happened. There
are still some works to
do, but | think we can all
agree, that it's now a
dream to drive on!

The Mayor Josh Dickin

| probably, sound like the same record going over and over again but
what makes this town great is its ‘people’!.... So many of you are pro-
active in making this town a success, whether you are a business
owner, volunteer or a resident who supports the community with what
it does best.

The Michaelmas Fair was, once again, a great event for all. The
small committee worked tirelessly to make sure that the Fair keeps
on going. It brings a much needed boost for tourism and the local
economy for the area, which they very much rely on in the quieter
months coming up. | was saddened to learn that the committee and
its volunteers received rudeness towards them during the build-up
and on the day. If it wasn’t for them, the Michaelmas Fair would not
happen, so please do keep that in mind.

Our French visitors were once again in town for the weekend. They
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and complimented the townsfolk for
being so welcoming towards them. Long live our relationship with St
Marcel. Big plans for 2025 are in the pipeline. Keep an eye out for
more details soon!



As we all know, the rumour mill in the Castle is always very busy. But
one rumour that we thought was probably a scam, turns out very
much not to be! Some will have seen the posts on Facebook; some
will have heard it in the shop or pub.

Australian semi pro football team, Sunshine Coast Fire FC, has tak-
en on the lease agreement for The Grange, as we all know it, on
Kerry Lane. YES IT IS TRUE! | have recently met with officials in
weeks just gone. They have big plans for the Grange site, which will
be the base for their overseas football academy teams. They will be
looking to employ local people for various jobs before they move in,
to employ other staff when the teams are here, use local facilities
and build relationships with local organisations. So keep in touch
with the latest goings-on. This will provide a real boost for our town
and it is great to see that The Grange will be used to its full potential
once more.

On to Council business. Times are pretty bleak for Shropshire Coun-
cil, as we will all know. Conversations are continuing as to how Town
and Parish Councils could help, but nothing is very clear nor set in
stone. | as Mayor, feel that we don't get what we already pay for,
something that bugs me immensely. Rural areas suffer very much
from rural poverty but the current Shrewsbury- 'centric' Shropshire
Council really, at the moment, does not seem to care nor want to ad-
dress the issues that we face around here. Again, it's down to the
power of the people of our community who have fought and are still
fighting for our valuable services, whether they be our Leisure Cen-
tre, schools, hospital and library.... to name just a few. Be assured
that | will fight for what is best for our community, along with our ex-
cellent Unitary Councillor Ruth Houghton and also with the other
market town Mayors of South Shropshire. We will stand united in
face of adversity. | will not however beat around the bush, that we as
Town Council may have to take decisions that are not popular. | real-
ly hope it doesn't come to this and Shropshire Council can sort them-
selves out.

In the coming months, | will be hosting meetings at the Town Hall
regarding certain subjects of "worry" in the town. What can come
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out of these meetings, | hope, is a more unified approach to how we
include the community in our day to day business. | am very much of
the opinion that we need to get back to basics. The good old days
may well be gone but we can only look to the future with how some
things were done in the past.

The certain areas of concern will be -

Encouraging footfall for our shops and businesses. While congratu-
lating The Poetry Pharmacy on the establishment of its new 'Lab’,
and welcoming Doll me Up and Georgia's Snailhouse Stitching to
their new premises in the High Street', do we need a reformed
Chamber of Trade? How do we make the town more user friendly?
Do we need more or better street furniture?

Playing Fields issues - the formation of a Friends of the Playing
Fields Committee, some 20 years after the last committee met, will
stimulate the work that really needs to be done to make the Playing
Fields a more welcoming place for residents and families.

On a personal note, | have decided that to help regulate my time
better with regard to Council business, so it doesn't get in the way of
my personal and working life as much as it has been.

| am now located in the Town Hall Council Chamber every Monday 1
-5pm, to deal with Council work, and so people can come and see
me during this time or give me a call during those hours. Out of
these hours, | wont always be available. Since | started doing it at
the start of September, | have found this new approach to be very
helpful and | feel much more on top of things.

Best wishes and keep dry!
Josh



Key Dates

Bonfire Night Event On The Playing Fields Tuesday 5th
November

Remembrance Sunday 10th November

SpArC Christmas Bingo Friday 29th November — doors
open 7pm, eyes down 8pm

Christmas Lights and Craft Fair Saturday 7th December

Newsletter

For those who are not in the delivery area of the newsletter, the
Bishop’s Castle Newsletter is available on the BC Council website
www.bishopscastletowncastle.gov.uk.

Bishop’s Castle Surgery
Personnel changes

There are a number of changes taking place at the surgery in the
coming months. Many patients have been affected by the suspen-
sion of the phlebotomy service over the summer. They will be re-
lieved to hear that a new member of staff has now been recruited,
Sophia Right, a health care assistant. Among Sophia’s duties will
be phlebotomy so that bloods will continue to be taken at the Prac-
tice.

Due to personal circumstances both Dr Marwan Al-Nasiri and Dr
Tom Davies will be leaving the Practice over the next few months.
Both doctors are very popular with patients and staff and will be
greatly missed. We wish them well for the future.

We welcome the news that the Practice will shortly have two new
partners. Dr Caron Morton will join as a partner in the autumn. She
is a very experienced GP who has worked at Bishop’s Castle Medi-
cal Practice previously and is looking forward to returning. Dr Mor-
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ton is also a partner at Station Drive Surgery in Ludlow and brings a
wealth of management experience alongside her clinical skills. In the
New Year Dr. David Mitchell, also from Station Drive Surgery, will be
joining the Practice. Drs Morton and Mitchell will be managing part-
ners in the Practice and will provide some clinical sessions. Dr. Mor-
ton and Dr. Mitchell will remain partners at Station Drive Surgery, and
this will allow staff from both practices to work with and learn from
each other. The two surgeries will work more closely in the future
while maintaining their own identities, teams, patient groups and
premises.

Bishop’s Castle Community Hospital will also benefit from our new
doctors’ involvement as they bring a wealth of experience from their
work in Ludlow Community Hospital. We believe that the coming to-
gether of the two surgeries will provide our patients with greater sta-
bility and choice alongside some exciting future improvements.

Vaccination update

The Surgery is currently contacting patients who are eligible for vac-
cination against RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) a cold-like virus that
can be dangerous for babies and older adults. You can find out more
about the virus using this link /https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv/

Covid and flu vaccinations will begin in October at the Surgery. There
will be a Saturday vaccination clinic on 12th October.

GP Collective Action

GPs are in dispute with the NHS over changes to their contract. This
is not a strike but can involve GPs choosing a number of ways in
which to bring pressure on the NHS. We have been assured that no
action will be taken at Bishop’s Castle Surgery that will affect patients.
Rather, it will relate to data collection and form filling.



Bishop’s Castle Patients Group
BCpatientsgroup@gmail.com
UP & RUNNING — hospital update

As readers will know, the inpatient part of our hospital took in its first
patients on 15th.July this year, having opened for staff training a
fortnight before that.

It is now fully staffed and all sixteen beds were occupied within a
week of the opening date! As you can imagine, this meant a huge
amount of work for Amanda and her staff team, all accomplished
with the utmost professionalism and good humour.

The “horticultural wing” of the campaign group has bought and in-
stalled two half barrel planters and a watering rota has been estab-
lished. We hope that is just the start of making the outside environ-
ment both calming and beautiful for patients to enjoy.

Many in the group also want to be involved in helping patients com-
plete the obligatory “patient experience” questionnaire. This cannot
be done by staff members, so the group would be ideally placed to
undertake that for the Community Health Trust. We also want to vol-
unteer to do some tea trolly duties. We are just waiting for the go-
ahead from the Trust about both these activities, and the police
checks that we will need before starting.

One last thing. The staff have said they would really like some audio
book CDs, so if anybody has any that you have finished with, they
can be put to really good use at our hospital.

Andy Stelman On behalf of the Save Our Beds group
Our Town Council is committed to Biodiversity in Bishop’s Castle

Do you know what the term ‘biodiversity’ really means? | was unsure
until recently!

Here is my attempt at an explanation.

Biodiversity is short for biological diversity, which is the variety of all



living things; us, our animals, plants and even microorganisms and
the ways they interact and affect each other.

All living things work together as communities in ecosystems, like an
intricate web, to maintain balance and support life on Earth.

In this article | will try to regularly identify an action that we can all do
to support biodiversity.

Many man-made products used in our gardens and on our fields and
crops are harmful.

The Town Council is supporting moves to ban the use of chemically
based herbicides and pesticides. These products are harmful to us,
our children, our pets and wildlife.

There are, however, alternatives that can be used, such as:
. Diluted acetic acid or baking soda mixes as a herbicide

. Combinations of natural herbs and products can be
effective pesticides

In the words of the much missed Dr. Michael Mosely by doing “just
one thing” we can help the Town Council and other agencies that are
working to support biodiversity.

| aim to provide a regular update on the Town’s progress on this is-
sue and give you ideas and suggestions on actions we can all do
simply and effectively at a low cost.

If you have suggestions or need advice, please write to me at the
Town Council.

Clir Leon Kosciuczyk



The Swimming Pool — more challenges.

Over £190,000 has now been raised towards the £250,000 target.
This is a truly sensational achievement. This figure includes over
£6,000 raised at the ‘fan zone’ to the success of Olympian Oliver Mor-
gan who learnt to swim in the pool.

MICHAELMAS FAIR was wonderfully successful, not least for the
SpArC Pool campaign. Our café in '

Bank House gained an amazing
£720, with repeated praise for the
quality of the cakes. The Morris
Dancers generously donated

their collection - £174 — to us.

Huge thanks to them, our cake mak-
ers and our volunteers on the day.

However there is a new challenge.

One area of the lining is now so badly worn that its rough edges could
injure people. This area has been cordoned off, reducing lane swim-
ming but allowing classes to remain unchanged.

The survival of the pool for this year was integral to the basic plan that
had been put in place. It would have allowed the pool to be fully used
this year with a properly planned ‘renewal next year.

The options are whether: a) to under-
take repairs, which could cost several
thousand pounds or; b) to try to bring
the replacement date forward where
the financial shortfall of £50,000 is ob-
viouslya  problem.

Shropshire Community Leisure Trust,
which manages SpArC, and Shrop-
shire Council are discussing the cost of
potential repairs and whether the
Council will pay to repair the pool tem-
porarily, or whether an approach can
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be agreed to bring
forward installation
of a replacement
lining.

The lead time for
the major works is
three months,
which means that
if we can bring the
work forward, us-
ers would have to
put up with the
partial closure for
that time. However
if a solution to the funding shortfall can be found this seems more
sensible than paying several thousands of pounds for short-term re-
pairs.

STOP PRESS!

The following email has just been received from Rhys Collins, the
Partnership Manager of SCLT which is now contracted by Shropshire
Council to manage SpArC:

Following a week of work by our technical team we are delighted to
announce that we are in a position to reopen the pool to full capacity
from tomorrow morning.

Whilst of course this is again a temporary repair we will monitor
closely to ensure the safety of our swimmers is paramount.

I would like to extend thanks to Darren and his team who have made
this happen | am sure we all, especially the swimmers among us,
echo Rhys’s thanks.

Anti-Social Behaviour

There has been an increasing number of complaints to the
Council about Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) in Bishop’s Cas-
tle. The issue is that unless these issues are properly
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‘logged’ by the police they cannot act — and they have to be
contacted by the individual concerned not a third party. The
more individual complaints received, the more likely it is that
the Police will be able to put in the necessary resources to
deal with it as everything is prioritised on the basis of the
amount of data held. We know there is an issue. Please
therefore report anything you are concerned about.

Hello everyone, | am Damien Kelly your local Policing Inspector for
South Shropshire. | have been made aware from the Town Council
that there are some complaints of ASB in the Bishop’s Castle town
park. What is not clear statistically on Police systems is when, where,
who or what this is. This is due to a lack of reporting formally to the
Police. According to our data, there is no ASB ‘issue’ in the Town
Park and | must balance my resources appropriately with the demand
that we know of across the parishes of South Shropshire. Therefore
my plea to members of the public experiencing ASB in the town park
is to report it to us on-line at www.westmercia.police.uk or by tele-
phone on 101 so that your incident can be appropriately recorded,
risk assessed and resourced if necessary.

ASB is defined within the ASB Crime and Policing Act, 2014 as:

1. Conduct that has caused, or is likely to cause, harassment,
alarm or distress to any person,

2. Conduct capable of causing nuisance or annoyance to a person in
relation to that person’s occupation of residential premises, or,

3. Conduct capable of causing housing-related nuisance or annoy-
ance to any person.

It must be remembered however that there is a level of acceptability
for certain areas at certain times (such as public houses when
licensing hours conclude or play parks when children are likely to
play).

The Local Authority is the lead agency for noise and Police will assist
where criminality/violence is involved (or is likely to be involved) or
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where a joined-up approach to tackle a persistent problem is need-
ed. Not all ASB is criminal and Police, the Local Authority other ser-
vices must balance everyone’s freedom of enjoyment where crimi-
nality does not exist.

Your local policing team P.C. Stuart Coote, P.C.S.O Shaun Cullis
and P.C.S.O. Calvin Brown are working with Shropshire County
Council to come up with ideas to tackle ASB generally across the
area. However without the key detail of what is happening on the
Bishop’s Castle Town Park, they are limited to just continuing their
business-as-usual foot patrols.

My officers do frequently patrol the Town Park and engage with chil-
dren when they are present, so please be reassured that we remain
visible and approachable.

Damien

Inspector 2382 Damien Kelly

Church Clock Face

In the last issue it was also mentioned that The Bishop’s Castle
church tower clock dial was to be restored, work having last been
carried out 25 years ago by local artists. This project has to gain
various Church approvals which will take some time.

Although a grant has been obtained, your help is still needed to raise
the funds to complete this work. You can do this using the link be-
low, where you can donate any amount you wish and if you're a tax-
payer to can opt-in for Gift Aid:

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/churchclockdial2024

The clock dial restoration will be part of other events aimed at getting
the Church clock back into full operation (e.g. the overhaul of the
clock mechanism, re-programming of the automatic winding
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mechanism and improving the clock room flooring).
Resurfacing, road marking and the Neighbourhood Road Plan

Although there was a hiccup when an old Victorian conduit was
unexpectedly found, the resurfacing work was satisfactorily complet-
ed in time for the Michaelmas Fair. It has made a dramatic improve-
ment to the High street and Market Place.

The next steps are to put back road markings for disabled spaces
and for access and to enable emergency vehicles to get through and
to make adjustments at the Boar’s Head Junction. Disabled parking
— spaces will be located outside the pharmacy (2), auction yard (2),
Market Place (1), Harley Jenkins car park (1). The space by the
Town Hall is too steep to be usable.

It was recently announced that under the Neighbourhood Road Plan
that a 20 MPH speed limit would be introduced near to the schools.

The Council is still pressing for ‘Access Only’ signs to be introduced
to keep heavy traffic and through traffic out of the conservation area.

Green Bins and Craven Arms Recycling Centre

As reported in the last issue, from 1 October 2024 we all need to
subscribe to Shropshire Council’s garden waste collection service if
we want the Council to continue emptying our green garden

bins. Some issues have been reported in trying to access the
website — see below — but it is hoped that this has been resolved.

The annual subscription fee is £56 and will cover the period for 1
October 2024 to 30 September 2025. A payment window will be
open from September 2024 until 31 March 2025. The charge will
remain at £56 regardless of when we sign up.

Once we have signed up and paid, the Council will empty our
garden waste on our scheduled collection day. However, if this is
after the 1 October 2024 the later you leave it to subscribe the
higher the chance that your collection day will change. If you don’t
subscribe, they won’t empty your garden bin after 1 October 2024.

From this date food waste collections will be suspended and food
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waste should be put in out black bins until a weekly collection
service is introduced in 2026.

More information about the garden waste subscription service can
be found on the Shropshire Council website - shropshire.gov.uk/
garden waste.

More information about the new arrangements for the Craven
Arms recycling centre will also be on the above website.

Council Budgets

As is widely known, all Councils are under financial pressure to cut
costs. Shropshire County Council, which is responsible for roads/
highways and most of the Town’s services, is no exception. To a
degree, Enterprise House and SpArC are ring-fenced. However,
there is talk that many libraries across the County are under threat
to change their current opening hours or to close. The Unitary
Councillor and the Town Council are working hard with Enterprise
House to protect our library services and fighting to ensure that the
impact on Bishop’s Castle is as minimal as possible.

Old Market Square

Many of you may have noticed that the cobbles in the Old Market
Square have been re-laid. The area has been generally tidied and
new benches have been installed. Work continues to make the
Square a more attractive place for residents and visitors to relax
and enjoy. There is quite a lot more to do especially with regard to
upgrading signage and the provision of information about the Town
and its history. Thanks are due to a small team, mainly who live
around the Square, for their hard work - particularly those who
maintain the stunning flower planters and keep the weeds down.

The Mayor

The Mayor plans to be in the Town Hall from 1pm — 4.30 every
Monday if town residents have any questions.

An Heroic Rescue.
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I's not often that you find a Mayor 30 feet up a tree in your garden.

Having taken flight from Ivy, the Border Collie, Bongo the Ginger
Tom found himself marooned overnight in a high basket of branches
in the most inaccessible tree at the end of the Black Lion House
Garden — well beyond the reach of owners’ ladder and defying all
attempts to bring him down.

One call for advice to the Mayor saw him hurtling round himself, and
straight up the tree where he grabbed the said cat. On the descent,
however, said cat bit said Mayor and was promptly dropped, result-
ing in the said Mayor darting off to the Surgery for an anti-tetanus
jab. We are pleased to report that both survived the experience.

Many thanks to our valiant Mayor, Josh, for services well beyond the
call of duty!

Free Help to Get Online for Shropshire Residents

Do you feel a little lost using technology? Need help using the inter-
net? Do you feel nervous about using a computer or frustrated about
being left behind as everything seems to be online these days?

Getting to grips with the internet means you can keep in touch with
friends and family, get up-to-date information and see the latest
news, have shopping delivered to your door and better manage your
health and finances.

Shropshire Council is supporting residents to learn to use technolo-
gy safely through The Digital Skills Programme at Enterprise House,
Bishop’s Castle. The service has 25 digital hubs across the area for
people who need help to use their laptops, mobile phones or tablets.
Learning slowly, taking small steps and having the time to practice
are keys to success.

The programme is delivered by experienced, friendly digital volun-
teers based within Shropshire Libraries and local community organi-
sations. Free data and devices are available for those in greatest
need.

For more information visit www.shropshire.gov.uk/computer-skills-for
-all email Susie.Hancock@shropshire.gov.uk or telephone 01743
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The deteriorating condition of the River Clun

and its tributaries by Tom Wall

The Environment Agency routinely monitors the condition of rivers, includ-
ing the Clun, and every three years makes an assessment of their chemical
and ecological status. For this purpose, the Clun and its principal tributaries
are divided into eight river reaches, as shown in the table; the principal tribu-
taries are the Folly Brook, Unk, Kemp and Redlake. The Environment Agen-
cy also assesses the Snakescroft Brook, a tributary of the Kemp; this is be-
cause the Brook takes the outfall from Bishop’s Castle’s Sewage Treatment
Works.

The chemical status of each reach is assessed as either Good or Failing, and
in common with all rivers in England, all reaches within the Clun catchment

are now found to be Failing. What does this mean? And why is it the case?

The Environment Agency also assesses the ecological status of the river and
its tributaries using various water, habitat and biological quality tests. It then
attributes each reach to one of five categories: High, Good, Moderate, Poor
or Bad.

In 2013, all but one of the reaches then assessed were considered Good, now

all but one are no better than Moderate (Mod in the table overleaf). These

assessments are shown below; they are made according to the Water

Framework Directive - Ecological Classification.

What needs to be done to return the River Clun and its tributaries to their for-
mer Good ecological status and to improve their chemical status? What can
each of us do to help in this endeavour? This article has been sent to the En-

vironment Agency. It is hoped that they will let us know.
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Ecological status of the River Clun and its principal tributaries

2010 2013 2016 2019 2022

River Clun: Source to con- GOOD GOOD Mod Mod Mod
Folly Brook GOOD | GOOD | GOOD | GOOD Mod
River Clun: Confluence

Folly Brook to confluence GOOD GOOD GOOD GOOD GOOD
River Unk GOOD Mod Mod GOOD Mod
River Clun: Confluence

River Unk to confluence GOOD Mod Mod Mod Mod
River Teme

Snakescroft Brook No GOOD Poor Mod Mod
River Kemp GOOD Poor Poor Mod Mod
River Redlake Mod GOOD Mod Mod Mod

Just like the swifts flying back
to Africa for their annual migra-
tion, The ‘Going Wild in Bish-
op’s Castle’ project’ is begin-
ning to take flight.

We are spreading our wings
into new avenues with our
presence at several local
events like ‘Party in the Park’
and the ‘Ollie Morgan Fan
Event’. People cannot turn their
eyes away from our ‘Big Green’ on display at our stall, showcasing a map of
Bishop’s Castle, decorated with colourful stickers to highlight the potential
local residents have to turn their gardens into a flourishing wildlife haven.
Our assortment of ‘wild collectibles’ - which includes relics of wild animal
remains from skulls and pelts to droppings and chewed up nuts - is popular
with the little ones, feeding their growing curiosity.

We encourage these children to come along to our ‘Going Wild Kid'’s club’,
where they get to explore and have fun in the rambling wild country, learn to
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identify different plants and ani-
mals, and begin to fascinate them-
selves with and respect nature,
securing a future for the environ-
ment by fuelling their passion, ex-
citement and care for it.

Of course we cannot leave the
grown-ups out of the fun, because
they are able to get involved with
our wildlife and conservation work.
So far, activities have included cut-
ting and raking the grass and flow-
ers at St John’s Churchyard, ready
for a heavenly wildflower meadow next year where our loved ones can rest;
maintaining our road verges, helping to create a vibrant habitat corridor for
wildlife and allowing our two worlds to merge together harmoniously.

Finally, everyone can get involved in our regular (now monthly) Moth Morn-
ings, where we all enjoy some tea and biscuits, and familiarise ourselves
with the world of moths by identifying the many species we caught in the
moth traps the night before (at a different location every time) and realise just
how unique and important these little creatures are!

But we are only just getting started, we still have a long way to go with im-
proving local green spaces in
Bishop’s Castle. We
need to collaborate with
local volunteers and ecol-
ogists to make habitat
management plans and
enact them, as well as
species lists to prove it's
all working. Upcoming
events include an ‘Apple
Pressing Kid's Club’
fundraiser on the 6" Oc-
tober, and you can ex-
pect our winter talks the
first Tuesday of every month from October - March at Bishop’s Castle Town
Hall, the first one will be given by Dan and will be about the project itself.
We’'ll be hosting a lot more winter events too, so keep an eye out!
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Fully insured - Fully qualified

.'"-.I Wood chipping and 50ft cherry picker SEWing? I'EPEIiI"S
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"+ Hedge reduction
. Pruning New and pre-loved
£l haberdashery

Buttons, zips, elastic,
Gutermann thread, needles,
wool, pins, sequins, fasteners,

- fabrics, cord, etc.
== Free Quotations ] y y
Sanford Hankin www.snailhousestitching.co.uk

07989 231 383 R e
sanferdhankin@gmail.com 779 99 34

19 High Street, Bishop's Castle
Mon-Fri, 1-5pm

Mark Arbon,
Green Shutters, Knighton. LD71ME
01547529383 07725444275

MARK ARBON
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Sustainable Building

buildings.

Built with a conscience
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BISHOP'S CASTLE
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2024/25 Trade Directory

A traditional printed trade directory

Produced by Enterprise South West Shropshire

Distributed in Bishop's Castle and Surrounding Areas
Online @ www.bishopscastleandbeyond.co.uk/community

USEFUL TELEPHONE COMMUNITY
NUMBERS INFORMATION

BUSINESS ALPHABETICAL

LISTINGS TRADE LISTINGS

To find out more or list your business please

Call Enterprise House on 01588 638 038

Email: tradedirectory@enterprisehouse.org.uk

Visit: www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/tradedirectory
© ewptesiecss SueaSeer BehepaCesie STOSAQ

@ & 0 & @
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Enterprise House — New Trade Directory

A NEW local trade directory is currently being developed and you are
invited to include your business. The directory aims to promote and
raise awareness of all the businesses operating in the South West
Shropshire and Welsh Borders area, and make that information avail-
able to all. It will be distributed to all households in Bishop's Castle,
plus village halls, community shops and spaces and pubs in the sur-
rounding villages as well as being available online

at www.bishopscastleandbeyond.co.uk/community

Annual listing prices range from text only listings for £25 plus VAT
to Business Card Listing for £60 plus VAT (jpeg image is required or
personalised business cards can be designed for an additional

fee). Double sized listings are available if required.

For more information, phone Enterprise House 01588 638 038, or
email: tradedirectory@enterprisehouse.org.uk , or visit:

www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/tradedirectory

Short & long distare
Airporttransfers

482 427219 Local tours
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MAYOR’S OPEN OFFICE

Every Monday
from 1pm to Spm.
L L LR R

Bishop’s Castle Town Hall Council Chambers

I will be available to address council matters and enquiries.
Feel free to drop by, call, or email me during my office hours.
Any questions or concerns received outside of these hours will

be dealt with promptly within the specified timeframe.

@ josh.dickin@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
® 07530 691106
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Landscapin

Professional Landscaping & Garden Care Specialists
Throughout Shropshire and the border counties

We offer a Comprehensive range of services throughout
the landscaping and garden maintenance trade,
Commercial and Domestic

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

07534 947946 / 01588 630247

www.morrayslandscaping.com (©)€)




Zadok the Priest
Vivaldi

Dixit Dominus and
‘Winter’ from The Four Seasons

Marches Choir

and Sinfonia

Alistair Auld - Conductor

7.30 pm, Saturday 23" November
St John's Church, Bishops Castle

Tickets £15 on 07806 433394 and from TicketSource

% oo Children and Students FREE
MARCHES

CHOR

Vimgrmg b

whww.marcheschoir.org.uk
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Bigh[}p’g Castle Listings for OCTOBER

o Town Ha” and NOVEMBER 2024

For Further information on all our events look on our website
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk or contact us 01588 630023

OCTOBER 2024

1! October - Going Wild Project
a talk by Daniel Hodgkiss, Going Wild Project Coordinator. Entry by
donation

Until 8" October Exhibition by Jenny Jones & Flo Patern

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk

5" October Antiques & Flea Market 9am to 4pm. 1% Saturday of
each month. Lift available. Free entry.

7"" October From words to song - a conversation between com-
poser Jonty Lefroy Watt and poet Zadie Loft

Doors open 7.00pm for 7.30pm start Tickets £5.00 per person
available on Ticket Source www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH from the
Town Hall or on the door.

14" October to 12" November Exhibition by Sarah Gillard

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk
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17" October Artist Sarah Gillard talks about her work - ‘My
Journey in Colour — From Liberty Colourways to Greek
Seascapes.

Doors open 7.15pm for 7.30pm start Admission FREE but
please book available on Ticket Source www.ticketsource.co.uk/
BCTH or from the Town Hall.

18" October BLAST Storytelling — Daniel Morden — A Figure of
Speech

Tea, Coffee, local beer and homemade cake (inc. gluten free & ve-
gan) available. Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start Tickets £8.00
per person, £28.00 Group Ticket (up to 4) available on Ticket
source www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH from the Town Hall or on the
door.

19" October Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm 3™ Saturday of each
month. Stalls include Bishop’s Castle Seed Bank, Meat, Cakes & Pas-
tries, Preserves, Honey, Chocolates, Hand Dyed Wool, Soaps and
Body Creams. All produced locally. Lift available. Free entry.

21%' to 31st October Book Sale + DVDs & CDs
Hardbacks £2, Paperbacks £1, CDs & DVDs 4 for £1 Free entry ex-
cept Monday 21, £5 between 9am and 10am.

NOVEMBER 2024

Until the 12" November Exhibition by Sarah Gillard

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk

2" November Antiques & Flea Market 9am to 4pm. Recycling at
its best 1% Saturday of each month. Lift available. Free entry.

5" November - Going Wild — Arable to Heathland Recovery
a talk by James Lawrence from National Trust. Entry by donation.
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6" November - Maddie Morris in concert - Tradfolk
Feminist, Determinedly Queer, and makes the personal entirely, im-
portantly, political.

Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start Tickets £12.00 per person
available on Ticket Source www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH from the
Town Hall or on the door

8" November BLAST Storytelling — Jason Buck & Amy Douglas
— Raucous Norse

Tea, Coffee, local beer and homemade cake (inc. gluten free & ve-
gan) available.

Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start Tickets £8.00 per person,
£28.00 Group Ticket (up to 4) available on Ticket source
www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH from the Town Hall or on the door

16" November to 21° December - Exhibition by Castle Artists

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk

16" November Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm 3™ Saturday of each
month.

Stalls include Bishop’s Castle Seed Bank, Meat, Cakes & Pastries,
Preserves, Honey, Chocolates, Hand Dyed Wool, Soaps and Body
Creams. All produced locally. Lift available. Free entry.

30th November - Craft Fair
Two floors of locally made arts and crafts. Lift available. Free entry.
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Bishop’s Castle Surgery Patients Group News
Autumn 2024

Personnel changes

There are a number of changes taking place at the surgery in the coming
months. Many patients were affected by the suspension of the phlebotomy
service, and will be relieved to hear that a new member of staff has now
been recruited. Sophia Right, a health care assistant. Sophia’s duties include
phlebotomy so that bloods will continue to be taken at the Practice.

Due to personal circumstances, both Dr Marwan Al-Nasiri and Dr Tom Da-
vies will leave the Practice over the next few months. Both are very popular
with patients and staff and will be greatly missed. We wish them well.

The Practice will shortly have two new partners. Dr Caron Morton joins as a
partner in the autumn. She is a very experienced GP who has worked at
Bishop’s Castle Medical Practice before, and is looking forward to returning.
Dr Morton is a partner at Station Drive Surgery in Ludlow and brings a
wealth of management experience alongside her clinical skills. In the New
Year Dr David Mitchell, also from Station Drive Surgery, will be joining the
Practice. Drs Morton and Mitchell will be managing partners in the Practice
and will provide some clinical sessions. Dr Morton and Dr Mitchell will remain
partners at Station Drive Surgery, allowing staff from both practices to work
with and learn from each other. The two surgeries will work closely in the
future while maintaining their own identities, teams, patient groups and
premises. Bishop’s Castle Community Hospital will benefit from our new doc-
tors’ involvement as they bring experience from their work in Ludlow Com-
munity Hospital. The coming together of the two surgeries will provide pa-
tients with greater stability, choice and some exciting future improvements.

Vaccination update

The surgery is currently contacting patients who are eligible for vaccination
against RSV (respiratory syncytial virus) a cold-like virus that can be danger-
ous for babies and older adults. You can find out more about the virus using
this link /https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/respiratory-syncytial-virus-rsv/

Covid and flu vaccinations begin in October at the surgery. There will be a
Saturday vaccination clinic on 12" October.

GP Collective Action

GPs are in dispute with the NHS over contract changes. This is not a strike
but can involve GPs choosing a number of ways in which to bring pressure
on the NHS. We are assured no action will be taken at Bishop’s Castle Sur-
gery that will affect patients. Rather, it will relate to data collection and form
filling.

Bishop’s Castle Patients Group. BCpatientsgroup@gmail.com
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Community Climate Connectors

We at Lightfoot are concerned that
there may be people in our commu-
nity who will be worrying about how
they will cope with paying energy bills over the winter, partic-
ularly now that the universal Winter Fuel Allowance has
been withdrawn. The Marches Energy Agency (MEA) is
running free workshops, training sessions or talks on energy
efficiency, and has asked Lightfoot to recruit volunteers to
undertake these workshops so that they can support people
worried about or struggling with energy bills.

More information can be found at: https://mea.org.uk/news/
ccc/

Please can you contact Lorraine Waumsley on the number
below, or by email, if you can help with this project.

Tel: 0300 102 4458 Email: info@lightfootenterprises.org
Web: http://www.lightfootenterprises.org

Lightfoot- Delivering community-based, experience-driven,
ecological tools for change

Light Foot Enterprises is a company registered in England
and Wales no. 06494228 & is a

registered charity no. 1154310

Registered office: Enterprise House Station Street, Bishops
Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5AQ
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TONY PORTON CAVELL HEATING
Heating & Plumbing Services Cl
Services/Repairs/Installations
Qil boilers, Bathrooms, Plumbing ot Ejpbiery Ceaming Epeciali
Weekend and Evening call outs
07773 413582//07790 037395
Friendly, Local, Reliable

Litter Picking - Would you like to help keep our lovely little town looking
tidy?

A small, friendly and dedicated team of volunteer litter pickers meet regular-
ly to help make this happen and there is always room for more helpers.
Black bin liners, high vis jackets and pickers are provided by the town coun-
cil. You will need to bring your own gloves.

We normally meet at 10am on the first Saturday of the month in the auction
yard car park. If you would like to help, you are welcome to just turn up, or
ring first to say you are coming. If you think you prefer to litter pick on an ad-
hoc basis when it suits you best, equipment can be provided. We some-
times do a ‘blitz’ on a specific area, for example, with much help from Dale
Griffiths of Jesmonite, we tidied up the litter on the industrial estate side of
the public footpath at the side of Brick Meadow this year. We are open to
suggestions of any areas of concern.

Please leave a message on 01588 638175, thank you

Cricket Club News.

A season that started Brightly, with us winning the first five games, .....went
downhill somewhat , with the team finishing 8th in the League ...a season of
consolidation!

The Junior system is still thriving with 70+ members attending and three Jun-
ior teams u11/13/15 all being competitive in their Leagues..

On a community front, the Club organised the Annual six a side with the
Kings Head for a fifth time...

The Club were proud to be awarded the Town Council's Club of the Year
award. New members are always welcome check us out on facebook and
twitter...

Dennis Twist Memorial Lecture

on 'Wales the Borders' given by Tom Bullough author and environmentalist.
Clun Memorial Hall 4th October. 7 for 7.30pm. Contact Mary Eminson
07974 772754.
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AtHomePhysio

At Home Physio are a small team of experienced
physiotherapists based locally in Bishops castle
serving the South Shropshire area. We are dedicated
to helping people achieve better physical health
through effective assessment and treatment.

Our services are community based, meaning we

bring the therapist to your door and treat you in the
comfort of your own home.

Each therapist |s reglstened
with the Health Professions
CouncH and the Chartered

Saciety of Physiothernpists

Adam Kiee - 14 years of Call us on 078502320070

Email
axper Inncs GCrmss JCUIE,_

infoilathorsenhysio.co. ok

orthopaedics,
Web: athamephysio.co.uk

naurological, respiratorn
4 We mim io respond bo ol

aned rehab messages within 24 hours

Helena Slones - 14 years
of experlence across
peute, arthopasclics,

neurological,

miusculoskeietal, rehab




VISIT US!
Station Street
Bishop's Castle
SY95A0

Call Vikki for an appointment or book online
':éf

ﬂg Tel. 07779 976 648
EiEysh.  Marchesfootcare.co.uk

Vikki Robson
DipCFHP MPSPract

Qualified Insured and a member of the Professional Standards
Authority Accredited Register for Foot Health Practiioners
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Legal Issues?

Ten good reasons to
choose Wace Morgan...

Wace Morgan provide reassuring, sound, professional and
friendly legal advice when you wish it most

B Civil & Commercial Mediation
B Commercial & Agricultural
M Debt Recovery
M Eiderly Client & Care Funding
M Employment
B Family Matters
M Military Law
M Personal Injury
B Residential Property
I Wills, Trusts, Tax Planning & Probate

For the full range of services check out:

www.wacemorgan.co.uk

01743 280 100

wacce

mao ]1-(-:"1 n 2| 5t Mary's Street, Shrewsbury, 571 |ED

help@wmlaw.couk www.wacemergan.couk

SOLICITORS W @wWaceMorgan
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J A Price Motor Engineers Ltd

01588 638585 // (B8

A well established local business,
providing all aspects of garage
services.

For any enquiries please don't
hesitate to contact our friendly
team.

O 01588 638585

@ japricemotorenginears@gmail.com
g Lydham, Bishops Castle, SY9 5HB

GARNGE SUHEME

Abi Loffill
chiropractor
+ Elbow pain

« Minorsports injuries

01938 561787 www.abiloffill.co.uk

3 Shepherds Yard, Chirbury. SY15 6BH
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SHROPSHIRE HARDWOODS

www.shropshirehardwoods.com

All aspects of timber framed living spaces, garden rooms, and cha-
lets

Also: Custom made Architectural and Restoration Joinery

Manufactured at our micro sawmill and joinery workshop in Bishop’s
Castle, from locally sourced timber, milled and prepared by us.

For enquiries, estimates, and more information on how we source
our trees, minimise timber miles, and manage our waste, please
contact Anthony on:07814 215180,

or email: info@shropshirehardwoods.com

Also associated with Golden Fire Nuggets

www.goldenfirenuggets.co.uk

Abbey’ﬁeld

Support and companionship just when you need it

Are you looking for affordable Sheltered Accommodation
with your main meals provided in a homely environment?

Abheyfield House situated in Oak Meadow 579 5PA
close to the Town Centre of Bishop's Castle
offers all this, and independent living
with a balance of privacy, support and security

Please telephone 015288 630000
for more information

! Independent Provident Society Ho. Z7Z55R TSA Regilator of Social Housing No. H4156
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We offer a wide range
of legal services

for both the individual

and business

»

b T Jsmn'“ | ‘

BISHOP'S CASTLE | T: 01694 723818
CHURCH STRETTON | T: 01694 723818

WELSHPOOL | T: 01743 248148
SHREWSBURY | T: 01743 248148

LUDLOW | T: 01584 878456
KNIGHTON | T: 01547 528332 ‘ B

TELFORD | T: 01952 403000
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Become a Friend of SpArC Theatre

Become a Friend of SpArC Theatre and help sustain the future of
your Theatre in these difficult times. Individual membership is £15 a
year and membership for a couple is £25. If you are a UK taxpayer,
you can gift aid your subscription and increase its value by 25%. Cur-
rent membership stands at 115; with your support we would like to
increase this to 200 which would contribute £5k per annum to funding
your Theatre’s running costs!

Membership will enable you to:
Receive advance notice via email of the upcoming season
Priority book for National Theatre Live screenings
Reserve a table for cabaret-style events subject to availability

Receive an Invitation to gallery private viewings when ar-
ranged by the artist

Receive an Annual Newsletter via email
Access our DVD and Blu Ray Library

Receive an Invitation to the Friends Christmas Film (enjoy a
complimentary film and a glass of something nice to celebrate the year)

To join, simply call Liz at the Box Office on 01588 630321 /
638038 or email Graham at gshemmings@hotmail.com . Alterna-
tively, you can pick up details from the SpArC Theatre or Enter-
prise House.

Age UK Dementia Support Group

Every Fourth Monday at Bishop’s Castle Community Hospital,
Stone House, Bishops Castle, SY9 5A], 2:00pm —4:00pm

£14 for two people (including light refreshments). To book, ring or
email: 01743 233 123 or enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk

Age UK STW is urgently looking for Volunteers to help deliver ser-
vices— www.ageukshropshireandtelford.org.uk
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- Serenity ~
Sports & Holistic
Massage Therapies

Jenny Hudson
Sports & Holistic Massage Therapist
07968087981 01588630717

Relaxation Massage * Sports Massage * Deep Tissue Massage
Reflexology * Myofascial Release Therapy * Warm Bamboo Massage
Reiki * Cupping * Indian Head Massage

Specialising in Pain Relief, Anxiety & Stress
Management

www.serenityholisticmassagetherapies.co.uk

STONE HOUSE,
BISHOPS CASTLE

Nestled in the heart of Bishop's Castle, Stone House offers
residential accommodation for older people with or without
dementia.

We can also offer respite beds when available

For more information contact
Keturah Bloor,
Telephone 01588 638487

E-mail kbloor@coveragecareservices.co.uk

Stone House, Union Street, Bishop's Castle, 5Y9 5AJ




How to contact your Town Councillors:
We have “dot gov” email now! After each
councillor's name as written below just add

@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
For instance, josh.dickin@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

Councillor Jane Carroll
Tel: 01588 638467
Email: jane.carroll

Councillor Ruth Houghton

Tel: 01588 638352

Email: Ruth.Houghton@shropshire.gov.uk
Councillor Andy Stelman

Tel 07773006413

Email: andy.stelman

Councillor Josh Dickin
Tel 07530691106
Email: josh.dickin

Councillor Grant Perry
Tel: 01588 638233
Email: grant.perry

Councillor Stuart Morris
Tel: 01588 630114
Email: stuart.morris

Councillor Tim Halford

Tel: 01588 638333

Email: tim.halford

Councillor Brigit Drake
Email: brigit.drake

Councillor Leon Kosciuczyk
Email: leon.kosciuczyk
Councillor Lucy Blundell
Email: lucy.blundell

Councillor Sharon Jones
Email: sharon.jones
Councillor Michelle Gayle
Email: michellelisa.gayle

Bishop’s Castle News is pub-
lished by Bishop’s Castle Town
Council. The Council maintains
the right to edit all submissions.

Please send any contributions to be
considered for the next issue by
11th NOVEMBER 2024 to:

Town Clerk: 01588 638141

townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
assistantclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

Monday to Thursday 9.30am—12.30pm

For allotment enquiries, Contact:
bcallotment@gmail.com




MB GRASSCUTTING, REGULAR

LAWN CUTS, GARDEN TIDY UPS.
Friendly reliable & professional service.

No job too small!

Locally based - Please call Mark for free

quote on 07388 676775 or email
mbgrasscutting@gmail.com
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NORMAN JONES
BISHDF'S CABTLE e
Domestic Appliance Repairs
Same DayfMext Day Service '0)
Repalrs ..PETE. 07971 252069

Sales |, Morman .. OTB16 BTE233
Hame 01588 BIBETT

lanes Petals & Gifts
10-11 High Street
01588 638232
janespe tals@ gmail com
Find us on Facebook
HAFAS Floral Demonsirator & Speaker for
Mercla & North Wales
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Dressmaker & Alterations

Eliza Glapinska
wanw arterachel.co.uk
12 Comicks Rise Bishop's Castle Shropshire 5Y9 588
@- {+44) OTEI TO50
TEXTILE SPECIALIST

@) Arerachel23 @) arterachel

=
H{lﬁ%ﬂ\m
HARTEELL

Safe, confidential counsclling & pyvebotherapy for sdults over
the sge of 18
Locaied in Lydbury Ml
Tel: OTRIS0SI01T
Ermail ropedhangronmaelling com
s hardhoounselbing com

|

4]
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CASTLE DOG GROOMERS
26 High Street, Bishops Castle,
Tel: 01588 630760, Facebook,
WWW.castledoggroomers.co.uk
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WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Phone: 01588 638141 or
email:

Townclerk@Dbishopscastletowncouncil. gov.uk

DROVERS % TRAVEL
30 Church Street, Bishop’s Castle

Full Finamcial Protection as accredited body member of Global Travel Group

Tel 01588 630333 email agent(@droverstravel.com

www.droverstravel.com
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€nterprise House Hesource Centre
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Leaflets Invites Price Lists livoices

Booklets Poslers - Letterheads Typing

Business Cards ;
Greetings Cards Fiyers Menus Business Support

Contact us now for a guote
Frinting/phatacapping to maximam AT séze. W can socon mad' print frem o own ertwark
AF WA PR Al WIMh de ks far paa sk ek,

Station Street, Bishep's Costle, 5YD SAG  Tel: 01588 438038
emaoil: infol@entenisshouss ong.uk WL EAEEprisehauss. oFg Uk

A Village Outreach N
| Event Equipment Hire

For OQutdoor & Indoor Events
. Marquees, Gazebos, Tables & Chairs
Lighting, Sound Systems & Staging

Giant Games & Soft Play
Display Equipment
PAT Testing Service

Local Event Support From

ENTERPRISE HOUSE
Station Street, Bishop's Castle




Your Ink Cartridges
Could Help Us
Raise Funds!

Collection boxes are in B.C. Town Hall
Money radsed will go to
Macmillan Cancer Sapport

- “Lendlond checks'- Electrizal Installation Condition Reparte

@Dave Taylor

Electrical Services

We are a friendly and relioble electrical fiom based in Bichops
Gatle, cavening Shropshire and Powys . We carry out wark: from
simple fighting and power, to larger confracts and bespoke Mghting
installotices. Mease call or emall for a re obligotion estimane.
- Domestic, commarial, agricultural & incstec wark undertaken

+ tuahified & GLEV registered for EV charge point
ingtallations for the domestic & workplose schamas,

- MIC opproved inspectar & instoller of Demestic Ventilation,
* Experienced in fault firding & rectificatiar,

SHROPSHIRE
FOOT PRACTICE

Nicola Collins pip mcrHP marHp
Registered Foot Health Practifioner

Home Visits

* Nail Trimming
* Corn Removal
* Calluses Reduced
* Fungal Infections
* Ingrown Toenails
* Foot care for Diabetics

[ T
Qualified in 2006 gm"

For an appointment:

. 07880 97 20 02




Meet your safer neighbourhood team

We are a dedicated group of police officers and police community support officers {PCS0s) who
wiork with l|1|;.1| EOdmETiLTI TS G partfid organsaticns 1o lcr'r|| auf residents, bukingsses and
wisitors safe and (o prevent crime and tackle anti-soclal behaviour in your locality

DOfficers can ke contacted on the below numbers concerning community sswes. To report a crime

in progress call 999 and for non emergencies, report online at www westmercia police. uk/ report
If you are unable to report online, you can contact us via the 100 non-emergancy number.

Bishops Castle and Craven Arms

beear snt@westmercia police.uk

£ 2

Inspector Sargeant
Damien Kelly Jenni Price

PC PCSD PCS0
Stuart Coote Shawn Culliss Cahvn Brown
OTE14 051729 07811 752207 07970 543854
W - i, charges in Oroamsiane

1243

Sign up o recelve alerts from

your local policing teams %
www.neighbourhoodmatters.co.uk (5
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