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Hello,

And welcome to this Spring
edition of the Town’s Newslet-
ter. Thank goodness the light-
er nights are upon us and the
sun has now got some heat to
it. It's been a very wet winter
and fingers crossed for a bet-
ter spring and summer.

There is so much to tell you
about, | don’t know really
where to start!

The Mayor Josh Dickin Firstly, I'd like tg welcome our
Five new councillors, who

have already added some

great points for discussion
around the council table. They are, Lucy Blundell, Michelle Gayle,
Leon Kosciuczy, Brigit Drake and Sharon Jones. They have settled
into their roles great and are keen to get involved with the council’s
aims.

| think we will all agree that the Arts Festival was another great suc-
cess and,

another gem in the Bishop’s Castle stone! It was great to see the
Town buzzing during February and brings much needed money into
our delicate economy. A massive thank you to the organisers and
volunteers for pulling off another great event.

In the previous article, | mentioned about the formation of a possible
new chamber of trade, this is now turning into a Bishop’s Castle enti-
ty, being called Traders Social, where traders can get together from
around the Town and the immediate area to share ideas and to see
how we can improve the Town Centre.

Another one of my aims is to make the Town more attractive on the
approach roads and in the Town itself. Hopefully in the near future
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you will be seeing new welcome to Bishop’s Castle signs ( the old ones
are getting rather tatty), planters and other items such as new Town no-
tice boards to make the place look a little bit more loved.

Once again, the SpArC charity committee are doing a sterling job with
making people aware that our beloved pool is 50 YEARS OLD THIS
YEAR, and also well on the way raising £250,000 to make sure the pool
has a future of another 50 years.

| have a few ideas up my sleeve to help them fundraise in the next few
months, unfortunately the 18 mile push with 50 litres on board vs The
Mayor Of Clun, has been postponed.............. | think he’s running
scared!!!!

Keep your eyes and ears open on Thursday 4th April, this is when
Shropshire Community Health Trust board make their decision whether
to reopen our precious 16 beds. The Save our Beds group is feeling con-
fident that the board will do so, as the recruitment campaign has been so
much more successful than anyone could have wished for! The Cam-
paign team will make sure that the news is spread far and wide as quick
as possible on that day. Once again, they are putting so much work in to
get the result the Community needs and wants.

Hopefully, at the time of reading this newsletter, the War Memorial will be
receiving much needed attention, highly regarded Stonemason Lottie
O’Leary from

Knucklas nr Knighton will be doing the work. It's great to be able to have
someone local to do the work, in a field of work that’s limited on skilled
persons nationally. If you'd like to donate, there is still time to do so, ei-
ther online or drop a cash donation in at Drovers Travel, a big thanks to
all the people who have donated so far! All being well, we will be doing a
grand unveiling later in the spring, to also tie in with the 80th Anniversary
of the D-Day landings. Keep your eyes peeled for more information soon!

The Town Council’s annual Town meeting will be held on Tuesday 23rd
April, this will also incorporate the awarding of Grants to local organisa-
tions which were successful with their applications. The annual Town
meeting is a chance for anyone to come and bring up problems and con-
cerns to the council’s attention, or to present what their organisation is
doing to help enrich the Town.



This year’s Mayor’s Sunday will be held on the 9th June, this will include
a new look Community awards to acknowledge the people and organisa-
tions that do so much for our Town, more information will be covered in
the next article, but please keep an eye out for posters and on the inter-
net.

The Town’s Twinning links are going from Strength to Strength. In Febru-
ary, a small group of GCSE students went on a trip Paris, which incorpo-
rated visiting St Marcel!

The students enjoyed a visit to the School in St Marcel and, also lunch
with the Mayor Hervé Podraza and given gifts from St Marcel as a re-
minder of their trip, | was fortunate enough to go along as a member of
staff to enjoy this trip, everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves!

Staying with the Twinning, it's all systems go with two more events this
year, at the end of May, the Morris Dancing Teams are going to visit and
perform, a trip that is being organised by myself, there is space on the
coach and accommodation available for anyone who would like to come
along. It will be a great weekend, please get in touch with myself if you
want to know more details! And all being well, the French delegation are
once again, planning on visiting us for the Michaelmas weekend!

I would also like to briefly thank Cath Murphy for the 25 years she has
brilliantly organised the BC Walking festival.

On a personal note, | hope to continue as Mayor for another year come
May. There is so much more to do and finish, I really want to get the best
results for our Town. Also | have received the honour of an invitation to a
garden party at Buckingham Palace in May, something I’'m thoroughly
looking forward too. It is heart warming to be recognised by the Shrop-
shire Lieutenancy to be put forward to attend.

Once again, | apologise for such a long article, and yes, | may not be the
best with grammar, but | like to think it comes from heart and makes
sense to most!

Best wishes
And fingers crossed for a lovely spring
Josh



Key Dates

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING Tuesday 23rd April

GREEN MAN FESTIVAL, CLUN May Bank Holiday, Sun-
day & Monday May S & 6.

ROUND AND ABOUT WALKS, Bishop’s Castle MAY 14 -
27 2024

We mark send detailed maps with full directions in rough-
ly 3-mile sections to your email address: Con-

tact jeanshirley@btinternet.com

BISHOP’S CASTLE WALKING FESTIVAL Thursday 16th
May - Sunday 19th May 2024.

Our guided walks are led by experienced local volunteers
and offer a great choice of walk length and terrain.

www.bishopscastlewalkingfestival.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
bishopscastlewalkingfestival

MAYOR MAKING Tuesday 21st May
MAYOR’S SUNDAY Sunday 9t: June
OPEN GARDENS - Sunday 16tt June

BISHOP’S CASTLE MIDSUMMER REJOICING Sunday
June 23

Shropshire Bedlams & Martha Rhoden’s Tuppeny Dish
dancing with their weekend guest side at Stonehouse Hos-
pital at 10.30 am. The decorated rush cart procession
through the town to St. John the Baptist Church starts at
11 am. shropshirebedlams@gmail.com

THE MARCHES CHOIR - CARMEN'’S BIZET Sunday
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30th June at 7.30pm
(A Concert Performance of Highlights)., Walcot Hall, Lyd-
bury North

BISHOP’S CASTLE CARNIVAL Saturday 6t July
Parade 1pm followed by main event on the Playing Fields.
One of the oldest and possibly the best traditional town
carnival with a parade of steam engines, vintage cars and
floats around the town followed by fun, games and mu-
sic on Bishop’s Castle playing fields. Come and join us -
FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY!!! Josh Dickin 07530
691106

PARTY IN THE PARK S

Saturday, July 20 12 PARTY 1
noon - 10.30 pm T .
Party in the Park hosts a :,“: :T;“

range of musicians and
acts over nearly 12 hours
with nonstop music,
food, workshops and ac-
tivities.

Tickets: £12 and under
11s FREE. Available on
the day or via our Facebook page @centrestage20

AN UPDATE ON THE FOODBANK

Many readers of this Newsletter will know that we, the Bishop’s
Castle Foodbank have now acquired the building behind STARS
which will, in time, be the permanent home of the Foodbank. The
BC Community Land Trust has worked tirelessly on our behalf for
the past couple of years to achieve this on our behalf. But to make
it fit for its future purpose we need to do a great deal of work on
both the outside and the interior. This will help us to serve the in-
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creasing number of customers within our local area. We currently pro-
vide food and other supplies to an average of 113 people a week, rep-
resenting about 50 households.

A whole range of people use our services. We help young families
who, because of unforeseen circumstances are needing help through
a difficult patch. We help individuals who, perhaps through a series of
misfortunes, find themselves unable to put a regular meal on their ta-
ble. We help people who, through ill health find that they cannot work
for a time. It only takes a small change in circumstances to create a
tipping point that can result in an individual being unable to afford the
basics - it could be any one of us, and that's why we ask for dona-
tions. A one-off payment really helps us meet our weekly shopping
bill. If you feel able to make a regular small donation that helps us
even more.

Here are some quotes (all genuine!) from a few of our customers:
“the foodbank is run very well and helps me a lot”

" Its helped bring down the weekly cost of food & money saved can
help with heating costs"

"lts not just about the food, the advice and support has cheered me
up weekly"

“would struggle to survive without them and the extra support offered”
“with having a disabled child, it's been a lifesaver financially. Very
supportive staff and helpful”

We will be applying for grants to refurbish the former abattoir and we
are currently in a reasonably healthy financial state. But we will need
more. Folk in BC are already incredibly generous and that is absolute-
ly true. Any further financial contributions, however big or small, will
help us to carry on with the work we do as well as prepare for the ma-
jor works required to put the building in good workable order. So
please, if you can, put money in our yellow collecting boxes, donate
through Paypal, or just come in when we are open , have a cup of tea
with us, see how we operate, and give me a couple of bob on your
way out. Or please don’t hesitate to phone or message me on the
number below if you would like any further information. It will all help
us to keep the show on the road and prepare for the next phase in the
life of the BISHOP’S CASTLE COMMUNITY FOODBANK.

Thank you very much. Andy Stelman 07773 006413
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Union Street traffic

There are increasing concerns by local residents about the speed of
traffic in Union Street (and Main Street/High Street), with cars and oth-
er vehicles appearing to go at speeds in excess of 40mph. Many resi-
dents, often vulnerable adults, live in the ‘shuts’ or care homes that
open directly on to Union Street.

‘The top of Union St is a particular problem — it is clearly not built for
vehicles and the turn-in/out from Market Square/Welsh St is extremely
tight. Cars regularly approach at far too much speed. Cars either over-
speed to get up the hill or pick up speed coming down it.’

A number of options continue to be considered — such as speed
bumps or other restrictions. One-way systems have a reputation to
increase traffic speeds. A 20mph limit is planned for the town.

If you are driving around Bishop’s Castle, please, please watch
your speed. Thank you.

The EV charging points in Harley Jenkins Street car park often ap-
pear to be blocked. Could those using the charging points move their
vehicles once topped up. Thank you.

BISHOP’S CASTLE WALKING FESTIVAL Thursday 16th May —
Sunday 19th May 2024.

Our guided walks are led by experienced local volunteers and offer a
great choice of walk length and terrain.
www.bishopscastlewalkingfestival.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/bishopscastlewalkingfestival

OPEN GARDENS - Sunday 16th June

BISHOP’S CASTLE MIDSUMMER REJOICING Sunday June 23
Shropshire Bedlams & Martha Rhoden’s Tuppeny Dish dancing with
their weekend guest side at Stonehouse Hospital at 10.30 am. The
decorated rush cart procession through the town to St. John the Bap-
tist Church starts at 11 am. shropshirebedlams@gmail.com
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MORE NEWS FROM BISHOP’S CASTLE PATIENTS GROUP

SURGERY INFORMATION

The Patients Group has been interviewing staff at the surgery to
help patients know the best person to contact. Our latest inter-
view has been with Sarah Bevan, the Practice Manager.

Sarah’s title is short, but her responsibilities are wide ranging,
she does stress however that she is well supported by the whole
team at the practice.

Some of her responsibilities are the management of:

Clinical and non-clinical staff. The surgery has 21 staff in to-

tal.
Rostas to ensure that adequate staff are available for all are-

as.
Funding. Making sure that all relevant claims have been

made. Help is received from the PCN (Primary Care Net-

work) and ICB (Integrated Care Board) regarding grants

that may be available.

Building maintenance. This currently this includes the instal-
lation of a new phone system. This follows an NHS di-
rective for all practices to have a VOIP (Voice over inter-

net Protocol) system.

Sarah also considers it important to be available to support all
staff, whether their problem is directly related to work matters or

not.

We got an update on current matters at the surgery, these in-
clude:

The waiting time for non-urgent appointments is expected to
be no more than 2 weeks.

Wherever appropriate, face to face appointments will be
made. PLEASE do not leave urgent medical issues until a
Friday afternoon if at all possible. The sooner you contact
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the practice, the more options are available for staff to
help you.

Telephone consultations are popular with patients and help
with availability of appointments so do use these when
suitable.

District Nurses attend the full clinical staff meeting when
they can, helping to optimise communications about pa-
tients.

Ambulances. Regrettably the shortage of ambulances
means that the waiting times are longer than we would
like them to be. If you need emergency medical assis-
tance, call 999 and follow the advice of the call handlers.
They may advise you that it would be quicker to attend
A&E yourself, rather than wait for an ambulance. This is
not a satisfactory solution but is a national problem.

Dr Penney has retired as a partner but is still working at the
surgery. There will be a celebration of his work for the
community later in the year.

Medical problems have resulted in Dr Gardner sadly leav-
ing.

Current partners are Dr Tom Davies and Dr Marwan Al-
Nasiri. Dr Laura Land and Dr Catherine Goodwin are
salaried GPs at the practice and regular locums are
used when needed.

The practice will shortly be starting the recruitment process
for a new GP.

Sarah would like you all to know that she is happy to be first
point of contact for patients as well as staff. This can be for
compliments, complaints, or suggestions. As she is not always
available, it is advisable to call and make an appointment to
avoid being disappointed.

Also, for those who have difficulty with online access do please
contact the practice as they are more than happy to help.

Above all Sarah wanted us to thank all patients for their consid-
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eration and support of the team at the practice. The last survey
showed 91% satisfaction with the overall service provide which
is way above the national average of 71%. Sarah Wood and
Christine Williams

Enterprise House is Seeking Digital Volunteers

Enterprise House is seeking Digital Volunteers to support their
delivery of Shropshire Council’s Digital Skills Programme over
the coming year. The programme aims to reduce digital exclu-
sion by giving free one-to-one digital support for those who need
it most.

Are you interested in volunteering and able to spare a couple of

hours a week? If you have lots of patience, a reasonable level of
IT literacy and a sense of humour, we'd love to hear from

you. We are on the look-out for new volunteers for eight weeks

to help someone overcome their fears and grow more confident

online. Volunteer training will be provided, and it can be a great

way to meet new people, develop your own skills and gain satis-
faction in knowing that you are helping others.

Please get in touch with Polly at Enterprise House on 01588 638
038 or email pollyowen@enterprisehouse.org.uk to find out
more.

MB GRASSCUTTING REGULAR LAWN CUTS GARDEN TIDY UPS.
Friendly reliable & professional service. No job too small!
Locally based - Please call Mark for free quote on 07388 676775
or email mbgrasscutting@gmail.com
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2024 Arts Festival — A Roaring Success




2024 Arts Festival — A Roaring Success

This year’s festival was a roaring success with many people
saying that it was the best one yet. People came from far
and wide (Chester, Leicester, Ross on Wye and Manches-
ter) and there was lots of positive feedback. There were
over 60 talks, exhibitions, workshops to go to, some being
returning favourites, such as the singing workshop and
Scraptastic, and some new, like bird box building and pottery
workshops for the youngsters and printing workshops and
the Swing Band. All events were well attended and most
were fully booked. The event covered its costs — an extraor-
dinary achievement in these straightened times.

Putting on a five day festival entails an awful lot of hard work
and it wouldn’t be possible without Sue Wilmer and the or-
ganising team the help of many volunteers. A special thank
you goes to Trevor Chalkley and Jane Allard who took on
running the talks at the Church Barn this year.  Also the
people who ran workshops and not only gave their time but
also the materials used.

Planning has already started for 2025 and any suggestions
would be welcomed by email to suewillmer@mac.com
Quotes - “Another very informative talk by Paul Binding”

“Excellent, can’t wait till next year”
“Gets better every year”

“A really fun & accessible workshop” - Indian
Block Printing

“Lovely day, learned a new skill” - Willow Weaving

“Just loved it” - Margaret aged 8
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BISHOP'S CASTLE
e“§ . & BEYOND

2024/25 Trade Directory

A traditional printed trade directory

Produced by Enterprise South West Shropshire

Distributed in Bishop's Castle and Surrounding Areas
Online @ www.bishopscastleandbeyond.co.uk/community

USEFUL TELEPHONE COMMUNITY
NUMBERS INFORMATION

BUSINESS ALPHABETICAL

LISTINGS TRADE LISTINGS

To find out more or list your business please

Call Enterprise House on 01588 638 038

Email: tradedirectory@enterprisehouse.org.uk

Visit: www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/tradedirectory
© ewptesiecss SueaSeer BehepaCesie STOSAQ

@ & 0 & @
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Enterprise House — New Trade Directory

A NEW local trade directory is currently being developed and you are
invited to include your business. The directory aims to promote and
raise awareness of all the businesses operating in the South West
Shropshire and Welsh Borders area, but also make that information
available to all. It will be distributed to all households in Bishop's
Castle, plus village halls, community shops and spaces and pubs in
the surrounding villages as well as being available online

at www.bishopscastleandbeyond.co.uk/community.

Annual listing prices range from text only listings for £25 plus VAT
to Business Card Listing for £60 plus VAT (jpeg image is required or
personalised business cards can be designed for an additional

fee). Double sized listings are available if required. Full details of
listings and a sample version are attached for your information.

For more information or to list your business please contact Enter-
prise House on 01588 638 038,

email tradedirectory@enterprisehouse.org.uk or vis-

it www.enterprisehouse.org.uk/tradedirectory.

Going Wild in Bishop’s Castle gets £238,000 Lottery grant

Going Wild in Bishop’s Castle as been awarded £238,000 from The
National Lottery Heritage Fund to hire staff as coordinators to support
the community to develop and implement local wildlife and nature
projects.

The group has been working with community groups over the last two
years with a range of wildlife and nature projects in and around Bish-
op’s Castle, focused on the ecological management of local land.

Projects have included building and installing swift boxes and estab-
lishing meadowlands on local properties. Going Wild in Bishop’s Cas-
tle has become known for its winter talks and summer activities se-
ries. The ‘Going Wild Kid’s Club’ provides an extracurricular outdoor
education and bushcraft club for young people in the community.

Bernard Edwards, chair of the Going Wild in Bishop’s Castle Steer-
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ing Group said: “Thanks to The National Lottery Players and every-
one who has supported us in the winter talks series and the summer
activities. We look forward to working with the fantastic community
of Bishop’s Castle.”

The grant, secured with help from Enterprise House, will allow Going
Wild in Bishop’s Castle to hire a part-time coordinator and a part-time
assistant to support the development, delivery and monitoring of lo-
cal biodiversity projects.

“This will help us increase wildlife locally and share our activities with
a wider audience to showcase the potential of community-level re-
wilding. Above all, this is about joining the people of Bishop’s Castle
to learn together and celebrate our landscape through embracing
nature,” said Bernard.

Town councillor Grant Perry said “The town council is delighted to
have supported and continues to support Going Wild in Bishop’s
Castle. This project helps us contribute to the town’s Climate and
Nature Recovery Plan.”

Heat and Wind Project gets Wind in its Sails

The Bishop’s Castle Wind Turbine — powered Community Heat Pro-
ject has been awarded a substantial grant to carry out further stud-
ies. The work will include Ecology and Technical studies, obtaining
‘expressions of interest from the town — including the Community
College and SpArC, who wish to be connected to the network. The
£100,000 grant, which comes from the Government Community En-
ergy Fund has been awarded to Shropshire and Telford Community
Enterprises in partnership with Bishops’ Castle based Light Foot En-
terprises.

Mike Watkins, Light Foot’s local co-ordinator added, ‘there’s a moun-
tain of detailed work to be done on this complex project which re-
quires the involvement of a wide range of experts. The work is
planned to be completed by the end of this year . Our first step will
then be to present it to the Bishop’s Castle community before we
submit a planning application for the wind turbine.’
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High Street and Market Place to be resurfaced

Shropshire Highways is currently planning for High Street and Market
Place. The schemes have been identified as needing essential
maintenance.

The works will involve the following activities:

Removal of studs and or other street furniture (as required by the de-
sign).

Planning out the existing surface to various depths (as required by the
design) and dispose of the arisings.

Laying the new surface to various depths — (as required by the de-
sign) and then allowing it to set/ cure before traffic is allowed over it.

Laying down new road markings.

Resurfacing is a vital part of highways maintenance; and a key in-
vestment on behalf of Shropshire Council to improve the long-term
condition of the network, help to prevent structural problems in the
future and reduces time spent on smaller repairs, such as filling pot-
holes.

Dates are not yet programmed in, however, the plan is to do this
scheme between April 24 and March 25. Thoughts and feedback are
welcomed

To ensure these works are delivered in the most efficient and safest
manner for both the public and our workforce, a road closure is typi-
cally required. A signed diversion route will be in place, all vehicles
would be required to follow this.

Note - A reminder that roads needing repair can be logged easily and
quickly along with photographs on FixMyStreet

Road Closures

A489 — to Church Stretton. 25th March — 3rd May 2024 8am to 5pm.
Monday to Friday Open weekends. Ash Dieback tree felling near
Plowden

A488 Colstey Bank — April 28th
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Bishop’s Castle War Memorial —

The war memorial is located in the Church Yard and is in need of
some gentle restoration. Bishop’s Castle Mayor Josh Dickin is
leading on fund raising for this with the hope that the work can
commence in April . If you wish to make a donation on line you can
use this link ‘Crowdfunding to Help Fund Bishop’s Castle’ War Me-
morial’ on Just Giving or cash donations can be dropped off at
Drovers Travel. It is in need of some gentle renovation, due to take
place in April 2024.

Pump Track
A Great Thank You to all kids for their fund raising efforts!!

Hospital up date: This Newsletter will be out before any decision is
made but huge thanks are due to Jenny Sergeant, and everyone
else - whatever the outcome.

Bishops Castle Civil Defence Bowling Club

The club has recently advised the Town Council that due to a lack
of members (9 currently) that they have folded. The Town Council
has and continues to pay the electricity bill at the club and it has
been suggested that the Council take over responsibility for the
ground and facilities on the site once the members have removed
any articles that they wish to. The site consists of a Bowling Green
and 3 Buildings — one storage shed, one Portakabin clubhouse and
one other wooden shed (to which access has yet to be provided)
and is accessed via a gate at the top of the Grange Road entrance
to the Playing Fields. The ground is leased on a peppercorn rent
from Living Villages Trust — who may or may not still be in existence
and has electricity and water to site. There is a toilet that may be
connected to mains drainage but further investigation is required.
There 4 floodlights for the Green — 2 of which are currently facing
the playing fields. The buildings and open space could be used in
the short term for the Youth Project and storage whilst longer term
and subject to legal checks as to the ownership of the land and
planning regulations the plot could be developed for alternative use
such as Youth Facilities / Club or a Community Room / New Public
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Hall. It is proposed that the Council offer to take on the running of
the facility, in the short term, this may be to allow continued use of
the green for Bowling or in the longer term for possible alternative
uses..

Council Tax 2024/25

You will shortly be receiving your Council Tax Bill for 2024/2025
which includes a precept for Bishops Castle Town Council which is
how our services are funded. The Council deliberated for many
hours whilst setting the new precept conscious of the current cost of
living crises as well as the fact that last year saw a small reduction.
However we, as a Council, are not exempt from the pressure of in-
creasing costs and have seen considerable increases in energy,
wages and salaries and contractors charges throughout the last 12
months. The effect of all these have seen our reserves being re-
quired to a far larger extent than envisaged.

Unlike other town councils such as Church Stretton, Ludlow and
Shrewsbury where new properties being built provide new additional
income by increasing the tax base upon which the burden falls, we
in Bishops Castle are under a moratorium restricting development
due to the issue of development in the River Clun Catchment area
and the pollution it may cause. Therefore new building is not current-
ly permitted and the tax base remains static and the burden of in-
creased costs falls on the same number of properties year after
year.

The council has committed to improving facilities and services it pro-
vides and has in recent years refurbished both play areas, installed
LED lighting, supported the Charter Celebrations and repaired the
Town Hall Clock.

In the future we are helping to :
match fund grant applications for the Pump Track
improve the Skatepark

refurbish the Auction Yard Toilets,
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support SpArC and local tourism and festivals

Going Wild,

the Heat Network

and reduce the Town’s Carbon Footprint all of which incur costs.

Unfortunately all of these come at a cost and you will therefore note an
increase in our proportion of the council tax next year of £3.82 per prop-
erty per month which equates to 88 pence per week. However we can
assure you that every penny raised by Bishops Castle Town Council will
be spent locally to improve services and infrastructure in the town for the
benefit of its residents

FREE Tennis Open Days at BC Tennis Club every Saturday throughout
April at Bishop’s Castle - 10.00am-12.00pm.

For more information, email info@bishopscastletennis.org or

their website https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/BishopsCastleTennisClub

A Silver Anniversary 2025
Bishops Castle Walking Festival through the Ages

I've been enjoying, this winter, looking forward and backwards. Giv-
ing thought to all those people helping, for nearly twenty five years
of hospitality, by organising a springtime Walking Festival. | have
found a series of documents from Bishops Castles' first attempts,
leading to the mid week festival of walking and evening activities for
all to join in 2000.

Do you know, our first events depended upon people finding our
brochure, filling in a booking form and sending a cheque (in an en-
velop) to the local volunteer treasurer? What a change has hap-
pened in that time - lately we've put together similar information and
launched it upon our web site — bishopscastlewalkingfestival.co.uk .
Browsing the options is a totally different experience within 25 years.

That said, the countryside is still out there, with 25 years of stories
from ancient to modern activities, all to be enjoyed as we walk
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across it. People from across Britain (and occasionally elsewhere)
arrive to meet us at our best — 'well the weather is always good in
the spring'. This may be a brand new experience — of 'walking' in
groups, to Shropshire Hills and of local leaders. Six walks a day
(16-19th May 2024) are offered for a variety of fun — huge distanc-
es to short visits to landscape specialities. And people leave feel-
ing that they've made friends, loving this landscape and planning
returns another day.

This brief excursion down memory lane is preparing the way for a
Celebration event in 2025. Please join us, with your memories,
photographs and ideas for the future of Bishops Castle Walking
Festival.

Catherine Murphy Chair of BCWF 24 organising group
07825380978

Facebook - bishopscastlewalkingfestival.co.uk

Mark Arbon,

Green Shutters, Knighton. LD71NE
01547529383 0779564446275

Website www.markarbon.com

MARK ARBON
Susialnable Bmldlng

Built with a conscience
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EVERY SECOND FRIDAY. ?
OF THE MONTH |
AT THE SIX BELLS
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Landscapin

Professional Landscaping & Garden Care Specialists
Throughout Shropshire and the border counties

We offer a Comprehensive range of services throughout
the landscaping and garden maintenance trade,
Commercial and Domestic

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

07534 947946 / 01588 630247

www.morrayslandscaping.com (©)€)




BISHOP’S CASTLE FAERIE TRAIL

The trail in the Wintles Woodland is currently closed. The
Queen Faerie has gone on holiday as it has been so wet here.
She has taken all the other faeries with her to the South of
Spain. They will return at the end of May and set up home in
different parts of the woodland Look out for the new Faerie Trail
maps and Faerie Workshop at Spring Bank.

FUSING IDEAS

ZIMporary g k_l‘w%

Gorgeous glass gifts
Awards & Commissions
Ln‘ Vauchers

Glass fusing workshops

Please contact Jill for details
MNew website soon

Studio in New Street, Bishop’s Castle, 5Y9 500

oMz cal sl as oparing es

mak; 07941 232218 e jill@fusingideas.com n@{@i‘uhing deas
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Freestyle Martial Arts Bishops Castle

.Easy to learn, fun and safe martial arts classes for the whole family,
ages 7 to 70+

Increase confidence, self-esteem,
discipline, and concentration while at
the same time improving fitness,
strength, flexibility, coordination, and
self-control through Freestyle Martial

| Arts - a contemporary blend of Karate,
Taekwondo, Kung-Fu, and Kickboxing

Classes are held at SpArC Bishops
Castle Leisure Centre every Sunday
" from 10:00am to 10:45am.

For further details, visit: www.freestylemartialarts.com/bishopscastle

Or email: mailto:bishopscastle@freestylemartialarts.com

(Steve Luke, Chief Instructor, Freestyle Martial Arts Bishops Castle)

BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL ALLOTMENTS

There are currently two allotment plots available, a two thirds sized
plot at £41 annual rent and a half sized plot at £34 annual rent.

Please apply to the Town Clerk on 01588 638141, or email
townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

For more details and to put your name on the waiting list. Additional
costs include a one off deposit, and annual membership of the
Allotment Society,
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o 2floors full of stalls, including:-
% Ceramics, Soaps, Textiles,
Jewellery and much more
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COSTUME DESIGN

Midsummer Night's  Christmas Carol The Tempest
Dream

Ever thought about how costumes
are designed?
Ever thought about recycling and
dyeing silks, brocade, taffeta?
Do you wonder how a patternis
created?
Ever wondered what goes on behind
the scenes during a production?
Are you artistic or creative and
want to develop a creative career?
Ever wanted to design and make
your own wedding dress?

ISten to Eliza Glapinska explaining costume design and
rogdess. Feel the fabrics and see the work. Ask questions.
@ BANN finearts and came to the UK to complete her MA .
BBERIN haute couture for Pierre Cardin and designed and
LBBstumes for various productions.

.30pm CAMLAD BARNS SY9 5JL
Refreshments.

All welcome, no charge, but donations appreciated.
To book a place phone 01588630666 or 07919441409 or,
email jackyharrison51@hotmail.com
or nickyboyd60@outlook.com

Find us on G] @ at Mainstone Womens Institute and Eliza on

E at Arteracheland on at Arterachel23
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Bishop’s Castle Allotment Society
National Lottery funded Community Orchard Project

Bishop’s Castle Allotment Society recently received a grant from the
national lottery to plant an orchard on the land owned by Bishop’s
Castle Town Council adjacent to the allotment site on Love Lane.

The area has now been planted with 16 fruit and nut trees, including
cooking and eating apple, pear, plum, damson, medlar, quince, mul-
berry and cobnut. The varieties were carefully selected according to
size, climate, pollination requirements, fruit productivity and uses/
taste. The trees are well-protected from rabbit and vole damage!
Hopefully in two or three years time some of the trees will be produc-
ing fruit.

The Allotment Society will be assisted with the ongoing orchard area
management by Bishop’s Castle Going Wild Group.




Litter Picking

Would you like to help keep our lovely little town looking tidy?

There is a small, friendly and dedicated team of volunteer litter pickers
who meet regularly to help make this happen and there is always
room for more helpers. Black bin liners, high vis jackets and pickers
are provided by the town council. You will need to bring your own
gloves.

We normally meet at 10am on the first Saturday of the month in the
auction yard car park. If you would like to help, you are welcome to
just turn up, or ring first to say you are coming. If you think you prefer
to litter pick on an ad-hoc basis when it suits you best, equipment can
be provided.

We sometimes do a ‘blitz’ on a specific area, for example, with much
help from Dale Griffiths of Jesmonite, we tidied up the litter on the in-
dustrial estate side of the public footpath at the side of Brick Meadow
this month. And we are open to suggestions of any areas of concern.

Please leave a message on 01588 638175, thank you

Open Garden & plant stall at The Hurst, Clunton. SY7 0JA
Sunday 19" May 2024. 2:00pm - 5:30pm

Entry £5 (cash only please) in aid of Shropshire Historic Churches
Trust.

The Hurst is Arvon’s Shropshire Writing House, former residence of
(playwright) John & Helen Osborne.

Set in 26 acres — Californian redwoods, walled garden, extensive ma-
ture rhododendrons and azaleas, bluebell woods, meadow, orchard,
dovecot and stunning views of the Clun valley.

Tea & cake stall, and bookstall, in aid of the Arvon Foundation.
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BiSth 's Castle Listings for APRIL and

e lown Hall VAY 21

For Further information on all our events look on our website
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk or contact us 01588 630023

April 2024

Until 5™ April Book, CD and DVD Sale Large selection of used
Books, CD’s and DVD'’s to browse through at bargain prices.

6™ April Antiques & Flea Market 9am to 4pm. 1 Saturday of each
month. Lift available. Free entry.

Until 17™ April Exhibition by Lyn Evans

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk

9" April Going Wild in Bishops Castle, Talks — Stepping Stones,
Project update - Charlie Bell

Doors open 7.00pm. Bar refreshments available. No pre booking re-
quired. Donations box at the entrance.

12" April — Jon Doran The Northern Assembly concert
Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start Tickets £10.00 per person in ad-
vance £12 on the door

Available on Ticket source www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH or at The
Town Hall or on the door www.jondoranmusic.co.uk

20" April to 21° May Exhibition by Robert Bates If you are travel-
ling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibition is open as
occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk
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20" April Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm 3" Saturday of each
month. Stalls include Meat, Poultry, Specialist Teas, Cakes & Pas-
tries, Bread, Preserves, Honey, Chocolates, hand dyed wool, mush-
rooms, Veg. All produced locally.

May 2024

Until 21st™ May Exhibition by Robert Bates

If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check the exhibi-
tion is open as occasionally we have to close for weddings.
www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk

4" May Antiques & Flea Market 9am to 4pm. 1% Saturday of each
month. Lift available. Free entry.

12" May - Concert Songs From Land and Sky — Susan Raven
and Satch Norton with Andy Prince

Doors open 2.00pm for 2.30pm start Tickets £10.00 per person. Re-
freshments will be available

Available on Ticket source www.ticketsource.co.uk/BCTH or at The
Town Hall or on the door

17" May Walking Festival Talk - Butterflies, Birds and Beyond,
the extraordinary photos of Andrew Fusek Peters. Doors and bar
open 7pm for 7.30 start. Tickets - £5

Book through website - https://
www.bishopscastlewalkingfestival.co.uk/festival-fringe-events.html

18" May Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm 3™ Saturday of each month.
Stalls include Meat, Poultry, Specialist Teas, Cakes & Pastries, Bread,
Preserves, Honey, Chocolates, hand dyed wool, mushrooms, Veg. All
produced locally.

25" May Craft Fair _10am to 16.00pm Two floors of stalls selling a
wide range of locally crafted goods. Come and shop for beautiful gifts.
Make it a day out in Bishop’s Castle. Lots to visit and lovely places to
have lunch or coffee and cake.
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VISIT US!
Station Street

Bishop's Castle
SY9 5AQ

Foot Care

& Ear Wax Removal

All Aspects of Routine Foot Care

Microsuction Ear Wax Removal Now Available!

+ Nail Trimming
+ Corns & Callus

+ Ingrown Nail

+ Thick Nail Reduction
+ Fungal Nail Treatment

and tidy and I'm always

ond Vikki to everyone wanting

Contact Vikki or find out more online:
Tel. 07779 976 648 Marchesfootcare.co.uk

Vikki Robson

DipCFHP MPSPract

Cualified insured and a member of the Professional Standards
Authority Accredited Begister Tor Foot Health Practitioners
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Legal Issues?

Ten good reasons to
choose Wace Morgan...

Wace Morgan provide reassuring, sound, professional and
friendly legal advice when you wish it most

B Civil & Commercial Mediation
B Commercial & Agricultural
M Debt Recovery
M Eiderly Client & Care Funding
M Employment
B Family Matters
M Military Law
M Personal Injury
B Residential Property
I Wills, Trusts, Tax Planning & Probate

For the full range of services check out:

www.wacemorgan.co.uk

01743 280 100

wacce

mao ]1-(-:"1 n 2| 5t Mary's Street, Shrewsbury, 571 |ED

help@wmlaw.couk www.wacemergan.couk

SOLICITORS W @wWaceMorgan
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J A Price Motor Engineers Ltd

01588 638585 // (B8

A well established local business,
providing all aspects of garage
services.

For any enquiries please don't
hesitate to contact our friendly
team.

O 01588 638585

@ japricemotorenginears@gmail.com
g Lydham, Bishops Castle, SY9 5HB

GARNGE SUHEME

Abi Loffill
chiropractor
+ Elbow pain

« Minorsports injuries

01938 561787 www.abiloffill.co.uk

3 Shepherds Yard, Chirbury. SY15 6BH
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We're over the moon
about our NEW lower prices

Lightning fast full fibre broadband R

£26/month*

Find out more and check your postcode at
www.swsbroadband.net/overthemoon

SW 5 Connecting Rural

BROADBAND Communities since 2005

YOGA & MEDITATION TEACHER

Hello evaryone, I'd like ta introduce myself, | am Jess
and live just sutside Bishops Castle. | have been
teaching yoga & meditation for 7 years in London ot
several of the top studios. | teach a spectrum of styles
including vinyasa, yin, pregnancy, meditation and
kirtan at my home |image below). | am currently
teaching 1 FREE yoga class per week.

Get In touch if you're interested in
a sassion!

JESSICA WOOD
07890 400 780
jessicosyoga-wood.com
www.jessicawsodyaga.com

& sjessicawoodyoga

Avallable for private & group
closses.




GOLIEN rIRE
NUGGETS

Locally made firewood BRIQUETTES. £5.00 Per sack.
FREE delivery in and around Bishop's Castle. IDEAL FOR WOODSTOVES.

Also FREE delivery of sticks 'n' offcuts £4.50 per large sack.

Golden Fire Nuggets and Sticks 'n' offcuts are a by product of Shropshire
Hardwoods Joinery and Timber Frame Buildings. Based in Bishops Castle.
For orders or enquiries phone

Rachel on 07975871322
Visit our websites at
goldenfirenuggets.co.uk and

shropshirehardwoods.com

Abbeyi‘ield

Support and companionship just when you need it

Are you looking for affordable Sheltered Accommodation
with your main meals provided in a homely environment?

Abheyfield House situated in Oak Meadow 579 5PA
close to the Town Centre of Bishop's Castle
offers all this, and independent living
with a balance of privacy, support and security

Please telephone 015288 630000
for more information

!gmpemupmmmm Ho. ZFZS5R TSA Regilator of Social Housing No. H4156
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We offer a wide range
of legal services

for both the individual

and business

»

b T Jsmn'“ | ‘

BISHOP'S CASTLE | T: 01694 723818
CHURCH STRETTON | T: 01694 723818

WELSHPOOL | T: 01743 248148
SHREWSBURY | T: 01743 248148

LUDLOW | T: 01584 878456
KNIGHTON | T: 01547 528332 ‘ B

TELFORD | T: 01952 403000

et ot




Become a Friend of SpArC Theatre

Become a Friend of SpArC Theatre and help sustain the future of
your Theatre in these difficult times. Individual membership is £15 a
year and membership for a couple is £25. If you are a UK taxpayer,
you can gift aid your subscription and increase its value by 25%. Cur-
rent membership stands at 115; with your support we would like to
increase this to 200 which would contribute £5k per annum to funding
your Theatre’s running costs!

Membership will enable you to:
Receive advance notice via email of the upcoming season
Priority book for National Theatre Live screenings
Reserve a table for cabaret-style events subject to availability

Receive an Invitation to gallery private viewings when ar-
ranged by the artist

Receive an Annual Newsletter via email
Access our DVD and Blu Ray Library

Receive an Invitation to the Friends Christmas Film (enjoy a
complimentary film and a glass of something nice to celebrate the year)

To join, simply call Liz at the Box Office on 01588 630321 /
638038 or email Graham at gshemmings@hotmail.com . Alterna-
tively, you can pick up details from the SpArC Theatre or Enter-
prise House.

Age UK Dementia Support Group

Every Fourth Monday at Bishop’s Castle Community Hospital,
Stone House, Bishops Castle, SY9 5A], 2:00pm —4:00pm

£14 for two people (including light refreshments). To book, ring or
email: 01743 233 123 or enquiries@ageukstw.org.uk

Age UK STW is urgently looking for Volunteers to help deliver ser-
vices— www.ageukshropshireandtelford.org.uk

38



Union Street
Bishop’s Castle
SY9 5AJ

COVE ragE\‘ Ca Fe STONE HOUSE

We offer Residential and EMI Care, day care places available on a Tuesday in
our day care centre which offers activities & bith assisted and un-assisted baths.
We also offer respite beds when available.

For more information:

Contact Keturah Bloor
Telephone— 01588 63848
Email kbloor@coveragecareservice.co.uk
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How to contact your Town Councillors:

Councillor Jane Carroll

Tel: 01588 638467

Email: jane.carrol@gmail.com
Councillor Ruth Houghton

Tel: 01588 638352

Email: Ruth.Houghton@shropshire.gov.uk

Councillor Andy Stelman
Tel 07773006413

Email andystelman@icloud.com
Councillor Josh Dickin

Tel 07530691106

Email bcbc97 @outlook.com
Councillor Grant Perry

Tel: 01588 638233

Email: grantperry24@icloud.com
Councillor Stuart Morris

Tel: 01588 630114

Email: stuartmorrisstfc@btinternet.com
Councillor Tim Halford

Tel: 01588 638333

Email: timhalford@yahoo.comTown

Clerk: 01588 638141

townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
assistantclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

Monday to Thursday 9.30am—12.30pm

For allotment enquiries, Contact:
townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

Bishop’s Castle News is pub-
lished by Bishop’s Castle Town
Council. The Council maintains
the right to edit all submissions.

Please send any contributions to be
considered for the next issue by 15th
JULY 2024 to the Town Clerk and
the Assistant Clerk..

eiEEL
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UNION STREET GARAGE
(BISHOP'S CASTLE LIMITED)
MOT'S FOR CLASS 4 VEHICLES (o :
SERNICING AND REPAIRS
TELEPHONE (015B8) 638340

www.unionsireglgarage. co.uk
WE ACCEPT ALL KAJOR CREDIT CARLCE
ECE————r——
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Dressmaker & Alterations
Eliza Glapinska
www arterachel.co.uk
12 Comicks Rise Bishop's Castie Shropshire 5Y5 588
® (4407813795510
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1585 A3 A8 3.3 TEXTILE SPECIALIST
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CASTLE DOG GROOMERS
26 High Street, Bishops Castle,
Tel: 01588 630760, Facebook,
WWW.castledoggroomers.co.uk

Sake, confidentinl counselling & pavehotherapy for sdubs sver
the sge of 18
Locaied in Lydbury Nl
Tel UTEIROEIONT
Ermail mopgEfhandhommneslling oom
v, hardoounssling com
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WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Phone: 01588 638141 or
email:

Townclerk@Dbishopscastletowncouncil. gov.uk

DROVERS % TRAVEL
30 Church Street, Bishop’s Castle

Full Finamcial Protection as accredited body member of Global Travel Group

Tel 01588 630333 email agent(@droverstravel.com

www.droverstravel.com
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€nterprise House Resource Centre
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Leaflets |nvites Price Lists Invoices
Booklets Poslers Letterheads Typing

Business Gards ;
Greetings Cards Fiyers Menus Business Support

Contact us now for a guote

Frinting/phatacapping to maximam AT séze. W can socon mad' print frem o own ertwark
AF WA PR Al WIMh de ks far paa sk ek,

Station Street, Bishep's Costle, 5YD SAG  Tel: 01588 438038
emaoil: infol@entenisshouss ong.uk WL EAEEprisehauss. oFg Uk

EvhtE@ipthm Govvi ice

-_ et post-covid® m

MEED TD HIRE A MARQUEE
GAZEBOS?
TABLES, CHAIRS, STAGING,
PA SYSTEMSE, LIGHTS
we can help

CALL 01588 630097

vl lagecutreachibblshopgcastle, co.uk

wuenw.enterprisshousa.org.uk/outraach
villagaoutreachBL
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Your Ink Cartridges
Could Help Us
Raise Funds!

Collection boxes are in B.C. Town Hall
Money radsed will go to
Macmillan Cancer Sapport

- “Lendlond checks'- Electrizal Installation Condition Reparte

@Dave Taylor

Electrical Services

We are a friendly and relioble electrical fiom based in Bichops
Gatle, cavening Shropshire and Powys . We carry out wark: from
simple fighting and power, to larger confracts and bespoke Mghting
installotices. Mease call or emall for a re obligotion estimane.
- Domestic, commarial, agricultural & incstec wark undertaken

+ tuahified & GLEV registered for EV charge point
ingtallations for the domestic & workplose schamas,

- MIC opproved inspectar & instoller of Demestic Ventilation,
* Experienced in fault firding & rectificatiar,

SHROPSHIRE
FOOT PRACTICE

Nicola Collins pip mcrHP marHp
Registered Foot Health Practifioner

Home Visits

* Nail Trimming
* Corn Removal
* Calluses Reduced
* Fungal Infections
* Ingrown Toenails
* Foot care for Diabetics

[ T
Qualified in 2006 gm"

For an appointment:

. 07880 97 20 02




~ HOUSE ON
H CRUTCHES
MUSEUM

Bishop's Castle SY9 5BG

www. hocmuseum.org.uk

NOW OPEN

When did you last visit “one of the best
town museums in Shropshire” (Marie
Kreft travel writer)?

Open Saturdays & Sundays 1.30 - 4.30pm

and Mondays & Tuesdays on bank holiday weekends

FREE ADMISSION BUT DONATIONS
ALWAYS WELCOME - THEY KEEP US GOING

...... ﬁ @
" |'*;: _,,gﬁ

:::::::

- MLA No: 1952 | EL._! _ -:3
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The House on Crutches Museum is open!

When did you last visit Bishop’s Castle’s delightful museum? If you
have not visited in recent years you will notice many changes and in-
teresting new displays. Thanks to generous donations from
Ransfords and Bishop’s Castle Building Supplies, we have been able
to upgrade the lighting in the museum and expand the permanent ex-
hibitions about Droving, Brewing and Local Businesses.

Community Collections are a new feature. Local residents have kindly
lent us items of general or local interest. These include collections of
matchboxes and commemorative china. A donation from the Co-
operative’s Local Community Fund made these temporary displays
possible.

S === “One of the best town museums
: = - in Shropshire, it’s housed in a
picturebook-perfect Elizabethan
timber-framed building with
wooden posts propping up a
17th century upstairs extension,
which feels wonderfully crooked
inside”
Marie Kreft, travel writer: “Slow
Shropshire”

There is no charge for entry, and donations are very welcome as we
rely on contributions, both money and time, to keep it running. Staffed
only by volunteers, it is something our town should be proud of. Right
now we need a new treasurer and help with IT so if you can help,
please get in touch. Open every Saturday and Sunday afternoon un-
til end September. Also open Bank Holiday Mondays and some other
days. See website for details: www.hocmuseum.org.uk
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Bishop’s Castle Michaelmas Fair - 21 September 2024

2023 Michaelmas Fair was a huge success, showcasing our wonder-
ful town and all it has to offer! This would not have been possible
without the support of such a brilliant community, so thank you!

This year’s fair was organised by a very small team of volunteers who
were keen to see it restored following the disappointments of the pre-
vious few years. However, in order to secure the future of this brilliant
event we need your help.

Whether you are available before, during or after the fair there is a
plethora of jobs to suit any ability or experience. Jobs include,

Before the day of the Fair

Taking bookings for stalls

Taking bookings for the cars to be exhibited

Collecting and then returning the traffic cones (you need a truck or
large trailer)

Booking the entertainers

Running the children’s lantern workshop

Organising the steward’s rota

Setting out and recovering the flags

Putting out the street signs and collecting them in again
Managing publicity (Facebook, web site, Radio, press coverage)
Setting up the Public Hall

Setting out the car park

Setting up the stage

On the day of the Fair

Greeting Stall holders, Greeting the entertainers

Managing the stewards

Managing the car exhibits

Managing the car park (best done by a club or group of friends)
Selling tickets on the day

Closing the roads, Managing road crossings

Managing the Lantern procession

Comparing the acts on the stage

Any help is gratefully received in lightening the workload and in most
cases, it won't be necessary to attend the committee meetings. If you
would like join the team and help us to create Michaelmas Fair 2024,
we will be getting together January 29", 7.30pm at The Six Bells, al-

ternatively send us an email at info@michaelmasfair.co.uk
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Round and
About Walks

BISHOP’S CASTLE AND CLUN

May 20th - 2nd June 2024

“A great route for £12.00 per person
two great causes” £25.00 for a family

For full information and to enter, follow the link:

https://ccbeshropshire.com/ccbe-friends-roundandabout/

s, TO SUCCEED

X F
631“1“ 5 @ : TO CARE
UK ™ TO INSPIRE

43




