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TOWN COUNCIL
 

Gwilym J Rippon Cert. He CEG, PSLCC 
Town Clerk 
Tel; 01588 638141 
Email: townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk 

The Town Hall 

Bishop’s Castle 

Shropshire 

SY9 5BG 

MINUTES of the MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL  

  HELD ON ZOOM 

ON TUESDAY 18th JANUARY 2022 AT 7.30PM 

 

PRESENT APOLOGIES 

Cllr G. Perry             Cllr D. Du Cros 

Cllr. A. Stelman Cllr B. Hawes 

Cllr J. Dickin  

Cllr J. Carroll  

Cllr R. Houghton  

Cllr T. Halford  

Cllr S. Morris  

IN ATTENDANCE  

Mr G. Rippon. Mrs C. Owen  

  Fire Procedure 

Minute 

No.  

Agenda 

Item 

 

1-22 1 APOLOGIES    Cllrs Du Cross and Hawes 

2-22 2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests.   None.  

b) To declare any personal interests.   None. 

3-22 3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES of 21st December 2021  

RESOLVED: Accepted. Proposed Cllr Halford; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

(Matters arising. Item 228-21 – The memorial bench has now been dedicated in a small 

ceremony and a press release sent to the Shropshire Star and the South Shropshire 

Journal). 

4-22 4 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION  

None present 

5-22 5 

 

REPORT FROM THE MAYOR 

The Town Council has been given the go ahead to spend the £5,000 Shropshire Council 

Welcome Back grant on infrastructure improvements: (tidying up and weeding carparks 

and other areas, new signage and additional lights). The money must be spent before the 

end of February. 



RESOLVED. The Clerk is authorised to spend the money in advance of the work to 

meet the deadline. All in favour. 

There have been multiple complaints about dog mess. 

The Community College celebrates 100 years this year. 

The Queen’s Jubilee will be celebrated on 5th June. Volunteer Cllr/Subcommittee 

needed to organise events. Street parties/ Garden Party/ Commemorative coins for 

school children? Ideas and help needed, please. The Coop is willing to donate £150 

worth of food and drink. 

BC Newsletter deadline is Friday 21st. 

6-22 6 REPORT FROM THE CLERK  

The Clerk and Cllr Carroll attended a Court Case re the Contempt of Court allegation. 

However, the Court failed to send a copy of the appeal to the Clerk so it was adjourned.  

Wayfair. In light of the unsatisfactory condition of the first bench delivered for the skate 

park, Wayfair have sent a complimentary bench of equally poor condition in its stead. 

Town Hall Clock. The clock needs repairing by a specialist clock repairer (£427 quote). 

The Clerk is acquiring a quote from a certified scaffolder (Jarvis Scaffold) to facilitate 

this and other maintenance, namely gutter clearance, some external painting and 

weather vane to be done at the same time. 

RESOLVED. The clock be repaired. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Dickin. All 

in favour. 

Allotments It has come to light that a tenant of a large plot may need to downsize. 

ACTION Cllr Hawes has stepped down from the Allotments Sub-committee. A 

replacement Cllr is sought. 

Party in the Park. The chair woman has asked for permission to hold the event again 

this year. 

Grant success. Congratulations to Cllr Stelman for his hard work in securing a grant of 

£16,603 for a Play Scheme Officer for the Park. 

7-22 

 

7 UNITARY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Houghton had received some emails in relation to the Business Park which has 

been long awaited and needed in the town.  

RESOLVED The Town Council will put an article in the Newsletter in support of the 

Business Park.  

There have been concerns raised about flooding at the allotments following the 

groundworks, which have altered the level of the ground and affected the drainage. 

RESOLVED Shropshire Council will be asked to dig a gulley to drain the water away 

from the allotments while they have the heavy machinery on site to do so. 

Stonehouse Hospital. Cllr Houghton has had no response to emails and letters re the 

reopening of the hospital, the Outpatients provision or community consultation. 

Shropshire Council’s budget consultation is available on-line for perusal. The large 

deficit is concerning as to how it will be managed. 

Highways. Cllr Houghton has submitted details of more highway damage. 

8-22 8 PLANNING 

New applications: for information 

1. 21/05934/CPE 

Application for Lawful Development Certificate for the continued use as a 

caravan as an overflow office and more recently a covid-safe 'visiting pod' 



for friends and family to visit residents at The Pines Residential Home, 

Colebatch, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, SY9 5JY. 

9-22 

 

9 MONTHLY FINANCES 

i) To note the Bank Reconciliation 

RESOLVED:  Noted. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in 

favour. 

ii) Public Works Board Loan. 

By request, the Clerk has supplied further details of the public consultation, and has sent 

screenshots of the comments, and is awaiting to hear the outcome.  

iii) To approve the following invoices for payment: 

 

 

 Payee Item Invoice Amount £ 

Shropshire County 

Pension Fund 

Monthly pension 

payment 

January Return 909.37 

HMRC PAYE and NI January Return 689.94 

Staff salaries 4 staff   January Return 2494.97 

C. Owen Minute taker 240.  37.56 

G. Dudley  Toilet cleaning 241.  336.00 

Exemplum Printing 242.  129.74 

Blachere Christmas lights  243.  930.00 

Highline Street Lighting 244.  283.20 

Highline Street Lighting 245.  217.20 

Highline Street Lighting 246.  1545.60 

BCBS Materials 247.  91.70 

A. Evans  Grass cutting 248.  510.60 

    

For information  

BT 

telephone 

/broadband 249.  314.17 

Waterplus rates 250.  35.59 

Corona Electricity 251.  818.39 

    

 Total  £ 9344.03 

    

 

RESOLVED:  The invoices be paid. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded Cllr  Dickin . 

All in favour. 

10-22 10 

 

TOWN HALL CLOCK 

Already discussed in the Clerk’s report. Agenda Item 6-22 

11-22 11 PLAYING FIELDS 

The grass path down to the skate park is very slippery in wet/icy weather. 

RESOLVED The path be changed from grass to a more suitable hard surface. Proposed 

Cllr Stelman; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour. 

 

12-22 12 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Awaiting the go-ahead for the public consultation from Andrea Pellegram. 

 



 

 

 

13-22 13 WEBSITE 

Following recent security issues with a host website, a spare laptop will become the 

main server working independently of any other website and thus more secure. 

14-22 14 PACT MEETINGS 

Actual meetings with the Police have been replaced by extended email communications. 

RESOLVED A regular monthly item will be added to the agenda to identify the town’s 

current priorities of concern to be conveyed to the Police. The Police be asked to attend 

a quarterly meeting. Proposed Cllr Stelman: Seconded Cllr Houghton. All in favour. 

   

15-22 15 VISIT SHROPSHIRE 

  Up to date data from the website would now be useful. The Arts Festival and the 

Weighbridge Project need promoting.  

 

16-22 16 THE HOMELESS MAN AND THE ARMY 

Cllr Stelman sought clarification of potentially compromising his position on the 

Council if he wrote a letter of complaint to the Army with regard to their unhelpful 

treatment of a homeless man who was camping on their land. 

RESOLVED There would be no conflict of interest if Cllr Stelman wrote in his 

capacity as Food Bank Co-ordinator. 

Cllr Stelman also raised the homelessness issue as something the Council might want to 

look at in the next few months. 

Cllr Houghton raised the connected issue of lack of local affordable housing and 

suggested that in the new financial year the Right Home Right Place Survey might be 

re-done to assess the current demands. 

RESOLVED The survey be undertaken in the next financial year. Proposed Cllr 

Houghton; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

The Community Land Trust and Citizen’s Advice Bureau would have a helpful input. 

 

17-22 17 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 

All of the relevant emails had now been supplied as requested. 

18-22 18 

 

REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Enterprise SWS – Rob MacKay is taking a 3 month Sabbatical. 

New directors are sought from the Business sector. 

Orphans of Leominster will update the Bishop’s Castle website with the Covid 

Recovery Money granted by Shropshire Council. It will need links with Visit 

Shropshire including. 

19-22 19 NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 15th February 2022, 7.30pm.         The meeting closed at 8.52pm. 
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� � $%)_�]*�*$%�*Ŷ V�$]))�
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�������������������������������
���
�����������

L̀NOO� Pa�

�

bcdebfg_hbei_iccfjklg_mffckncn_

opqqrstuv_dwxusyxz{t|_

�����������
������������
������}��������
��������������
���
����
��������� !"#$%&'�
���������
������������
��
����
�	�������
	
�
�������
����������
������H���	�����
�
�	�����
��

����
��������
������������������
��
���������	�
����

������
����������~���
������
���	����
�����
��
�
������
����
	�����	�������	�������

�����	���3�����������
	�����
����������
������H���	�����
��	����

��������
��
��4���������������������������	�
������
����
��������������������
��
��		��
����

��������	������4
��
�����������������	������	�
���

������������	�������������������������
�����
����
����
���
�	������������������4���
�
��}�����������N�
���������������������
���	���������
����a���
�������
�������
��
����
�

�������������������4�����������
���		�����������������	�
������
����	���������	���
��
	��
������������
����
����	���������	���������	
�������
�����������	��
���������
��	�����

������N	�����	�
�����
���
����
�����
��
�����
�	����	
��������		N�����������
����
��
����		��������������	�����
������
�������������
���
�	�
�����
�������
���
��

�������	�����������		�����

�
��
�������
��
���

��������H����������������}��������
��
����
����
����H���������
������������
	
�
����
������N	���3�
��������}�	
�����
�������
��

���
����
���������

�����	��
���������	��������������
�����
����
�		�����
��

��
����	���������4�������������
���
���
����������������������
������
���������

�
��
����	����������
����������������������������������������

��������������������H����
���4
����
�������������������������������������		�������
��	
�
�����������
��
��

����Pa���������
���'�'&���������
�������	������
������������������
��������
�����
���	��

� � dr��t�_�w��_orzup�tws_iyyuts��_

�����������
������

���������
�������������������������������
����

a�NOO� P�� oekhjnckfjm�_imffcbg__

�������
��������������
�������������	

����
��
����
����
�	����������~����������
��
���
��������
�P̀���
����
�	�����������������}�	
��������
����������������
������
����



�

�

������������	
�������
���

���
��
�
������������	�
���
���������������������������
�
	�����	�����������
��

������� !�"" #"�$% 

&��	�
��

���	�	���	�	����'����
������
�	�������
�	��
������	�����������(���������
��������������&�(��)�����

*+,-./012314567819,::165;<,61-.51=:2=>13261?@A@B1C1DEFG1HI�&��
�����
������J��

KLMNOPLQ�&���������
��'������
��������	���������
������	�����R����
�	�)����)������S�
T����	�	�)����U����������������
�����

$�   V�W�X�" #Y�Z� 

&��	�
��

�����'��������������������
�������������[��������������

\�   M]�̂̂ _�]]̀Xa  

[�����
������
��	���������
��
��������������
���	������
������������
��

&���
��������������
�(����	�
��

�	 ��	�����������
�	�����(���b�������	�����������(���    
 

cdeff� dg� hLi� VLL�jhk 

&��
	���dl���������fmffb�g�nm������������&��������������
�	����fd�fc����



�

���������	
���
� ��

��
��

��
��

�������������� ��

��
��

��
��

������������� ��

������� �!�""#$�%&'()�*&�%+�,�-./%%�
0#�$�%�&'1�
0&�2�34566�786494�
+�:��;�(#�$<�&'1=>�?@#"?<:?(�&(#�$<#A$<��)B#C)A1�

DEF�DGHI�JKLL�
MNOPQRSOTUVOWXY�
ZE[G\]Ê[F�
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BISHOP’S CASTLE
 

  
 

  
 

       

 
  

  
  

TOWN COUNCIL
 

Gwilym J Rippon Cert. He CEG, PSLCC 
Town Clerk 
Tel; 01588 638141 
Email: townclerk@bishopscastle.co.uk 

The Town Hall 

Bishop’s Castle 

Shropshire 

SY9 5BG 

MINUTES of the MAYOR MAKING AND ANNUAL MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD VIA ZOOM  

ON TUESDAY 18th May 2021 AT 7.30PM 

PRESENT APOLOGIES 

Cllr J. Carroll   

Cllr A. Stelman  

Cllr G Perry  

Cllr J. Dickin  

Cllr R. Houghton 

Cllr T. Halford 

Cllr. B. Hawes 

Cllr S. Morris 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr G. Rippon  Mrs M Gwilliam 

Mrs C. Owen 

6 members of the public 

  Fire Procedure 

   

Minute 

No.  

Agenda 

Item 

 

78-21 1 ELECTION OF MAYOR  

RESOLVED Cllr G Perry. Proposed Cllr Dickin; Seconded Cllr Morris. All in favour. 

79-21 2 ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR  

RESOLVED Cllr J Dickin. Proposed Cllr Stelman; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in 

favour. 

80-21 3 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND OATH OF 

ALLEGIANCE 

RESOLVED The new Mayor read and signed the declaration and oath. (The Clerk 

would personally witness all acceptances of Office by 1st June). 

81-21 4 APPOINTMENT OF THE MAYOR'S CHAPLAIN 

Rev Stephanie Fountain 

82-21 5 APPOINTMENT OF THE MAYOR'S CONSORT 

Mrs Claire Perry 

83-21 6 MAYOR'S CIVIC DAY ARRANGEMENTS 



 

Currently not possible, but it is hoped to hold a civic celebration in the Autumn. 

84-21 7 APOLOGIES 

No apologies. 

85-21 8 COUNCILLORS ACCEPTANCES OF OFFICE 

The Councillors will sign and the Clerk will witness them by 1st June. 

86-21 9 TO CO-OPT NEW COUNCILLORS 

An interest has been expressed and will be followed up. 

87-21 10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests 

b) To declare any personal interests. 

  
Name Agenda Item Personal Prejudicial 

Cllr G. Perry 

Cllr G. Perry 

Cllr J. Carroll 

Cllr A. Stelman 

Item 21. Mayor’s Allowance 

Item 22 (Town Hall Trust) 

Item 22 (Town Hall Trust) 

Item 22 (Town Hall Trust) 

 

� 

� 

� 
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88-21 16 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

This item is to be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Dickin. All in 

favour. 

South Shropshire Young Persons’ Social Prescribing Pilot Scheme.  

Liz Still had previously circulated a breakdown of the project. The Bishop’s Castle 

project would focus on Performing Arts as a way of engaging with the Town’s youth. 

Rural isolation means there is not a lot to do locally for young people. (Other areas 

taking part in the scheme are Shifnal – Boxing and mentoring; Shrewsbury Town – 

Football; Ludlow – Life skills’ mentoring). 

It was hoped to use The Underground. Liz asked for support from the Town Council 

and help with Risk Assessments/Insurance/minor repairs/safety checks and the 

possibility of free rent. 

RESOLVED  The Town Council supports this project. The Town Council will 

undertake the necessary electrical checks, fit anti-slip strips on the decking, check the 

insurance and generally assist Liz with the Risk Assessment and necessary 

arrangements. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

Climate and Ecology Emergency Bill 

As promised, Steve Hale had circulated a document relating to this bill. Part of it was a 

report on Food Resilience prepared by Daphne Page, who was thanked for her 

comprehensive report. This report meets the Climate Action Plan requirement to carry 

out an assessment of the local situation. Local communities need to build on their 

strengths and identify and address future possible food shortages. There is now more 

interest in communities controlling and taking ownership of their local supplies and 

resources. The next step would be to put the report out for public consultation to check 

it is meeting the local needs. This would continue to be a living document updated 

from time to time to reflect changes. 

RESOLVED  The Town Council thanked Daphne for her report and accepts it in total. 

Proposed Cllr Stelman; Seconded Cllr Houghton. All in Favour. 

MP support 



 

It was stressed the importance of gaining a ground swell of support of public, councils 

and MPs to encourage the government to act.  

RESOLVED  The Town Council will publicise the report and action required in the 

Bill locally, via social media, Shropshire Council, MP Philip Dunne   

Proposed Cllr Stelman; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in Favour 

89-21 11 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  To approve the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 20th April 2021. 

RESOLVED Approved.  Proposed Cllr Morris; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in Favour. 

90-21 12 REVIEW OF COMMITTEES 

  a) Continuation of Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups etc.        

b) Terms of Reference of Committees etc. 

RESOLVED a) and b) Keep as current and maintain under review. Proposed Cllr 

Stelman; Seconded Cllr Dickin. All in favour. 

c) Membership of Committees etc 

Staffing: Cllrs Magill, Stelman and Carroll. 

Finance: Cllrs Perry, Dickin and Houghton. 

d) Confirm Delegated Powers of Committees, Working Parties, Task & Finish Groups 

etc.  

RESOLVED  Keep as current and maintain under review. Proposed Cllr Carroll; 

Seconded Cllr Houghton. All in Favour. 

91-21 13 REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

  SALC                   Cllrs Carroll, Perry and the Town Clerk.          

PACT                   Cllr Carroll. 

SpArC                  Cllr Houghton.   

Public Hall           Cllr Dickin. 

Town Hall Trust  Cllrs Carroll, Perry and Stelman. 

Enterprise South West Cllrs Perry and Carroll. 

Library                 Cllr Houghton 

Christmas Lights  Cllr Perry. 

Town Plan Cllrs Carroll, Perry with Houghton representing County Council.  

92-21 14 REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE AND INTERNAL CONTROL ITEMS 

Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Assets Register, Insurance Cover for all 

insured risks.  

93-21 15 REVIEW OF COUNCIL COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

Council's procedure for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information and 

Data Protection Acts and Council's Press Policy.  

The  Mayor confirmed that all policies and procedures mentioned in items 14 and 15 

are up to date and thanked the assistant town clerk for her work in keeping them so. 

 16 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

Already done. 

94-21 17 UNITARY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Houghton was congratulated for her success in the recent election. 

Following the elections, Shropshire Council had a new admin leader, but the cabinet 

was yet to be determined. Cllr Houghton will be on the People Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee. 



 

Roadworks. Repairs to the A488 should be finished by 25th May. The surface was 

much improved where done. Surface dressing will take place later in the year/next 

Spring once to give time for the ground to settle. 

Abandoned Cars. A reminder will be put on facebook to remove the cars from Harley 

Jenkins Car Park. The Parking Enforcement team have the details and will follow it up. 

95-21 18 REPORT FROM THE CLERK  

The 90 day consultation on the phone box at Colebatch has completed. The suggestion 

is to put a defibrillator in it. 

A contractor had been asked to level out and make good the grass in the playing field 

following the erection of the May Fair Fairground equipment 

Trees casting shade had been trimmed back.  

The strimming on the A488 had not been done by the Town Council’s contractors. 

96-21 19 PLANNING 

1. To discuss the provision of street lighting at Ox Leasowe  

Apparently the street lighting at Ox Leasowe had been blocked by a Shropshire 

Council Officer for light pollution reasons, without consultation. A compromise might 

be low level footpath lighting. The Town Council will explore this option once a 

dialogue is re-established. 

The Clerk will raise the issue of there being no give way markings on Ox Leasowe and 

a similar junction close by with the Highways Department. 

2. 21/01763/LBC  

An application for affixing two water heating solar panels to rear roof slope of 

room above passage affecting a Grade II Listed Building at 53 Church Street 

Bishops Castle SY9 5AD  

RESOLVED No objection. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in 

favour. 

3. 21/02047/FUL  

Application for a change of use from agricultural land to allow siting of 2 No. 

holiday let units with the creation of new septic tank & new vehicular access at 

Beecho Cwmago 20 Banks Head Bishops Castle Shropshire SY9 5JL. 

RESOLVED No objection. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded Cllr Carroll. 

All in favour. 

In addition, the Clerk will write to Highways about the poor condition of the approach 

to this site. 

97-21 20 MONTHLY FINANCES 

  

 

i. To note the Bank Reconciliation  

RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Stelman; Seconded Cllr Morris. All in favour. 

ii. To agree that Bishop’s Castle Town Council meets the criteria to exercise the 

General Power of Competence. 

2/3 Council Members are elected via a contested or uncontested election and the Clerk 

has the suitable qualification. RESOLVED The criteria are met. Proposed Cllr Carroll; 

Seconded Cllr Dickin. All in favour. 

iii.  To discuss and decide on having a yearly service of the Town Clock by Smith’s 

of Derby, cost £234 +vat.  



 

RESOLVED Agreed. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in Favour. 

iv. To approve the following invoices for payment: 

In addition an invoice for Smith’s of Derby for £420 for clock repairs had been 

received. 

RESOLVED The invoices be paid plus the extra invoice. Proposed Cllr 

Halford; Seconded Cllr Dickin. All in favour. 

 

Payee Item Invoice Amount £ 

Shropshire County 

Pension Fund 

Monthly pension payment May Return 909.37 

HMRC PAYE and NI May Return 846.86 

Staff salaries 4 staff May Return 2338.05 

C Owen  Minutes   37.56 

G. Dudley  Toilet cleaning  336.00 

M. Gwilliam Work from home 

allowance 
 24.00 

G.J. Rippon Work from home 

allowance 
 103.99 

PHS sanitary disposal 
 915.29 

PHS sanitary disposal 
 477.22 

SALC Subscription 
 705.67 

Highline Street Lighting 
 106.20 

Highline Street Lighting 
 204.00 

Telescopic WC  Window cleaning 
 45.00 

Exemplum  printing  242.77 

Allotment Society  Grant  450.00 

BCBS Materials  43.37 

Shropshire Council ROSPA  192.00 

Sentinel Alarm   364.62 

    

For Information 

British Gas  Electricity  100.11 

Corona Electricity  171.41 

BT telephone and broad band  308.56 

Shropshire Council  Rates  57.00 

Shropshire Council  Rates  163.00 

Shropshire Council  Rates  182.00 

Water plus Rates  289.52 

Lloyds Bank Bank Charges  3.00 

    

 Total  22418.52 

    

    

 



 

98-21 21 MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE for 2021/22 

To authorise the annual Mayoral Allowance. Cllr Dickin took the chair for this item. 

RESOLVED In the light of the difficult year for small organisations, £1000 was 

agreed to allow the Mayor more flexibility. Proposed Cllr Carroll; Seconded Cllr. 

Stelman. All in favour. 

99-21 22 TOWN HALL TRUST 

Some events are happening: a wedding, craft sale, farmers’ market. The town is still 

quiet so staff are still partly furloughed but now plan to open Thursday, Friday and 

Saturdays. The Book Sale did very well and raised £1500. 

The missing tiles in the public toilets will be replaced soon. 

We are now members of Visit Shropshire. Cllr Halford has responded on behalf of the 

Town (thank you) but the Town Hall Trust will now take on this role. 

100-21 23 UNDERGROUND 

To discuss the use of the underground, Already discussed in item 16. 

101-21 24 ALLOTMENTS 

Most of the Annual Membership has been paid. 2 out of the 3 quotes for the track 

improvement have been received. The leaking taps have been repaired. One quote has 

been received for putting in some new taps. A handyman is needed for occasional work 

– to be advertised locally. They will need their own tools. 

The footpath from Love Lane to the Business Park is not a right of way, but it will be 

registered as a permitted path to secure future access. Cllr Carroll will contact the 

Access team. 

Whether to allow/limit size of fruit cages in the future has been discussed. The 

Assistant Town Clerk will do some research with other allotment associations and 

report back. 

102-21 25 THE CLIMATE AND ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY BILL 

Already discussed in item 16. 

103-21 26 REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

Traffic Survey – Cllr Halford will write an article for the next newsletter following the 

public’s enthusiastic response. 

Old Market Square – Michelle had written a comprehensive document and was asking 

for feedback from the residents of the square. The interpretation panel is excellent. 

Elephant Trail – the mammoth is finished and another project is nearly finished. 

Enterprise SW Shropshire. Enterprise House is opening more often and the offices are 

all let. Rob MacKay will give a presentation to a future Town Council Meeting. 

104-21 27 ITEMS FOR FACEBOOK / WEBSITE 

  As previously discussed. 

The newly elected Mayor thanked everyone for their support and hoped that they can 

soon move on some of the projects that have been on hold. He looked forward to 

meeting in person in and on site from July. 



 

 

105-21 28 NEXT MEETINGS 

Ordinary Town Council meetings Tuesday’s 15th June, 20th July, 17th August 2021. 

The meeting closed at 9pm. 
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BISHOP’S CASTLE
 

  
 

  
 

       

 
  

  
  

TOWN COUNCIL
 

Gwilym J Rippon Cert. He CEG, PSLCC 
Town Clerk 
Tel; 01588 638141 
Email: townclerk@bishopscastle.co.uk 

The Town Hall 

Bishop’s Castle 

Shropshire 

SY9 5BG 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOP’S CASTLE TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL 

CHAMBER, TOWN HALL ON TUESDAY 16th AUGUST 2022 AT 7.30PM 

PRESENT APOLOGIES 

Cllr J. Carroll  Cllr S. Morris 

Cllr J. Dickin  

Cllr G Perry  

Cllr A. Stelman  

Cllr R. Houghton  

Cllr T. Halford  

Cllr B. Hawes  

Cllr D. Du Cros 

Cllr L. Payne* 

Cllr R. Bromley* 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr G. Rippon 

Mrs C. Owen 

  Fire Procedure 

Minute 

No.  

Agenda 

Item 

 

142-22 1 APOLOGIES Cllr Morris  

143-22 2 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS* 

RESOLVED Mr Lloyd Payne and Ms Rachel Bromley are accepted as Councillors. 

Proposed Cllr Dickin; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

 

144-22 3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

a) To declare any disclosable pecuniary interests. Cllr Halford. Agenda Item 11.2. 

b) To declare any personal interests. None 

145-22 4 APPROVAL OF MINUTES of 19th July. 

  RESOLVED The minutes were accepted. 

Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour. 

146-22 5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION        

PCSO Celvin Brown introduced himself. The Police’s priority at the moment is dealing 

with burglaries from outbuildings and sheds. Please be vigilant. SMART Water had 

proven useful, particularly in returning stolen goods. 

He encouraged councillors to read the newsletter and sign up to the messaging service. 

147-22 6 REPORT FROM THE MAYOR 



 

 Mayor’s Sunday will be on 18th September. The parade will leave the Town Hall at 

10.30am and process down to the Church for the Civic Service. After the service the 

Civic Awards will be presented by the Vice Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire, Jenny 

Wynn DL will present the Awards to the chosen volunteers nominated for their service 

during the pandemic. 

The Mayor had emailed Lezley Picton (Leader of Shropshire Council) to remind her 

that the streetlights etc still had not been fixed.  

The Poppy Appeal has a new leader and will be going ahead again this year. 

148-22 7 REPORT FROM THE CLERK  

The clock has been reinstalled and the scaffolding can now be removed. 

The cost of removing the reinstalling the wires for the lights is £488, with storage 

£480. 

ACTION The Clerk will add this item to the September meeting agenda. 

149-22 8 UNITARY COUNCILLOR 

On-going issues re white-lining, streetlights etc. Lexley Picton has replied to the 

complaints re long-outstanding work. She’s looking into the issues, but no action yet. 

Cllr Houghton has also contacted Andrew Keeland from Shropshire Council. 

Business Park Open Days are scheduled in August and September. A press release is 

imminent. There are some potential tenants. Cllr Houghton was thanked for her hard 

work. 

Housing. Connexus has decided not to refurbish properties at Lydham, Lydbury North, 

More and Clun and flats in Bank House, Bishop’s Castle, but to sell them instead. (In 

the past Connexus houses have been sold in London by auction, not locally). Many of 

these houses have been empty awaiting refurbishment for 3 years. The cost to bring 

them up to standard is more than Connexus want to spend. Connexus will rebuild with 

the proceeds but the stock will be affordable housing, not social housing, and could be 

anywhere in Shropshire. This is a greatly disappointing development when there is 

such a demand for social housing locally. 

 

150-22 10 HOUSING NEED 

RESOLVED This item be brought forward. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded Cllr 

Carroll. All in favour. 

Cllr Houghton is receiving at least 3 queries a week. Cllr Houghton asked for a housing 

need survey to be undertaken because once the river mussel situation is sorted, housing 

builds will resume. We need to know what type of accommodation is needed. 

 

151-22 9 PLANNING 

The tree warden has been consulted where appropriate.  

New applications: 

1. 22/03317/TCA 

Application for crown reduction of 3 Portuguese laurels by 2 meters within 

Conservation Area, Castle Gate House, Salop Street. 

 RESOLVED Supported. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

2. 22/02676/FUL 



 

Application for conversion of joinery workshop/former school into dwelling (re-

submission) the Old National boys School, Station Street 

RESOLVED Supported. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour bar 

1 abstention. 

3. 22/03076/FUL  

Application under S73A of the Town and Country Planning Act for the raising of 

ground levels to enlarge the farmyard. Erection of an extension to an existing 

agricultural building for dairy herd | The Cottage Lydbury North Bishops Castle 

Shropshire SY9 5ET 

RESOLVED Supported. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Payne. All in favour. 

4. 22/03378/TCA 

Application to reduce overgrown mixed hedge to 6ft within Bishops Castle 

Conservation Area | E G Burton & Sons Ltd Garage Station Street Bishops Castle 

Shropshire SY9 5AQ  

RESOLVED Supported. Proposed Cllr Halford; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

152-22 11 MONTHLY FINANCES 

  

 

i) To approve the following invoices for payment: 

Payee Item Invoice Amount £ 

Shropshire County 

Pension Fund 

Monthly pension 

payment 

Aug Return 924.77 

HMRC PAYE and NI Aug Return 679.61 

Staff salaries 4 staff Aug Return 2349.97 

C. Owen Minute taker 152. 40.04 

G. Dudley  Toilet cleaning 153. 420.00 

SALC Training 154. 120.00 

LG Inspections 

(Midlands) Ltd (Aug 

LOLER lift statutory 

inspection 
155. 210.00 

Play Safety RoSPA checks 156. 365.40 

PCPS Window cleaning 157. 45.00 

Belvidere lifts  Maintenance 158. 168.00 

Exemplum  Printing 159. 528.06 

Exemplum  Printing 160. 73.48 

Shropshire Council  Rates 161. 55.00 

For information  

BT telephone /broadband 95. 345.76 

Corona Electricity 96. 1124.76 

SCC Rates 97. 187.00 

Water plus Rates 98. 45.09 

    

 Total  £ 76814.94 

    

 

In addition, the Clerk asked for the following invoices to be paid: 

£216 for a skip to clear out the Public Hall; Heritage Centre Subscription £25; Rural 

Market Town Group £114 and Statutory Inspection of Lift £ XXX 



 

RESOLVED The invoices, plus the extra ones, be paid. Proposed Cllr Perry; 

Seconded Cllr Houghton. All in favour. 

       ii) Purchase of COVID Awards. 

RESOLVED. 24 glass bowls engraved with the Town Council Logo be purchased. 

Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour. 

       iii) To note the budget performance 

RESOLVED Noted. Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

153-22 12 COVID VOLUNTEER PANEL 

The panel will comprise of Cllrs Dickin, Stelman and Hawes. The Vice Lord 

Lieutenant of Shropshire will hand out the awards on 18th September. 

154-22 13 TELFORD CHILD EXPLOITATION REPORT 

Cllr Stelman had prepared a summary for councillors and was thanked for his hard 

work. 

There had been a surprising growth in exploitation of various kinds: sexual; far-right 

infiltration; county lines etc.) The Council needs to address the issues and 

recommendations raised, and in addition three issues not represented in the 47 

recommendations, namely issues of race, looked-after care and treating victims as if 

they were the criminals. 

Cllr Stelman suggested the Council writes to Shropshire Council. (Two years ago 

Shropshire Council cut all youth funding). 

Cllr Du Cros asked for digital safeguarding to be included in the recommendations. 

155-22 14 POLICIES 

  i) To discuss and decide on a Child Protection Policy. 

RESOLVED Adopted with a review date of 12 months. Proposed Cllr Houghton; 

Seconded Cllr Halford. All in favour. 

ii) To consider and adopt the revised Co-option Policy. 

RESOLVED Adopted with a few amendments. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded 

Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

156-22 15 BUSINESS PARK UPDATE 

Shropshire Council are providing grant funding for a sculpture to be made and sited at 

the Business Park. The closing date for applications is 1st September. Shropshire 

Council will make the preliminary selections, and then a panel of 3 Town Councillors 

and 2 others will choose the winner. 

Cllrs Hawes, Halford and Payne will sit on the panel. 

 

157-22 16 ALLOTMENTS 

It was suggested that the Allotment Society reported back to the Council twice yearly. 

RESOLVED In view of the current cost of living crisis it was decide to keep the rent 

at the same price. Proposed Cllr Houghton; Seconded Cllr Stelman. All in favour. 

158-22 17 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

There is a need to higfhlight parking issues through the newsletter and social media. 

(Illegal to park on pavements, please don’t park in passing places, etc.)  

 



 

 

159-22 18 Duplicate Agenda Item in error 

160-22 19 YOUTH 

Connexus have paid the £2000 grant. 

Christine has held 2 drop-in sessions at the Underground. 

Cllrs Stelman, Dickin and Hawes met with Steve Whittingham and Johnny Groves re 

the Pump Track. Johnny has agreed to create the PUMP Track at Cost. Ransfords will 

donate the hardcore. 

161-22 20 COMMUNITY CELEBRATION EVENT 

30th July. The networking among the groups was excellent. The Town Council had 

agreed to underwrite the event to a tune of £1500, but in the end only £500 was 

requested by the organisers. 

162-22 21 SITING OF LARGE PERIOD PORTRAIT OF THE PAST MAYOR, Garnet 

Botfield. 

RESOLVED It will be hung in the stairwell facing the chamber. Proposed Cllr Perry; 

Seconded Cllr Payne. All in favour. Cllr Hawes offered to hang it. 

163-22 22 MAYORAL DAIS 

RESOLVED A cupboard will be purchased to fit under the desk for the Town Hall 

Trust staff to use for temporary storage of items needed for exhibitions, book sales, etc. 

Proposed Cllr Perry; Seconded Cllr Carroll. All in favour. 

164-22 23 PUBLIC HALL 

PAT Tests and Fire Risk Assessments have been booked. A booking diary is being set 

up; currently Cllr Perry is managing this. Some painting and decorating had been done 

by the Underground and a cleaning party will be held. The reformed committee will 

meet in September. Cllr Perry was thanked for all his hard work on this. 

165-22 24 REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED 

None attended, but SWS were holding an information session with coffee and cake at 

the Castle Hotel. 

166-22 25 NEXT MEETING 

Next - Tuesday 20th September, 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 9.21pm 
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