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The Mayor Josh Dickin 

Welcome to this sum-
mer edition of the 
Town Council’s news-
letter. I hope you all 
are enjoying the sum-
mer period, and all get 
a chance of some sort 
of break!  

I am a few months into 
my new role as Mayor, 
and I am enjoying do-
ing so to. I've been 
heartened by all the 
support from so many 

people. I hope I am doing you all proud and will continue to 
give my upmost best for Bishop's Castle. 

It’s been a busy few months, lots going on in and around 
town. The Carnival events over the weekend seemed to go 
down a treat, I thank all those who turned up and supported 
these events and a big thank you to the volunteers too. 
These events were all to raise the Carnival’s profile again 
after some tricky years. In this newsletter you'll find a poster 
with the AGM date. Please do attend if possible, we are 
hoping to tie the town’s 450 years charter celebrations in 
with the Carnival also. 

Another great event was Party in the Park. Again, run by a 
group of committed volunteers, who did a superb job yet 
again, thank you! These groups are another cog in the big 
Bishop's Castle wheel. Making for such a great town to live 
in! 

Just a few pieces to remind us all, are, parking and dog 
fouling. There’ve been quite a number of cases of blocked 
entrances, and parking on corners and junctions. Please 
keep in mind that residents need access to properties and 
deliveries at shops and also the emergency services need 
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to get through our tight streets. And there seems to be in-
creased dog fouling, it’s not nice to have around town, so 
please pick up after your pet. Thank you for your co-
operation. 

I was contacted by a group from in-town who go out and lit-
ter pick around Bishop's Castle, so I thank them for doing 
this, it is helping keep the town tidy. They are looking for 
more people to join them. They meet on the 1

st
 Friday of 

every month at 10 am in the Auction Yard. If you have 
gloves and high vis then please bring them, litter pickers and 
bags are provided. For more information contact Lissi 
Swales on 01588 638715. 

Lissi also looks after the playing fields garden areas, which I 
am very grateful for. She is looking for more people to help 
out, again please contact Lissi on the number above. 

Thank you for reading, Enjoy the summer! 

Best Wishes 

Josh Dickin, Mayor of Bishop’s Castle  

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION DAY 

 

Did you attend the recent community celebration day at SpArC? Even 

if you did not, we would appreciate some feedback on the event, and 

therefore have enclosed one of the comment cards from the day in 

some of these NEWSLETTERS.  

Although targeted at those in attendance, please feel free to add any 

comments to the card and return it to either the  

TOWN HALL or DROVERS TRAVEL 

one completed card will be selected to win a prize. 

Thank you! 
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BISHOP’S CASTLE  

  TOWN HALL  

Listings for Aug/Sept 2022 

  

For Further information on all our events look on our website 

www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk  or contact us 01588 630023 

August 2022 
 

16th July to 11th August Art Exhibition – EVOLVE – Midlands 

Textile Forum. 

Open during Town Hall opening hours, Mon – Sat 10am to 4pm.  If 

you are travelling, always phone 01588 630023 to check the       

exhibition is open as occasionally, we have to close for weddings. 

www.bishopscastletownhall.co.ukwww.bishopscastletownhall.
co.uk 
 

6th August - Antiques and Flea Market 9am to 4pm. 

1st Saturday of each month. Lift available. Free entry. 
 

6th August - Will Barnes Quartet Concert: Join Will Barnes,    

Guitar, Clovis Phillips, Base, Jack Gonsalez, Piano, James Batten, 

Drums, for an evening of jazz. 6.30pm doors open 7pm start Tickets 

£15 can be purchased from the Town Hall or on-line 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/bcth 
 

20th August - Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm: 3rd Saturday of each 

month. Stalls include Meat, Poultry, Specialist Teas, Cakes &    

Pastries, Bread, Preserves, Honey, Chocolates. All produced 

locally.  
 

20th August to 17th September Art Exhibition by Andrew Jenkin, 

watercolour artist who lives and works in North Wales. His        

landscapes depict a range of scenery, woodlands and buildings 

across England and Wales. Open from 10am to 4pm Monday-

Saturday. If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to check 

the exhibition is open as occasionally, we have to close for weddings. 
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www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk 
 

20th and 21st August - Challenge Walk- Bishop’s Castle Chal-

lenge Walk 24 mile hike with 4000ftbof ascent over stunningly 

beautiful uplands of East Powys and the Shropshire Hills. Do it in a 

day or over two days. Entrance fee £10. Book online 

www.bcchallengewalk.co.uk 

All proceeds to local charities, Community food bank and SpArC. 
 

September 2022 
 

20th August to 17th September Art Exhibition by Andrew Jen-

kin, watercolour artist who lives and works in North Wales. His 

landscapes depict a range of scenery, woodlands and buildings 

across England and Wales. Open from 10am to 4pm Monday-

Saturday. If you are travelling always phone 01588 630023 to 

check the exhibition is open as occasionally, we have to close for 

weddings. www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk 

 

3rd September - Antiques and Flea Market 9am to 4pm 

1st Saturday of the month. Lift available. Free entry. 
 

15th September - Going Wild Talk: Start time is 8pm, entry free 

but donations welcomed. 
 

17th September - Michaelmas Craft Fair 10am-4pm 

2 floors full of stalls including - candles, jewellery, soaps, textiles, 

craft materials and knitted items. 
 

24th September - Art Exhibition by Sue Gould 

Sue lives deep within the Shropshire countryside and takes inspira-

tion from the natural world that surrounds her. Open from 10am to 

4pm Monday-Saturday. If you are travelling, always phone 01588 

630023 to check the exhibition is open as occasionally, we have to 

close for weddings. www.bishopscastletownhall.co.uk 

24th September Farmer's Market 9am to 1pm: Third Saturday of 

each month. Stalls include Meat, Poultry, Specialist Teas, Cakes & 

Pastries, Bread, Preserves, Honey, Chocolates. All produced locally. 
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 Community updates  

1.Road Closure:   
A489 Lydham to PlowdenStart Date: 30th May 2022  End 
Date: 18th July 2022  Purpose: Surface Dressing Site 173 
(Please note that these works will not take place at the same 
time as Sites 16/18/132/02) Works to Include:- Prep Works - 
26/05/2022-27/05/2022 Dressing Works - 09/06/2022-
12/06/2022 Lining Works - 09/07/2022-10/07/2022 PLEASE 
NOTE THAT THESE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE Works Promoter:   Shropshire 
Council  Works Promoter Ref: UJ216SD-SH173-1  Enforce-
ment pattern for A489 Lydham to Plowden:  Monday - Fri-
day 09:30 - 16:00  Saturday - Sunday 07:00 - 17:00   You can 
view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://
one.network/?tm=128695524  Should you have any queries 
regarding this closure, please call Customer Services on 0345 
6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on street-
works@shropshire.gov.uk. 

 
 2. Stepping Stones Project Field Visit –  
this Thursday 12

th
 May.  See attached poster. 

 

3. Road Closure  
although in Clun division this is applicable to residents of 
Mainstone and Cefn Einion. Road Closure:  Llanhedrick 
Bridge, Clun  Start Date: 13th June 2022  End Date: 22nd 
June 2022  Purpose: Road Closure to enable repair to dam-
aged parapet  Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council  Works 
Promoter Ref: UJ216BR-579100-2  Enforcement pattern 
for Llanhedrick Bridge, Clun: All the time.  You can view the 
closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://
one.network/?tm=128760655 Should you have any queries 
regarding this closure, please call Customer Services on 0345 
6789006, or contact the Street Works Team on street-
works@shropshire.gov.uk. 
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 4. Bishop’s Castle  Business Park:   
 
Work is progressing well on the new Business Park at Bishop’s 
Castle.  Shropshire Council  have  agreed to undertake the fit 
out of the smaller – 2,000 sq ft – units  so that will not now 
need to be undertaken by any  prospective tenants. The larger 
units will still be a blank canvas, however Shropshire Council 
are happy to discuss requirements  on a case-by-case basis 
with interested businesses.  Please see the attached docu-
ment and the contact details for any enquiries. 
 

 5. Abbeyfield House  
 
In Bishop’s Castle has vacancies for older people  aged over 
55 who would enjoy living in a house with a group of other resi-
dents.  For further information please contact 01588 630000 

 6. SpArC Theatre :  
 
the new Summer 2022 programme is available at 
www.sparctheatre.co.uk 

  

7. Enterprise House  now provides a flexible alternative to 
working from home with a  co-working flexible workspace 
bookable by  full and half days  Low cost pay as you go op-
tions on   single desk space,  large and small meeting rooms, 
video conferencing and  on site business ser-
vices.  WIFI  available.  Contact 01588 638038 for more infor-
mation or  email info@enterprisehouse.org.uk 
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How to help your surgery work for you 

 

Appointments with a GP across the country are hard to come by 
and often involve waiting for some days or even weeks to be seen 
by a doctor. But GP surgeries these days have many more medical 
and other health related staff such as nurse practitioners, physician 
associates and social prescribers to help patients. Over coming is-
sues of this Newsletter we are going to be finding out about the 
work of some of these other surgery staff in the Bishop’s Castle 
Medical Practice and how they can help patients with their various 
problems. 

 

This issue we are talking to Claire Lennox the Reception Manager 
at our practice. Claire explained what she and her team of four oth-
ers in reception do. Claire usually starts work at 7.45 and the phone 
lines to the surgery open at 8.00. Much of the receptionists’ time is 
taken with talking to patients and trying to arrange for them to see 
or speak to the most appropriate member of the surgery staff as 
soon as possible. This involves asking patients some questions 
about what is wrong with them. Some people find this intrusive, but 
it enables the receptionists to identify whether someone could be 
seen by, for example, a nurse practitioner rather than a GP and 
therefore get their problem attended to more quickly. Alternatively, 
they might need to arrange for a GP to phone a patient if this is 
more appropriate. 

 

Of course, reception staff, like all members of the Practice team, 
are bound by confidentiality rules and all information is treated as 
strictly confidential. Claire pointed out that if patients feel an issue is 
very private and do not wish to say what it is, this is their right and 
is respected, but it may lead to a longer wait as GPs are booked up 
days and weeks in advance. 

 

Claire said that unfortunately some patients are aggressive when 
they can’t get an immediate appointment with a particular GP and 
they can be abusive to the reception staff. Fortunately, the recep-
tionists are trained in conflict resolution and are supported by oth-
ers at the Practice. 
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In between responding to patients booking appointments in person 
and by telephone the receptionists deal with the many emails that 
come in and go out from the surgery. Some of these are routine re-
quests for repeat prescriptions and blood tests. They also deal with 
often urgent information and requests coming from local care homes, 
and letters to and from hospital referrals, as well as the results that 
arrive from medical tests carried out in previous days and weeks. 
These emails are either filed or given to GPs for action, including ur-
gent follow up.  

 

The work of the receptionists ends with the closing of the surgery at 
5.00, 6.30 or 8.00 depending on the day of the week. Claire says no 
two days are the same and how much she enjoys working with the 
reception and wider practice team to help our local community.  

 

Bishop’s Castle Patients Group 

bcpatientsgroup@gmail.com 

https://bcpg.org.uk 

 

BUSINESS PARK SCULPTURE  

As part of the new business park development at Bishops Castle, lo-

cal businesses or artists are being invited to create an art installation 

that would be fabricated and erected as a permanent feature within 

the business park. 

 

The budget for this art installation has been set at  

£15,000 - £30, 000. Full details are within the brief available from the 

link below or from the Town Council Website or Facebook page and 

any questions should in the first instance be directed to 

 invest@shropshire  

  

click here for details  
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THE LUCKY HARE 
On ‘The Cobbles’, between the Town Hall and The House On 

Crutches Museum. 

25% off most items from 1st August until 

mid September. 

Amazing selection of Beautiful and Unusual gifts, for All occasions 

and pockets. 

‘The Lucky Hare’ own brand 100% Natural Aromatherapy Candles, 

with up to 40 hrs burn time. 

Plus : A large selection of attractively Sandblasted Glassware, 

Hand Painted Tiles/ Ceramic Ware, Glass Animals, Birthstone/

Celebration Hearts, Hanging Glass Ornaments and T-Light Hold-

ers. Dairy Dreams Ice-Creams, Upper Oaks Shropshire Fudge, 

Friendly Soaps/Shampoo/ Conditioner Bars and other Natural Eco

-Friendly products. Locally made Jewellery and Artwork, Flatyz 

Candles, Essential Oils and Diffusers, Bishop’s Castle T-Towels, 

‘Hare’ and ‘Tree Of Life’ themed ornaments/gifts and more. 

Open : Thursday, Friday, Saturday  

10.30 am - 4 pm in August.  

Saturdays - and other days when the weather is good  

- in September. 

Look forward to seeing you soon, Tim and Michèle  
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MB GRASSCUTTING 

 

For regular lawn cuts and garden tidy ups 

Providing a friendly, reliable and regular  

service 

No job too small!  Locally based 

References available 

For a free quote please call Mark 

07388 676775  or drop me an email:         

mbgrasscutting@gmail.com 

 

 

DAVID HEDGE  

YOGA CLASSES £8.00pp 
David is British Wheel of Yoga 

qualified, and has 22 years 

teaching experience.  

 

Norbury Hall  

Tues 7.30pm - 

9.00pm 

 

Lydbury Hall  

Fridays 10.30am - 12.00pm,  

and         1.30pm - 3.00pm 

 

Call: 07870 936889,  
or:  

01588 630223 
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SQ	R� H	��� 
Union Street 

Bishop’s Castle 
SY9 5AJ 

We offer Residential and EMI Care, day care places available on a Tuesday in 

our day care centre which offers activities & bith assisted and un-assisted baths. 

We also offer respite beds when available. 

For more information: 

Contact Keturah Bloor 

Telephone– 01588 63848 

Email kbloor@coveragecareservice.co.uk 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

Around Bishop’s Castle we have an extensive network of Public Rights of 

Way, footpaths, 

bridleways and byways. These are used extensively by local residents and 

by visitors to the town. We have a number of Walking for Pleasure leaflets 

available from the Town Hall and on line, and the Shropshire Way passes 

though the area. A variety of walks are organised by the Bishop’s Castle 

Walking Group, the Walking Festival, Blood Cancer UK etc and attract a lot 

of visitors. We all have responsibilities as far as PRW’s are concerned as 

well as to the environment as a whole. This applies to landowners, the Lo-

cal Authority and the general public.   

Landowner.  

“ As the owner or occupier of land with a public right of way across it, you 

must keep the route visible and not obstruct or endanger users”  

Local Authority.  

“ As a local highway authority you have statutory duties to record and keep 

public rights of way open.”  

The General Public.  

“Members of the public are responsible for keeping to the public rights of 

way and ensuring their dogs are under close control, do not stray from the 

prw and do not chase farm animals”  

During the last 12 months it has been noticed that a number pf paths have 

had crops planted 

across them and either the path has not been reinstated or done so inade-

quately. This not only makes it difficult for walkers but it also encourages 

people to walk off the right of way. There have also been cases of barbed 

wire being put across footpaths and other farm equipment being used to 

block rights of way. There is specific advice on the HM gov.uk website for 

landowners. Farmers have also, over the last couple of years, seen increas-

ing numbers of the public walking off the public rights of way, or in fields 

where there is no right of way at all. This particularly applies to dog walkers. 

One farmer has reported a cow having a still birth which turned out to be 

due to a disease carried in dog faeces. Please, if you have a dog use a bag 

to clear it up and take it home to dispose of it in your rubbish bin.  

We are very fortunate in Shropshire that the County Council still funds a 
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SHROPSHIRE HARDWOODS 

Bishop’s Castle 

www.shropshirehardwoods.com 

For: All aspects of timber framed living spaces, garden rooms, and 

chalets 

Also: Custom made Architectural and Restoration Joinery 

Manufactured at our micro sawmill and joinery workshop in Bishop’s 

Castle, from locally sourced timber, milled and prepared by us. 

For enquiries, estimates, and more information on how we source our 

trees, minimise timber miles, and manage our waste, please contact 

Anthony on:07814 215180, or email: info@shropshirehardwoods.com 

Also associated with Golden Fire Nuggets     

www.goldenfirenuggets.co.uk  

Rights of Way team and provides      

financial support to replace damaged 

stiles and gates. They also support a 

number of volunteer teams working 

across the county including the Bishop’s 

Castle Parish Paths Partnership, that 

help maintain the rights of way, clearing 

overgrown vegetation and repairing or 

replacing damaged stiles and gates.  

If you come across any problems on our 

public rights of way network or would like 

more 

information about the BC P3 volunteer 

team please contact Jane Carroll, our 

Town Councillor with responsibility for 

PRW’s on jane.carroll@gmail.com 



24 

Councillor Jane Carroll 

Tel: 01588 638467 

Email: jane.carrol@gmail.com 

Councillor Ruth Houghton 

Tel: 01588 638352 

Email: Ruth.Houghton@shropshire.gov.uk 

Councillor Andy Stelman  
Tel 07773006413 

Email andystelman@icloud.com 
Councillor Josh Dickin 

Tel 07530691106  

Email bcbc97@outlook.com 

Councillor Grant Perry 

Tel: 01588 638233 

Email: grantperry24@icloud.com 

Councillor Stuart Morris 

Tel: 01588 630114 

Email: stuartmorrisstfc@btinternet.com 

 

Councillor Bamber Hawes 

Tel: 07957 667847  

Email: Info@specialprojects.co.uk 
 

Councillor Tim Halford 

Tel: 01588 638333 

Email: timhalford@yahoo.com 

 

Councillor Daphne Du Cros  

daphne@littlewoodbatch.co.uk 

 
 

Town Clerk: 01588 638141 
townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk 

Monday to Thursday 9.30am—12.30pm 

 

For allotment enquiries please    con-

tact: assistantclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

How to contact your Town Councillors: 
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Bus �metable for bus routes 552 / 553 Bishop's Castle to Shrewsbury 

            
Monday to Friday �mes (school days)  Saturday 

    Leaves   Arrives    Leaves   Arrives  

Bishop's Castle    

opposite the Boar's 

Head 

7.30   8.30   7.30   8.30 

9.40   10.40   9.30   10.30 

12.20   13.20   12.15   13.15 

all go via the        

Hospital 

13.30   14.30   15.50   16.50 

15.40   16.40       

               

Shrewsbury Stand 7.35   8.35   8.00   9.00 

   10.05   11.05   10.05   11.05 

 12.00  13.00   14.45   15.45 

 14.00   15.00   17.40   18.40 

all go via the  16.25  17.25       

Hospital    17.40   18.40       

            

Bus �metable for bus route 745  Bishop's Castle to Ludlow  

Monday and Friday 

only   Leaves   Arrives    
Leaves 

Ludlow  Arrives  

Bishop's Castle      9.15   10.25     13.15   14.50 

           

          

 

        

        

Bus �metable for bus route  Bishop's Castle to Pontesbury 775 

Bishop’s Castle 14.40  15.10   09.30  10.00  
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