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| write these notes one week
after the so called “Freedom
Day” and whilst for many the
easing of restrictions couldn’t
come soon enough for others
the relaxation has caused
anxiety and as responsible
members of the community we
must remember this fact. With
this in mind we should continue
to be mindful of those around us
and the measures we can all
continue to take to keep the
spread of this virus to a

The Mayor Grant Perry minimum. If local businesses

request the wearing of face

coverings and social distancing continue we should respect their
wishes and continue to do so. We will find out in the Autumn and
possibly within the shelf life of this newsletter whether the decision
to lift restrictions was correct or not and whilst the local support
network may not be operating fully anymore you can be assured
that it is ready to jump back into action should the need arise.

One advantage of the lifting is that the Council has at last been
able to meet in person which was a welcome change to the Zoom
meetings of the last 18 months or so. This has also finally enabled
us to move along a number of projects that have been held up due
to the Pandemic. You will find articles within this edition of The
Traffic Management Survey and some initial suggested measures,
The Community Partnership, The Market Square Renovations and
Provisions for Youth. We had also hoped to have had an update
on the Playground Refurbishments which was due to be circulated
to local Primary Schools and users prior to the end of the Summer
Term but due to a number of factors this has not been possible but
will be sent early in the Autumn Term.



We have also commissioned a report into the condition and
renovation of the War Memorial in the Church Yard with a view to
making a funding bid to restore and weather proof this monument for
future generations.

Centre Stage recently held the Party in the Park which was a brilliant
success and our thanks go to all those involved in organising and run-
ning this event. The aftermath of the weekend led to an outburst on
social media following the Graffiti Art added to the Skate Park and the
Town Council with myself and other councillors being tagged into
some posts.

Council Standing Orders do not allow councillors to respond to posts
on social media as the Council acts as a composite body and individu-
als are unable to act on behalf of the  corporate body. Furthermore if
councillors DO respond on social media they would then be unable to
take part in any formal discussion or vote should the subject come up
at a meeting as they could be accused of having predetermined their
decision before the discussion commenced. | hope that this is clear
and ask you not to seek responses on social media from councillors
as this can put them in a difficult position.

At the time of going to print Town Council staff have started to return
to the office and are currently available Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm in person, whilst all other commu-
nication channels remain open as previously.

Finally we have also launched the Annual Town Grant Scheme re-
cently and an application form can be found in this edition and on the
website.

| hope you are able to enjoy the Summer.



BISHOP'S CASTLE Q
TOWN COUNCIL HENDY

COUNCIL
GRANT APPLICATION FORM

Applicants Details:
Tile: Forenames: Surmame;
Address

Telephone Ermail

Organisation:
Wha is the grant for?

Loeation of project achvaty

[Ciate of project/achvity (state ongoing if required)

What will the grant be wed for? Grants are given for Somal, Edncational and Economie development, please
describe how the grant will wsed to meel one or all the aforementioned crilena

Funading:
Amount Requested £
Cosf of the project

Dietasls of Match Funding and its smurces:

Last Year End Account Figure:
Imeogne: £
Expendifure E

Total Bank Balances: £
Eanmarked Aawounts. £
Coanments:

Please complete the form ar thoroughly as posaible. On adbmasson of the form please enclose o copy of the

letest relevart acconnia

Signed ... e . Dated

CLOSING CA TTERNS [



£ o9 Bishop's Castle Tennis Clut

‘Pay and Play’ tennis is
here for locals and
visitors!

Enjoy tennis with family and friends
NO membership required
Any day - Any time 8am -11pm

FREE usc of rackets!

Just £1{) per court per hour (max 4 peaple)
4 new balls for £5.
Play as many times as you wish
Easy online booking and payment

www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BishopsCastleTennisClub

We can’t wait to see you!



Real People. Real Advice.

Our legal experts are hege to help

Appointments available in ("‘

Bishop’s Castle.
Tel 01588 638 425 or email
bishopscastle@wmlaw.couk. J /

Qur legal teams also offer the

Civil & Commercial Mediatdon
Commercial & Agricultural
Commercial & Civil Litigation
Debt Recovery

Elderly Client 8 Care Funding
Employment

Family Arbitratien

Family Matters

Family Mediation

Milicary Law Ay o

Personal Injury Caroline Rachel Mole
Residential Property Denham Rasidenchl Property

VWilks & Probate
Sodial Housing & Development - wa::::: -

Wills, Trusts, Tax Planning & Probate Eartily Marary

FEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

31 Market Street, Newtown,
Powys, SY 16 2PG
wace 01686 806 500

morga 1| help@wmlaw.co.uk
IS  www.wacemorgantomleys.co.uk
SOLICITORS W@WaceMorgan
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BisHOP’S CASTLE

M@Ug@m@{tt TowN COUNCIL

Mo-nonsense Camputer Repairs Full Council meetings take
Experienced, Qualified IT Engineer place usually on the 3"
Apple & Microsoft Certified Tuesday of each month:

We Come to Your Hame or Office
Mo Hidden Costs (no call-out fee)

No Fix, No Fee All meetings are held in the
01686 412 753 Town Hall and commence
07843 440 789 at 7.30pm. Members of

the public are most

Experienced Piano Tuner &
welcome to attend.

Technician
Brass, 3tring, Woodwind & Electric There is a specific point in
Instruments Repaired & Tuned
. i : each agenda that mem-
Musical Accessories Supplied .
bers of the public may

Q
M@US@ M USHC speak. Should you have an
issue you would like to

= bring to the Council’s
attention or something you

A% :
Tad shutt would like to discuss,
please let the Clerk know
(.STreeCare : beforehand that you would

like to speak and the
o s SUbjeCt matter so that we
L"l.lrJ'.!!ill.lil' And Utlily Tres Carvlshutt |-:-:'l|1-;-1:1-_':.; |:-urI can prepare

Surppry

Cut off dates for the News letter
If you wish any article to appear in the Newsletter these are the
cut off dates for the inclusion in the following month’s
Newsletter.

24th September 2021 19th November 2021




Abbey’yield

Support and companionship just when you need it

Are you looking for affordable Sheltered Accommodation
with your main meals provided in a homely environment?

Ahbeyfield House situated in Oak Meadow 5Y9 5PA
close to the Town Centre of Bishop's Castle
offers all this, and independent living
with a balance of privacy, support and security

Please telephone 01588 630000
for more information

Friends of Bishop Castle Community, Care Home
and Hospital

Registered Charity No. 1005980
JOIN US NOW AND SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY

We warmly invite you to become a member of the Friends and help to promote
the health, safety and well being of people within our community whether at

home, in Stone House Care Home or in the Community Hospital.
To become a member we ask for an annual donation of £5.

All donations to be sent, with name and address to Membership Secretary

Mrs Joan Grant, 4 Clive House, Bishop's Castle, SY9 5AZ



07534 947 946
01588 630 241

Landscape, Garden and Arboricultural Services

More info and examples at: .
treesurgeryshiropshire.co.vk Find us on 'athnuk'

Patios & paths Grass cutting

All types of fencing Hedge cutting
Stone wall building Gardening

Tree surgery Turf laying
Woodland clearance Log store building
Heliday home care Garden structures

Public liability insured up to £5m with full NPTC tree surgery certificates
NOJOE IS TOO BIG OR SMALL
Please call for an obligation free quote




HEAT NETWORK FOR BISHOP'S CASTLE

The local environment charity Lightfoot are starting a project looking at
the possibility of a Heat network for Bishop's Castle. Heat networks
have a Central Energy Hub from where heat is delivered to buildings
around the network. They offer a much easier and more efficient route
to providing low-carbon heating than every individual house hav-

ing their own heat pump, especially in a fairly constrained Town like
Bishop's Castle. As most properties in the Town are currently on oil or
LPG heating a Heat network using heat pumps could provide signifi-
cant carbon savings.

The project will be managed by Sharenergy of Shrewsbury who are
experts in Community Energy, their Development Manager Dave
Green is known by many in the town as he used to be the Energy Of-
ficer for the Household Energy Service. The details of the Heat net-
work will be investigated by Carbon Alternatives, an Oxfordshire com-
pany specialising in Heat network development. Advice will also be
sought from the Swaffham Priors Heat team who are in the process of
fitting a Heat network in their Cambridgeshire village. Money for the
feasibility work is being sought from the Next Generation grant
scheme, through Shropshire and Telford Community Energy.

If a Heat network is viable for Bishop's Castle then it would be ideal to
combine it with a Community-owned wind turbine. Every unit of elec-
tricity generated by the turbine can then be turned into 3 or 4 units of
heat for properties in the Town (which could include the schools and
SpArc, as well as housing). Sharenergy are starting to look at possible
sites for a wind turbine and opening discussions with landowners. If a
site or choice of sites can be identified then there will be a public con-
sultation to see if there's enough support for the site or sites to be in-
cluded in the draft BC Neighbourhood Plan. There will be a public
meeting early September (details to be confirmed).

If you are interested in this project please contact Mike Watkins (tel:
630277) or e-mail <townplan@bishopscastle.co.uk>
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Make a date to
come to our

BOOK SALE

plus CDs & DVDs
Monday 9th to
Saturday 14th August
10am — 4pm
FREE ADMISSION

Bishop's Castle
Town Hal

Fluwi price bargains for everymie:
Faperbacks & DVDs £1
Hardbacks £2, CDs 4 for £1
CHILDREN'S BOOKS HALF PRICE

www hishopscastictownball co.uk

BC SEED BANK
LAUNCH DAY 14 August

From12-2 p.m
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To find out more, please come to the inougurol Seed |
Swap doy and, bring your fovourite seeds.
Tea & Cakes!
Waoodbotch R, SYS5T

Cavtnet v FOCam s v el e R

YOGA & MEDITATION TEACHER

Hello everyone, |'d like to introduce myself, | am Jess
and live Just outside Bishops Castle. | have been
teaching yoga & meditation for ¥ years in Landon at
several of the top studios. | teach a spectrum of styles

including vinyosa, yin, pregnancy, meditotion and
kirtan at my heme (image below). | am eurrently

teaching 1 FREE yoga class per week,

et in touch if you're interested in

a gession!

JESSICA WOOD
07890 400 780
jessicas fn-gu-wund.t:nm

www.jessicowoodyoga.com
£l ajessicawoodyoga

Avallable for private & group

closses
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- Serenity -
Sports & Holistic
Thrnpiu

Union Street
Bishop’s Castle
SY9 5AJ

COVE‘ FagE\‘ Ca Fe STONE HOUSE

We offer Residential and EMI Care, day care places available on a Tuesday in
our day care centre which offers activities & bith assisted and un-assisted baths.
We also offer respite beds when available.

For more information:

Contact Keturah Bloor
Telephone— 01588 63848
Email kbloor@coveragecareservice.co.uk
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Announcing
The Bishop’s Castle Community Seed Bank
@LittleWoodbatch
Please come to our Seed Bank Launch and
Inaugural Seed Swap day on Saturday
August 14th from 12 — 2pm. Tea and Cakes
will be served. Bring your favourite seeds to
share!
The seed bank is an initiative of the BC
Sustainability Working Group & ‘Going Wild
o a 4 in BC’, both initiatives under the umbrella of
S 0 M MU N\{‘ \t__ the BC Community Partnership.
EED B &$ The aims of the seed bank are:

to share knowledge of seed saving, grow-
VIEILEMROUSATER ing and seed sovereignty
to foster community food security through
inclusive access to open-pollinated seed to support the species genetic
diversity of seed stock outside of corporate ownership to build communi-
ty food security and resilience in the face of climate change and food
system shocks
The seeds are stored at Little Woodbatch* and can be accessed by the
community. At this early stage of establishment, we are seeking dona-
tions of seed and do not yet have opening hours for access, so please
get in touch with daphne@littlewoodbatch.co.uk if you’re interested in
donating or finding out which seeds are available.

We accept only open-pollinated varieties of seed (Non-F1 Hybrids and
Non-GMO seed). The seed bank welcomes seed donations for fruits,
vegetables, flowers, wildflowers, grains and pulses.

If you would like to get involved in this project as a Seed Guardian to
share your knowledge, skills or time, please contact us!

* Find us at: Little Woodbatch, Woodbatch rd. SY9 5JT. Some parking
available, or accessible via the public footpath. Contact Daphne: 07769
510364
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THE LUCKY HARE

On 'The Cobbles', between the Town Hall and The House On Crutches Museum.

Amazing selection of Beautiful and Unusual gifts, for All occasions
and pockets.

New - The Lucky Hare' own brand 100% Matural Aromatherapy Candles,
with up to 40 hrs burn tima.

Plus : A large selection of attractively Sandblasted Glassware, Hand Painted Tiles/
Ceramic Wars, Glass Animals, Birthstone/Celebeation Hearts,
Hanging Glass Ormaments and T-Light Holders.

Drairy Dreams lce-Creams, Upper Oaks Shropshire Fudge, Friendly Soaps/Shampooy
Conditioner Bars and other Matural Eco-Friendly products.

Locally made Jewellery and Artwork, Flatyz Candles, Essential Oils and Diffusers,
Bighop's Castle T-Towels, ‘Hare' and ‘Tree Of Life" themed omaments/gifts and more.

Gift Vouchers Also Available.
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10.30 am - 4 pm

And other days, when the weather is good,
orif it's a Bank Holiday.

Look forward to seeing you soon,
Tim and Michele
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How to contact your Town Councillors:

Councillor Jane Carroll Councillor Stuart Morris

Tel: 01588 638467 Tel: 01588 630114

Email: Email: stuart. morriss@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
jane.carrol@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk Councillor Bamber Hawes
Councillor Ruth Houghton Tel: 07957 667847

Tel: 01588 638352 Email: bamber.hawes@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
Email:

ruthm.houghton55@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk Councillor Tim Halford
Councillor Andy Stelman Tel: 01588 638333

Tel 07773006413 Email: timhalford@yahoo.com

Email andy.stelman@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

Councillor Josh Dickin Councillor Daphne Du Cros

Tel 07530691106

Email josh.dickin@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk Town Clerk: 01588 638141
Councillor Grant Perry townclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk
Tel: 01588 638233 Monday to Thursday 9.30am—12.30pm

Email: grant.perry@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

For allotment enquiries please contact

assistantclerk@bishopscastletowncouncil.gov.uk

I If anyone wishes to be a councillor please contact the clerk on 01588 |

Jilly Evans - Heather
A.C.O.H., AR.T., S.P.D.A,, Bowtech, N.S.T.

28 Years as a fully qualified practitioner
Neuro-Muscular Massage + Deep Tissue Aromalherapy
With Thai Massage Strelches Advanced Reflexology
Bowen Technique and NST. NLP. EFT
For most of your physical
Or emotional healing needs

Call Jilly for an appointment or further info
. On 01588 638 935
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NORMAN JONES
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Domestic Appliance Repairs
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* Carpet and
Upholstery Cleaning

Emma Mansell Carpet & Upholstery Technician
Tel No 01588 638180 Mobile 07474222009
Email: emmansell1982@gmail.com

UNION STREET GARAGE
(BISHOP'S CASTLE LIMITED)

MOT'S FOR CLASS 4 VEHICLES
SERVICING AND REPAIRS
DICSCL AND RED DIESEL SALES
TELEFHOME [01508) B335
werw. unionsireslgarage. co.uk
WE AGGEPT 11 MAIDR GREDIT CARDS
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WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

Phone: 01588 638141 or
email:
bishopscastlenewsletter @ gmail.com

DROVERS ¥4 TRAVEL

30 Church Street, Bishop's Castle
For all your Travel Requirements !

Flight Only, City Breaks, Europe & Worldwide Holidays,

Cruise, Accommodation only, Adventure & Touring
Holiday's plus Tailor Made Trips.

Full Financial Protection as accredited body member of Global Travel Group with
membership number 57242

G

ELOEAL TRAVEL CECLUP

Tel : 01588 630333 email : agent@droverstravel.com

www.droverstravel.com
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@Dave Taylor

Electrical Services

We are a friendly and reliohie electieal firm based in Biehopz
Castle. covening Shropshine and Powys . We corry out wark frem
simple lighting and power, o larger confracts and bespoke kghting
ihstallations. Meare call or cmad for a po obligation ectimate.

- Domegtic, commenvial, agriculfural & industeind wark undertokan

" Guabfied & CLEV registered for EV charge point
inztollations for the domestic & workplose schamas,

* MIC opproved inspector & instoller of Bemestic Ventilation,

* Experienced in foult firding & rectificatiar,
- “Lendlord checks®- Electrizal Tnstalletian Cendition Reparts

davetaylorelectrical@gmail com | 07814 707 100

MB GRASSCUTTING

For regular lawn cuts and garden tidy ups
Providing a friendly, reliable and regular
service

No job too small! Locally based
References available

For a free quote please call Mark
07388 676775 or drop me an email:
mbgrasscutting@gmail.com

ST Ei sl

[[FL%

GOLDEN I'IRE
NUGGETS

Locally made firewood BRIQUETTES. £6.00 Per sack.
FREE delivery in and around Bishop's Castle. IDEAL FOR WOODSTOVES.
Also FREE delivery of sticks 'n' offcuts £4.50 per large sack.

Golden Fire Nuggets and Sticks 'n' offcuts are a by product of Shropshire
Hardwoods Joinery and Timber Frame Buildings.

Based in Bishops Castle.
For orders or enquiries phone

Rachel on 07975871322

Visit our websites at
goldenfirenuggets.co.uk and
shropshirehardwoods.com
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1 CRAFT

Bishop's Castle
ETown Hall TR

Flea & Antiques Market
on the 1st Saturday of each month

Farmers Market
on the 3rd Saturday of each month

- n WILLOW WEAVING, JEWELLERY, CARDE, TEXTILES
mfo@hishnpscastletownhaﬂ.m.uk PEWTER GIFTS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, ART & MORE
for more information — e :

or to book a stall

BROTHERS and SISTERS eocrhageant pisppligy
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It’s good to talk

Are you missing regular company and conversation?

Bishop’s Castle Befriending Circle can put you in
touch with someone to talk to.

Enjoy a regular chat with
a friendly local person

¥

To get in touch and find out more text or phone 07823 884 946

or you can contact us through Bishop's Castle Medical Practice
01588 638285

BISHOP'S CASTLE
BEFRIENDING CIRCLE Connexus
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First Draw for SpArC 500 Club

The very first draw for the new SpArC 500 Club in Bishop’s Castle
took place on Monday 5th July at Enterprise House. Jean Shirley,
Chair of the SpArC Charity, invited Bishop’s Castle Mayor Grant
Perry and Deputy Mayor Josh Dickin to make the draw.

46 Numbers were entered, and the six winners shared a prize fund of
£119.60 as follows:

1st £46 Jane Allard (number 22)

2nd £23 Michael Norris (number 40)
3rd £23 Tim Russell (number 28)

4th £9.20 Sue Rose (number 33)

5th £9.20 G Hemmings (number 9)

6th £9.20 Ann MacDonald (number 49)

The 500 club has been launched by the SpArC charity to generate a
regular income steam that can be reinvested in the centre to improve
and develop the sports and arts offer in Bishop’s Castle for the
benefit of the local community. When it reaches its target of 500
members, there will be a 1st prize of £500, 2 x 2nd prizes of £250
and 3 x 3rd prizes of £100, for 11 months. The Christmas Draw will
give a 1st prize of £2500, 2 x 2nd prizes of £1500 each and 3 x

3rd prizes of £1000 each.

We hope to double our membership by the next draw. Anyone inter-
ested in joining the 500 club can find the application forms on the
website www.savethesparc.org or can contact Sarah at Enterprise
House 01588 638038 email sparc500club@gmail.com or call into the
Centre in Station street , Bishop’s Castle.

Ruth Houghton, Trustee and Secretary, thanked Enterprise House
for managing and hosting the draw.

Attached photograph shows from left to right Mayor Grant Perry,
Chair Jean Shirley and Deputy Mayor Josh Dickin.

21



Newsletter
Skatepark

The recent Town Council meeting agreed to make a substantial contri-
bution to the provision of a shelter at the skatepark. A request for such
has been made following consultation between users of the park and a
couple of councillors over a couple of meetings recently. The users of
the park are being targeted with raising just over £1,000 to contribute
to the project so please look out for their fundraising efforts and sup-
port them where possible.

At the same time a very generous donation in memory of a local resi-
dent will fund a commemorative bench which is also to be placed on

the skate park at the donor’s request. Further details about the provi-
sion will follow in due course.

Park Refurbishment

We had hoped to have had three plans and designs for the park refur-
bishment available to distribute to Primary School’s and other users
before the Summer Holiday’s, however due to a number of reasons
this has not been possible and will be done early in September. How-
ever by the time this issue goes to print, two of the three designs
should be available on the Town Council’s website so please take a
look and send any feedback to the clerk.

Traffic Management

Thank you for all the feedback and responses to the recent Traffic Sur-
vey, as always there a number of divided opinions with an approxi-
mate 50/50 split on the emotive subject of a one way system and regu-
lated parking. In view of the fact that due to the Covid Pandemic the
“real” situation regarding traffic is not clear, the Council have voted to
implement a number of minor changes at this time with further consul-
tation to take place on any major changes at a future date when traffic
levels are at a more normal level.
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The minor changes to be implemented as soon as possible are :

A Town Wide 20 MPH Speed Limit with Speed Signs on all entry
routes to the town.

Access only — Not Suitable for HGV sings as follows :

Welsh Street by Wintles Lane

Castle Street from Castle Green

Salop Street on Station Street Junction

Union Street by Billinglsey Close Junction

Crossroads of Union Street and Church Street going up Church Street
Improved Through Traffic Signs by Bus Stop on Church Street
Improved Car Park sings as follows :

By Bus Stop on Church Street — to show routes to ALL Car Parks
On Station Street by Auction Yard to show alternatives on Market
Day.

On Church Street to show Car Park behind The Community Hub &
Harley Jenkins Street Car Park

On Union Street for Harley Jenkins Street Car Park

Previously agreed but not yet implemented measures will also be
chased up and these include:

White Lines by Playing Fields entry opposite Grange Road
Re-painting of Disabled Spaces on Streets and Car Parks

No Parking measures on pavement outside Spar

We welcome feedback on these interim measures and other ideas
from the consultation and will call an open meeting for further discus-
sion as and when appropriate.

The Old Market Square

The Old Market Square has been a meeting place since medieval
times; it is at the heart of Bishop’s Castle. Currently, although provid-
ing a haven of peace and tranquillity, it is not particularly welcoming. It
feels a bit tired. However it has great potential as a focus for greater
enjoyment and use by residents and visitors.
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Earlier this year, the Old Square Enhancement project was estab-
lished. Local residents were consulted to gain their views on what
needed to be put right and ways to make the square a better place to
sit and enjoy the delights of the town, while still providing a meeting and
performance space.

This consultation document, once reviewed by the Town Council which
sponsored the project, will be put on the Council website.

In the meantime, a small committee representing the Town Council, lo-
cal residents, specialists and interest groups and working closely with
the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty has been es-
tablished. This group is reviewing all the comments received and in due
course will outline its thoughts in the newsletter for further comment and
discussion.

Whatever action is proposed, the resulting changes, ‘furniture’ and
plantings will need to reflect the character and heritage of the square
and of Bishop’s Castle.

The responses to the consultation covered a wide range of views. How-
ever if there are concerns that a particular element may have been
overlooked pleased contact Clir Tim Halford

at timhalford@yahoo.com. Thank you.

THE BOG VISITOR CENTRE
COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY
What the centre is about

In normal times, pre Covid, the visitor centre attracts 24,000 to 25,000
visitors a year where it provides them with tourist information, advice on
walks and local history plus light refreshments and toilet facilities. The
centre promotes local crafts, artists and authors as well providing dis-
play space for organisations such
as the Shropshire Swift and Curlew
Groups, The Mary Webb and Mal-
colm Saville societies, the
Shropshire Mines Trust and Natural
England. The Bog Centre also
provides a meeting place for a
range of organisations such as
Scouts, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
scheme, walking and cycling
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groups from near and far, plus vintage car and motorbike clubs. The
centre also promotes strong links with the Shropshire Hills AONB,
National Trust and Shropshire Wildlife Trust.

Talks and guided walks can be arranged and the building is available,
on a limited scale, for local organisations to hire.

A new venture for the centre in 2019 was the introduction of arts and
craft courses run during weekdays for people who live in the locality.
These were advertised on the website, public notice boards and local
newsletters. We hope that these courses can be reintroduced in the
2022 season.

History of the building

Built in 1839 as a chapel with a school room as part of a mining initiative
the building soon changed role into becoming The Bog School which
eventually closed in 1968. The building was retained by the Local
Educational Authority as a teachers’ centre and field studies centre for
Shropshire pupils. Approximately twenty-five years ago the building
switched to its current role as a tourist information centre.

Four years ago, The Bog Visitor Centre became Community Interest
Company which is defined as a  business with primary social objec-
tives whose surpluses are principally reinvested for that purpose in the
business or in the community, rather than being driven by the need to
maximise profit for shareholders and owners.

At the same time a twenty-five-year lease was agreed with Shropshire
Council at a Peppercorn rent of £1 per year. The Bog Visitor Centre
management team taking on financial responsibility for all expenses
related to the building and its grounds.

How the centre is administered

The visitor centre is administered by five directors (a condition of
becoming a CIC) and a management committee of eight which includes
three of the directors. The directors and committee are not paid for
meetings but receive the minimum wage rate for hours spent on other
administrative duties. As with all staff who work at The Bog the first
thirty hours of duties are unpaid as a voluntary contribution and
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thereafter are paid the minimum hourly rate of pay with tax deducted
at source. The thirty hours of voluntary time is flexible and can be
moved upwards depending on the annual turnover.

The centre provides a level of employment to thirty-five staff who
man the building during opening hours, also a cleaner and five cake
bakers. Twenty-five local traders provide craft stalls from the sales of
which The Bog receives a commission of 22.5%.

Recent renovations

In the last four years, with financial
assistance provided through the
Leader Grant Programme, a Euro-
pean initiative part funded by the [
European Agricultural Fund for Ru- §&
ral development administered by
Shropshire Council, we have been
able to make improvements to the
building. This has involved repointing all external walls with lime mor-
tar, replacing all windows and doors, insulating the ceilings, installing
an air sourced heating system, providing lighting for the main hall
and updating the lighting elsewhere, renovating the wood block floor
and realigning the external steps to the main entrance. The grants
have covered 80% of the costs with the remaining 20% funded
through annual surpluses. All profits are ploughed back into
maintaining and improving the
building.

You have a part to play

The sixty plus local people in-
volved in operating The Bog

~ Visitor Centre make a huge

- | contribution to promoting this
beautiful part of the country and
welcoming visitors. Most of our staff are retired senior citizens plus a
small group of
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youngsters of school age who assist at
weekends and during the holidays. The
organisation is always in need of new
staff so if you have a morning or after-
noon to spare why not consider joining
| this very worthwhile community project.

Opening times Tuesday Sunday 10am —
5pm

You can find out more:

Website www.bogcentre.co.uk

Email bogcentre@hotmail.com

Phone 01743 792484 or 01743 790735
Jerry Hughes

Gratam Dhidley - Paneral Dervieos

Local famlly-run funeral directors covering
the Clun Valley and all areas of Shropshire

Over 30 Years® Experience
Traditional and Eco-friendly funerals arranged
Mercedes Hearse and Limos avalilable
Day/Night Service
Pre-pald Funeral Plans - Estimates on request
Monumental Masonry Agent

1, Hurst View, Powells Lane, Clun  Tel. 01588 640852 Moh. 07780948670  emall: dudleys24@aocl.com
“d small caring funeral service”

WKL DIBGER & APERATRR FOR W0
na Shmpshure Hiils

Ref lexology

Taikored reatments for yaur welbeing

Al ampeces of cecavainn wisrk undonalien
Landecapiig, denioliion, Bolings.
A reEs ays, disiege, g,

A il cparaor w i msching.
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Bus timetable for bus routes 552 / 553 Bishop's Castle to Shrewsbury

Monday to Friday times (school days) | | Saturday

Leaves Arrives Leaves Arrives

Bishop's Castle 7.30 8.30 7.30 8.30

opposite the Boar's 9.40 10.40 9.30 10.30

Head 12.20 13.20 12.15 13.15

all go via the 13.30 14.30 15.50 16.50

Hospital 15.40 16.40

Shrewsbury Stand 7.35 8.35 8.00 9.00
10.05 11.05 10.05 11.05
12.00 13.00 14.45 15.45
14.00 15.00 17.40 18.40

all go via the 16.25 17.25

Hospital 17.40 18.40

Bus timetable for bus route 745 Bishop's Castle to Ludlow

Monday and Friday Leaves
only Leaves Arrives Ludlow Arrives
Bishop's Castle 945 | [ 1025 | | | 1315 | |14.50

Bus timetable for bus route Bishop's Castle to Newtown 775
Tuesday only Leaves Arrives Leaves Lea Arrives

Bishop's Castle | 10.05 | | 10.50 | Return | 13.50 | | 14.35

Bus timetable for bus route Bishop's Castle to Pontesbury 775

Bishop’s Caste | 1440 | | 1510 | | | 0930 | | 10.00
M&J
M&)J Bus time table for bus route Bishop’s Castle to Telford
Tuesday fortnightly Leaves Arrives Leaves Arrives
only Bishop's Castle  09.00 10.36 13.40 15.08
opposite the Boar's Bus stn Bus stn
Head
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